
 

 

 

 

HISTORIC PRESERVATION ADVISORY 
COMMITTEE  

MEETING AGENDA 

CHAIRPERSON: 

Tyler Davis 

 
 

VICE CHAIRPERSON: 

Karen Ayala 

COMMITTEE MEMBERS: Tyler Davis, Karen Ayala, Jay Hohlbauch, Jerome Melgar, Kim Lusk, Erick 
Arriaga 

WEDNESDAY, JUNE 25, 2025 

CITY OF VISALIA ADMINISTRATION BUILDING 

LOCATED AT 220 NORTH SANTA FE STREET, VISALIA CA 93292 

MEETING TIME: 5:30 PM 

 
1. CALL TO ORDER 

 
2. CITIZEN’S COMMENTS – This is the time for citizens to comment on subject matters that 

are not on the agenda but are within the jurisdiction of the Historic Preservation Advisory 
Committee (HPAC). You may provide comments to the HPAC at this time, but the HPAC 
may only legally discuss those items already on tonight’s agenda. 

 3. MEETING MINUTES 

A. May 28, 2025, Regular Meeting 

 4. PROJECT REVIEW 

A. HPAC Item No. 2025-11: A request by Adrian Lopez to remove wood side panels, 
enlarge a garage door opening, and install a new 2-car metal garage door, for a detached 
garage in the R-1-5 (Single Family Residential, 5,000 square foot minimum site area) 
Zone. The project site is located at 630 North Encina Street (APN: 094-013-004). 

 5. DISCUSSION ITEMS 

A. Review of New Committee Member Applications 

i. Kristopher Korsgaden 

ii. Oscar Smith 

iii. Efrain Becerra 



 

 

iv. Jocelyn Duran 

v. Isiah Farias 

vi. Nancy Hernandez 

vii. Raquel Maldonado 

viii. Jennifer Masters 

B. Reappointment of Karen Ayala, Jay Hohlbauch, and Kim Lusk to the HPAC – June 25, 
2025, Visalia City Council Meeting 

C. Historic Recognition/Awards Program 

D. Historic District Survey Project Update 

E. Committee and Staff Comments 

i.     Project Updates 

F. Identification of Items for Future Agendas 

 6. ADJOURNMENT 

 In compliance with the Americans Disabilities Act, if you need special assistance to participate in meetings 
call (559) 713-4443 (Staff Representative) 48-hours in advance of the meeting. For Hearing Impaired – 
Call (559) 713-4900 (TTY) 48-hours in advance of the scheduled meeting time to request signing services. 
Visually Impaired - If enlarged print or a Braille copy is desired, please request in advance of the meeting 
and services will be provided as possible after the meeting. City Staff to the Committee is Cristobal Carrillo, 
Associate Planner, 559-713-4443, cristobal.carrillo@visalia.city. 

Éste Aviso es para informarle que habra una audiencia para el público ante el Comité de Preservación 
Histórica de la Ciudad de Visalia. Para más información, o para dar comentario público respecto a esta 
solicitud, por favor llame Cristobal Carrillo, Associate Planner, al numero (559) 713-4443 o 
cristobal.carrillo@visalia.city. 

Additional information about the Historic Preservation Advisory Committee may be found by contacting 
Cristobal Carrillo, Associate Planner at 559-713-4443, or emailing cristobal.carrillo@visalia.city. 

APPEAL PROCEDURE 

 

According to the City of Visalia Zoning Ordinance Section 17.02.145 and Subdivision Ordinance Section 
16.04.040, an appeal to the City Council may be submitted within ten days following the date of a decision 
by the HPAC.  An appeal form with applicable fees shall be filed with the City Clerk at 220 North Santa Fe 
Street, Visalia, CA 93291. The appeal shall specify errors or abuses of discretion by the Planning 
Commission, or decisions not supported by the evidence in the record. The appeal form can be found on 
the city’s website www.visalia.city or from the City Clerk. 

THE NEXT REGULAR MEETING WILL BE HELD ON WEDNESDAY, JUNE 25, 2025 

http://www.visalia.city/


 

 

 

 

HISTORIC PRESERVATION ADVISORY 
COMMITTEE  

MEETING AGENDA 

CHAIRPERSON: 

Tyler Davis 

 
 

VICE CHAIRPERSON: 

Karen Ayala 

COMMITTEE MEMBERS: Tyler Davis, Karen Ayala, Jay Hohlbauch, Jerome Melgar, Kim Lusk, Erick 
Arriaga 

MEMBERS OF THE PUBLIC: Cain Infante, Norma Aguilar, Ruben Mendoza, Eddie Sisto, Kristopher 
Korsgaden, Jocelyn Lopez. 

 
CITY STAFF: Leslie Caviglia, City Manager, Cristobal Carrillo, Associate Planner, Catalina Segovia, 

Planning Technician 
 

WEDNESDAY, MAY 28, 2025 

CITY OF VISALIA ADMINISTRATION BUILDING 

LOCATED AT 220 NORTH SANTA FE STREET, VISALIA CA 93292 

MEETING TIME: 5:30 PM 

 
1. CALL TO ORDER – 5:30pm 

 
2. CITIZEN’S COMMENTS – This is the time for citizens to comment on subject matters that 

are not on the agenda but are within the jurisdiction of the Historic Preservation Advisory 
Committee (HPAC). You may provide comments to the HPAC at this time, but the HPAC 
may only legally discuss those items already on tonight’s agenda. 

None.  

 3. MEETING MINUTES 

A. April 23, 2025, Regular Meeting 

A motion was made by Melgar, seconded by Lusk, to approve the meeting minutes. The 
motion was approved 6-0. 

 

 

All members 
present. 



 

B. May 14, 2025, Regular Meeting 

A motion was made by Lusk, seconded by Hohlbauch, to approve the meeting minutes. 
The motion was approved 6-0. 

 4. PROJECT REVIEW 

A. HPAC Item No. 2025-08: A request by Clarence Hill to install a new wrought iron fence for 
an office, located within the D-MU (Mixed Use Downtown) Zone. The project site is located 
at 301 West School Avenue (APN: 094-332-004). 

Staff presented its report and recommended that the HPAC approve the request as 
conditioned by staff. Public comment in favor of the proposal was provided by project 
consultant Ruben Mendoza. No other public comment was received.  

After discussion of the project, a motion was made by Melgar, seconded by Lusk, to 
approve the request as recommended by staff. The motion passed by a vote of 6-0 

B. HPAC Item No. 2025-09: A request by Eddie Sisto to remove and install awnings for an 
office, located within the D-MU (Mixed Use Downtown) Zone. The project site is located 
at 121, 123, and 125 South Church Street (APN: 094-298-016). 

Staff presented its report and recommended that the HPAC approve the request as 
conditioned and modified by staff. Public comment in favor of the proposal was provided 
by project consultant Eddie Sisto. No other public comment was received.  

The HPAC asked questions concerning signage on the awnings. The applicant stated there 
would be no signage proposed. After discussion of the project, a motion was made by 
Hohlbauch, seconded by Lusk, to approve the request as recommended by staff. The 
motion passed by a vote of 6-0 

C. HPAC Item No. 2025-10: A request by Cain Infante to replace comp shingle roofing 
material on an existing residence with tile roofing material, and install a chain link fence, 
for a site located within the R-1-5 (Single Family Residential, 5,000 square foot minimum 
site area) Zone. The project site is located at 407 Northeast 1st Avenue (APN: 094-085-
003). 

Staff presented its report and recommended that the HPAC approve the request as 
conditioned by staff, with a recommendation to add a condition of approval requiring 
issuance of a Building Permit for the work conducted within 30 days of the decision of the 
HPAC. Public comment in favor of the proposal was provided by property owners Cain 
Infante and Norma Aguilar. No other public comment was received.  

In both English and Spanish, the HPAC and applicants discussed why the requested 
improvements where necessary, as well as some of the history behind the residence. 
Clarifications were also made regarding whether existing wood fencing would remain. 
Lastly the HPAC and applicants discussed future modifications to the windows of the 
residence, encouraging the applicant to go through the permitting process prior to 
installation. Melgar also requested that the HPAC Informational Guide be provided to the 
property owners for review. After discussion of the project, a motion was made by 
Hohlbauch to approve the request, with an added condition requiring the applicant to obtain 
a Building Permit for all work conducted within 30 days of the decision of the HPAC. The 
motion was seconded by Arriaga and passed by a vote of 6-0 

 5. DISCUSSION ITEMS 

A. Reappointment of Committee Members 

i. Karen Ayala 



 

ii. Jay Holhbauch 

iii. Kim Lusk 

After Hohlbauch confirmed that he wished to continue serving on the HPAC, a motion 
was made by Melgar, seconded by Hohlbauch, to recommend to the Visalia City Council 
that Ayala, Hohlbauch, and Lusk be reappointed to the HPAC. The motion was approved 
6-0. 

B. Review of New Committee Member Applications – June 25, 2025 

Staff informed HPAC that it had received 5 applications so far and that interviews would 
occur June 25, 2025.  

C. Cancellation of June 11, 2025, HPAC Meeting 

A motion was made by Lusk, seconded by Ayala, to approve the cancellation of the June 
11, 2025, HPAC meeting. The motion was approved 6-0. 

D. June 2, 2025, City Council Meeting – Approval of the Revised Resolution Upholding the 
Appeal of HPAC Item No. 2025-05.  

Staff informed the HPAC that a revised resolution upholding the appeal, reversing the 
denial of a window change out at 410 North Court Street, would be heard by the Visalia 
City Council June 2, 2025. Staff stated that all the conditions applied by staff during the 
HPAC’s initial review regarding window screens and dining room windows would be 
carried over in the revised resolution.  

E. Revisions to 2025-2026 HPAC Goals  

The Committee revised Goals 4.a (Outreach to the Tulare County Association of 
Realtors) to September 2025, and revised Goal 2.c (Establish a Certified Local 
Government program) to December 2026.  A motion was then made by Melgar, seconded 
by Ayala, to approve the revised 2025-2026 goals. The motion was approved 6-0. 

F. Approval of Historic Recognition/Awards Program 

Davis discussed setting up a meeting with staff, Lusk, and Planning and Community 
Preservation Director Paul Bernal to discuss the formulation of an awards program. He 
noted that Visalia Heritage would take the mantle from the Kaweah Kollectors/Questors 
to award plaques via the Historic Recognition Program. Ayala stated that HPAC should 
have the goal of presenting Historic Presentation awards by May 2026.  

G. Historic District Survey Project Update 

Davis stated that he, Melgar, and Arriaga would be conducting a survey of the Martin 
Street area within the next two weeks.  

H. Committee and Staff Comments 

i.  Project Updates 

Staff and the Committee discussed various projects within the Historic District and Local 
Register, including unpermitted work being conducted at 630 North Encina Street, and 
recently completed work at 501 South Court Street.  

I. Identification of Items for Future Agendas 

During this time City Manager Leslie Caviglia encourage the HPAC to attend the 
Committees/Commissions Recognition Event on June 18, 2025, at Rawhide Stadium, 
Visalia CA.  



 

 

 6. ADJOURNMENT 

The meeting adjourned at 6:25pm.  



 
HPAC Item No. 2025-11 – Garage Door Alteration 

 
REPORT TO THE CITY OF VISALIA 

HISTORIC PRESERVATION ADVISORY COMMITTEE 
 
HEARING DATE:          June 25, 2025 

 
PROJECT PLANNER:         Catalina Segovia, Planning Technician 
         Phone: (559) 713-4449 
         E-mail: catalina.segovia@visalia.city  

 
SUBJECT: Historic Preservation Advisory Committee Item No. 2025-11: A request by 

Adrian Lopez to remove wood side panels, enlarge a garage door opening, and 
install a new 2-car metal garage door, for a detached garage in the R-1-5 
(Single Family Residential, 5,000 square foot minimum site area) Zone. The 
project site is located at 630 North Encina Street (APN: 094-013-004). 

STAFF RECOMMENDATION  

Staff recommends that the 
Historic Preservation Advisory 
Committee (HPAC) approve 
the proposal as modified in the 
findings and conditions of this 
report. 

SITE DATA 

The site is zoned R-1-5 and 
currently contains a single-
family residence and a 
detached garage. The site is 
located within the Historic 
District and is listed on the 
Local Register of Historic Structures with a classification of “Background”. The structures 
onsite exhibit “Period Revival” and “Tudor Revival” architectural elements.  

PROJECT DESCRIPTION 

The applicant is requesting approval to conduct the following exterior alterations to a 
detached garage: 

1. Remove the existing wood siding on the left and right sides of the single-car garage 
door (see Exhibit “B”). 

2. Remove the existing garage door, enlarge the entrance to accommodate two vehicles, 
and install a new 15-foot, 11-inch by 6-foot, 10-inch, Invicta 400 Series “Short Carriage 
House Panel” garage door (see Exhibit “C”). 

Repairs will also be conducted to the stucco on the garage, in particular along its western 
exterior, which was damaged by a basketball hoop that has since been removed. The 
applicant states that the removal of the wood siding panels is necessary because the material 
is not appropriate for the site. The applicant also states that enlargement of the garage door 
opening allows the structure to be used for the parking of two vehicles. 

mailto:catalina.segovia@visalia.city


 
HPAC Item No. 2025-11 – Garage Door Alteration 

Interior and exterior alterations were conducted around May 2025 to the main residence 
onsite without building permits or HPAC review and are the subject of an ongoing Code 
Enforcement Case (CE250637). The applicant has since obtained a Building Permit for the 
alterations to the residence (B252391), issued June 2, 2025. Exterior alterations proposed to 
the garage have not yet been conducted.  

DISCUSSION 

Development Standards 

Exterior alterations proposed to the detached garage will not result in an increase in the 
square footage of the structure. As such, the proposal complies with all development 
standards of the R-1-5 Zone.  

Architectural Compatibility 

Visalia Municipal Code (VMC) Section 17.56.110 contains criteria for review of exterior 
alterations to structures listed on the Local Register. Criteria is aimed towards preserving 
original and distinguishing features of Local Register structures. This includes emphasis on 
the following: 

• The distinguishing original qualities or character of a building, structure, or site and its 
environment shall not be destroyed. The removal or alteration of any historic material 
or distinctive architectural features should be avoided when possible. 

• Distinctive stylistic features or examples of skilled craftsmanship, which characterize a 
building, structure or site, shall be treated with sensitivity. 

• Deteriorated architectural features shall be repaired rather than replaced, wherever 
possible. In the event replacement is necessary, the new material should match the 
material being replaced in composition, design, color, texture and other visual 
qualities. Repair or replacement of missing architectural features should be based on 
accurate duplications of features, substantiated by historical, physical or pictorial 
evidence rather than on conjectural designs or the availability of different architectural 
elements from other buildings or structures. 

The existing garage door treatment has been present onsite since at least the 1970’s (see 
Historic District survey photograph in Figure 1). However, staff concurs with the applicant that 

the existing vertical 
wood siding and 
garage door clash with 
the overall design of 
the residence, which 
contains no other 
design elements similar 
to the garage 
door/siding. Removal 
would have the effect of 
eliminating a discordant 
element from the 
project site, improving 
compatibility between 
the residence and 
garage.  

 

Figure 1 



 
HPAC Item No. 2025-11 – Garage Door Alteration 

 

In order to strengthen the architectural integrity of the structure, as well as further increase 
compatibility between the garage and residence, staff recommends the inclusion of Condition 
No. 2, requiring that the new garage door be made of either wood, or a material that retains 
the appearance of wood. This could include a metal material with wood like grain and/or 
coloration. This would reinforce the Tudor style of the garage, as Tudor structures often 
contain wood elements, such as half-timbered exterior facades and wood trim. To that effect, 
staff also recommends the addition of Condition No. 3, requiring that a wooden border be 
maintained along the perimeter of the garage door, similar to what currently exists on the 
garage (see Exhibit “B”). With application of both conditions the goals of VMC Sec. 17.56.110 
will be achieved, as the structures on the project site will be internally harmonious, and in 
keeping with the historic aesthetic of the surrounding neighborhood.  

FINDINGS AND CONDITIONS 

For HPAC Item No. 2025-11 staff recommends that the Committee approve the proposal, 
subject to the findings and conditions listed below: 

Findings 

1. That the project site is within the Historic District and is listed on the Local Register of 
Historic Structures. 

2. That the proposal as conditioned is consistent with uses onsite, the surrounding area, 
and the Historic District. 

3. That the proposal as conditioned is consistent with the Historic Preservation 
Ordinance and Historic Preservation Element. 

4. That the proposal as conditioned will not be injurious site or the character of the 
Historic District. 

Conditions 

1. That the proposal shall be developed in compliance with the site plan in Exhibit “A”, 
building elevations in Exhibit “C”, and project application in Exhibit “D”, except as 
modified by the conditions below. 

2. That the replacement garage door shall be constructed of wood or wood-like materials 
to complement and enhance the garages Period Revival architectural style. 

3. That a wooden border be placed along the perimeter of the garage door opening, 
similar in size and shape to the original border depicted in Exhibit “B”.  

4. That the project undergoes the appropriate City permitting process for exterior 
alterations and fencing on the project site. 

5. That any other exterior alterations to the site shall be brought before this Committee 
for review and approval prior to the issuance of any Building Permits and/or their 
installation or construction. 

6. That all other City codes, ordinances, standards, and regulations shall be met. 

7. That the approval from the Historic Preservation Advisory Committee shall lapse and 
become void twelve months after the date on which it became effective, unless the 
conditions of the approval allowed a shorter or greater time limit, or unless prior to the 
expiration of twelve months a building permit is issued by the city and construction is 
commenced and diligently pursued toward completion on the site that was the subject 
of the approval. 



 
HPAC Item No. 2025-11 – Garage Door Alteration 

ATTACHMENTS 

• Exhibit “A” – Site Plan 

• Exhibit “B” – Existing Garage Elevations 

• Exhibit “C” – Proposed Garage Door and Rendering 

• Exhibit “D” – Project Application 

• Historic District Survey Sheet – 630 North Encina Street 

• Aerial Map 
• Historic District and Local Register Map  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

APPEAL INFORMATION 

According to the City of Visalia Zoning Ordinance Section 17.56.060, an appeal to the City Council may be 
submitted within ten days following the date of a decision by the Historic Preservation Advisory Committee 
(HPAC). An appeal shall be in writing and shall be filed with the City Clerk at 220 N. Santa Fe Street, 
Visalia CA. The appeal shall specify errors or abuses of discretion by the HPAC, or decisions not 
supported by the evidence in the record. The appeal form can be found on the city’s website 
www.visalia.city or from the City Clerk. 

http://www.visalia.city/
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AERIAL MAP 
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Subject Location Citizen Contact Information

Request Details [Information provided by Citizen]

 

Printed on 5/13/2025

City Clerk - Application for Appointment to City Board, Committee or Commission [ Request Id:
274976]

Street Info:
City / Zip

Citizen Name: Efrain Becerra
Email: becerra131@gmail.com
Phone1 / Phone2: 5593009011 / na
Address: 4211 w Vine ave
City, Zip: Vislaia, CA 93291

   
Please review the following handbook:  
How many years of being a Visalia
Resident?:

  24

Are you a Visalia Registered Voter?:   Yes

List any training and/or experience:   Cultural Heritage Leadership: Gained through over two
decades of organizing multicultural programs and
events that emphasize the preservation of traditional
arts, dress, and customs. Public Policy & Civic
Engagement Workshops: Participated in community
leadership training focused on local governance, civic
planning, and historical advocacy. Event Planning &
Site Management Certification: Experience in planning
events in historic settings with attention to
preservation protocols and cultural sensitivity.
Community Education and Outreach Strategies:
Training in effective communication and educational
engagement techniques for diverse populations,
emphasizing the value of historic landmarks and
stories.

Education-school, major, graduation date &
degree:

  Relevant Trainings and Certifications – Efrain Becerra
Cultural Heritage Leadership: Gained through over two
decades of organizing multicultural programs and
events that emphasize the preservation of traditional
arts, dress, and customs. Public Policy & Civic
Engagement Workshops: Participated in community
leadership training focused on local governance, civic
planning, and historical advocacy. Event Planning &
Site Management Certification: Experience in planning
events in historic settings with attention to
preservation protocols and cultural sensitivity.
Community Education and Outreach Strategies:
Training in effective communication and educational
engagement techniques for diverse populations,

https://www.visalia.city/admin/becerra131@gmail.com


emphasizing the value of historic landmarks and
stories.

Additional skills and/or interests:   In addition to my academic and professional
background, I bring a wide range of skills and passions
that enrich my contributions to the community. I am
an experienced public speaker, event coordinator, and
cultural educator with over 25 years of experience in
dance instruction, theatrical production, and artistic
direction. In my free time, I enjoy historical research,
cosplay—often portraying iconic characters like
Batman and Wolverine—creative arts, and exploring
local history through travel and photography. I am
deeply committed to civic engagement and regularly
attend Visalia City Council meetings to stay informed
and involved in local decisions. I strive to maintain
respectful and professional relationships with all five
council members, prioritizing unity, transparency, and
a shared vision for the city. I care deeply about the
future of Visalia and aim to serve in ways that preserve
its heritage while fostering inclusive growth.

Community activities in which you are
involved:

  As an active community member in Visalia, I have
dedicated myself to uplifting and connecting diverse
groups through service, education, and cultural
engagement. I have led and organized multicultural
events, volunteered with local nonprofits, and
supported youth and family-focused initiatives. My
work includes mentoring students, advocating for
animal welfare, and contributing to cultural awareness
programs during Hispanic Heritage Month and other
civic celebrations. I also support neighborhood
beautification efforts and have collaborated with local
organizations to create inclusive, vibrant community
spaces. My passion for the city extends to attending
city council meetings consistently and advocating for
transparency, inclusion, and preservation. I maintain a
professional presence and open line of communication
through my LinkedIn profile:
www.linkedin.com/in/efrainbecerra, where
community members and colleagues can learn more
about my experience, values, and ongoing initiatives.

Service on a City Board, Committee or
Commission:

  I have proudly served the City of Visalia through
consistent civic engagement and volunteerism. I
attend every city council meeting to stay informed
about ongoing issues, policies, and development plans
affecting our community. My approach is rooted in
fairness and collaboration, as I strive to maintain
positive, unbiased relationships with all five council
members while advocating for transparency and
inclusivity. I have partic

Staff Request Admin
Request ID: 274976
Received/Entered: 5/7/2025 9:02:30 PM
Target Complete Date: 5/9/2025 9:02:30 PM
Actual Complete Date:

Request Source: Internet (N)
 

Priority: Normal

Status: Received

Color
Flag:



Original Assigned Staff: Dangerfield, Rachel
Rivera, Reyna

Staff / Citizen Action Log  
No Staff/Citizen Actions have been added



Committee’s and Commissions Application 
Supplemental Information 
Efrain Becerra 
 
Schooling 
Bringham Young University, Idaho 
University Studies, Composite Education – Emphasis in History, B.A. 
 
Employment Information 
Caregiver (present) 
Maxim Healthcare Services, 6051 N. Fresno Street, Suite 102, Fresno, CA 93710  
Phone Number: (559) 224-9078  
Caregiver experience of 10 years 
 
Substitute teacher (present) 
Tulare County Office of Education, 6200 South Mooney Boulevard, Visalia, CA 93277  
Phone Number: (559) 733-6300  
 
Conflict of Interest 
No conflicts of interest. 
 
Choice of Committee 
1st – Historic Preservation Advisory Committee 
2nd – Parks & Recreation Commission 
3rd – Any other open committee/commission 
 
Certification 
Agree with statement. 
 
Gender Identification 
Male 
 
Ethnic Category 
Hispanic – Mexican descent 
 
 
 



From: TheBecerra131 becerra <becerra131@gmail.com> 

Sent: Monday, May 12, 2025 6:04 PM 

To: Cristobal Carrillo 

Subject: Meetings and introduction for vacancy 

 

Dear Members of the Visalia Historic Preservation Committee,  

 

My name is Efrain Becerra, and I am writing to express my sincere interest in becoming a 

member of the Historic Preservation Committee. As someone who values the deep 

cultural and historical roots of our city, I believe I would bring valuable experience, 

passion, and dedication to your important work. 

 

I come highly recommended by leaders who have seen my work and character firsthand, 

including the Honorable Mayor of Rexburg, Idaho; Vice Mayor Brett Taylor of Visalia; and 

Council Member Emmanuel Soto. Their endorsements reflect not only my commitment to 

civic service but also my understanding of the importance of preserving the heritage that 

shapes a city's identity. 

 

I am a former candidate for Visalia City Council, a lifelong advocate for cultural 

preservation, and a private business owner with over 25 years of leadership in event 

planning and the performing arts. I currently teach social studies and political science and 

hold a degree in education with a minor in social studies from Brigham Young University–

Idaho. My extensive community involvement includes working with diverse groups and 

uplifting the cultural expressions of Latin America, the Caribbean, and other world regions 

through dance and artistic direction. 

 

I have lived in Visalia since 2007 and am deeply invested in the well-being of our 

community. I am also proud to be an animal advocate and someone who believes in 

balancing growth with heritage, always keeping in mind the safety and future of the next 

generation. 

 

Attached to this email are letters of recommendation from Mayor Jerry Merrill (Rexburg), 

Vice Mayor Brett Taylor, and Council Member Emmanuel Soto. 

 

I would be honored to meet with you or answer any questions you may have about my 

qualifications and interest. Thank you for considering my application. I look forward to the 

possibility of working together to preserve and celebrate the rich history of Visalia. 

 

Warm regards, 

Efrain Becerra 

Candidate for Community Service 

Educator | Cultural Advocate | Private Business Owner 

5593009011 

 You don't often get email from becerra131@gmail.com. Learn why this is important   

https://aka.ms/LearnAboutSenderIdentification
Cristobal.Carrillo
Image



Efrain Becerra 

Visalia, California | efrain.becerra@email.com | (555) 123-4567 | LinkedIn: 
https://www.linkedin.com/in/efrain-becerra-92429b283 

Professional Summary 
Dynamic community leader, educator, and entrepreneur with over 25 years of experience in 
cultural arts, education, and event coordination. Proven track record in managing diverse 
teams, spearheading community initiatives, and advocating for heritage preservation and 
public accountability. Was a  Visalia City Council District 1 with a mission to amplify local 
voices, prioritize child safety, and ensure responsible use of city funds. 

Professional Experience 

Founder & Director – AMELAT Dance Company 
Visalia, CA | 2007 – Present​
- Established and currently manage an international dance company promoting cultural 
unity through folkloric performance.​
- Directed over 100 dancers from various cultural backgrounds across North America, South 
America, the Caribbean, Africa, Asia, and Europe.​
- Developed costume inventory systems, event logistics, and team leadership protocols.​
- Spearheaded community performances for festivals, schools, and cultural nights, 
reinforcing Visalia’s multicultural identity. 

Owner – Event Planning & Decor Business 
Visalia, CA | 2010 – Present​
- Operate a private business specializing in high-end event planning and artistic decoration 
for weddings, community events, and cultural galas.​
- Coordinate with vendors, design teams, and clients to execute visually impactful events 
while staying within budget.​
- Recognized for creativity, attention to detail, and commitment to client satisfaction. 

Social Studies & Political Science Teacher 
Visalia, CA | Various Schools | 2015 – Present​
- Design and implement curriculum rooted in civic engagement, history, and government.​
- Empower students with critical thinking skills and knowledge of political systems.​
- Advocate for inclusive education practices, particularly for underrepresented communities. 



Community Leadership & Civic Engagement 

Candidate – Visalia City Council, District 1 
2024 ​
- Campaigning to bridge the gap between city governance and local residents.​
- Prioritize child safety, responsible spending, heritage conservation, and animal welfare.​
- Engage regularly in community forums, Hispanic heritage celebrations, and city-wide 
cultural initiatives. 

Volunteer & Cultural Advocate 
- Speaker at community and women’s forums promoting inclusivity, public service, and 
education.​
- Organizer of multicultural festivals, including Hispanic Heritage Month events.​
- Supporter of local animal shelters, advocating for adoption over euthanasia. 

Education 
Brigham Young University–Idaho​
Bachelor’s Degree in Education, Minor in Social Studies/HIstory ​
Rexburg, ID | 2010 – 2012 

College of the Sequoias​
General Education & Transfer Studies​
Visalia, CA | 2007 – 2009 

Additional Skills 
- Bilingual: English & Spanish​
- Public Speaking & Advocacy​
- Cultural Program Development​
- Education  /HIstory  Education ​
- Community Outreach & Grant Writing​
- Political Strategy & Campaign Management​
- Artistic Design, Dance Instruction, & Cosplay (Batman & Wolverine) special events  



‭To Whom It May Concern,‬

‭It is my pleasure to recommend Efrain Becerra for your organization.  He is a‬
‭passionate individual, able to organize and lead groups with precision and care.  I‬
‭have known Efrain for over 10 years as a mentor within our church organization.‬
‭During this time, I have been consistently impressed with his enthusiasm for‬
‭cultural activities and his care and concern for the well-being of others.‬

‭Efrain consistently demonstrated a strong commitment to executing planned‬
‭events on time  and an exceptional ability to inspire team members to perform to‬
‭the best of their ability.  His technical expertise of the culture of most Hispanic‬
‭nations was particularly noteworthy, and consistently played a key role in annual‬
‭multi-cultural activities.‬

‭I was particularly impressed by Efrain’s knowledge of native cultural dances. For‬
‭instance, he was able to instruct, lead, and even participate in dances from‬
‭several countries and cultures within succession during the events.‬

‭Efrain is always eager to learn and take on new challenges, and he consistently‬
‭exceeds expectations. I am confident that he will be a valuable asset to your‬
‭organization or program.‬

‭I recommend Efrain to your organization.  Please do not hesitate to contact me if‬
‭you have any further questions.‬

‭Sincerely,‬

‭Geoff Howard‬
‭Stake President, The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints (2013-2022)‬
‭Email:‬ ‭geoff.m.howard@gmail.com‬
‭Cell #:  559-697-1483‬











559-750-6525





Committee’s and Commissions Application 
Supplemental Information 
Isiah Farias 
 
Schooling 
University of Phoenix-Online 
Bachelor of Science in Accounting 
 
Employment Information 
Tax Director 
Real Talk Tax & Consulting Llc 
3401 Mallory Ln Ste 100 
Franklin TN 37067-8369 



Subject Location Citizen Contact Information

Request Details [Information provided by Citizen]

 

Printed on 5/27/2025

City Clerk - Application for Appointment to City Board, Committee or Commission [ Request Id:
275086]

Street Info:
City / Zip

Citizen Name: Ms. Nancy Hernandez
Email: nmarhernandez@gmail.com
Phone1 / Phone2: 2132804640 / na
Address: 2409 S Sallee St
City, Zip: Visalia, CA 93277

   
Please review the following handbook:  
How many years of being a Visalia
Resident?:

  3

Are you a Visalia Registered Voter?:   Yes

List any training and/or experience:   I have an interest in historical research, public policy
experience, and civic systems knowledge rooted in my
work with the Tulare County Registrar of Voters. I am
currently working on an archival project on the history
of Tulare County and the Registrar's office and
elections, including data tied to underrepresented
communities such as Allensworth. I regularly work
with original documents, historic newspapers, and
spatial data to reconstruct local political histories. My
experience spans not only historical research, but also
applying that research in ways that support
transparency, education, and long-term preservation.
I'm especially passionate about preserving stories that
have been historically excluded or erased.

Education-school, major, graduation date &
degree:

  Geographical Information Systems Certificate
Program-Cuesta College-Currently enrolled.

Additional skills and/or interests:   Bilingual (English/Spanish); experienced in historical
research, archival work, and public records. Strong
interest in local history, equity in preservation, and
creative public storytelling.

Community activities in which you are
involved:

  I interact with the community through my job.

Service on a City Board, Committee or
Commission:

  n/a

Present Occupation:   Election Clerk Senior

Name of Employer:   Tulare County Registrar of Voters

Work Address:   5300 W. Tulare Ave, Suite 105, Visalia, CA 93277

https://www.visalia.city/admin/nmarhernandez@gmail.com


Work Phone Number:   559-839-2103

Potential Conflicts:   No

If Yes, explain in detail any potential
conflicts:

 
First Choice for City
Board/Committee/Commission:

  Historic Preservation Committee

Applicable qualifications and experience:   In addition to my historical research, I manage FPPC
filings and campaign finance disclosures for the
Registrar's office.

Goals for this appointment:   I’d love to support building identification efforts,
promote community pride, help with preservation
education efforts like tours or signage that highlight
the history behind familiar places.

Applicable qualifications and experience:  
Goals for this appointment:  
Applicable qualifications and experience:  
Goals for this appointment:  
Agree or Not Agree:   Agree

Male or Female:   Female

Ethnic Category:   Hispanic - includes Mexican, Chicano, Latino, and all
persons of Puerto Rican, Cuban Central, South
American or Spanish descent.

Staff Request Admin
Request ID: 275086
Received/Entered: 5/27/2025 3:20:19 PM
Target Complete Date: 5/29/2025 3:20:19 PM
Actual Complete Date:

Request Source: Internet (N)
 

Original Assigned Staff: Dangerfield, Rachel
Rivera, Reyna

Priority: Normal

Status: Received

Color
Flag:

Staff / Citizen Action Log  
No Staff/Citizen Actions have been added











Committee’s and Commissions Application 
Supplemental Information 
Raquel Maldonado 
 
Schooling 
College of the Sequoia, Visalia CA 
Some coursework in general education and Animal Sciences. 
 
Visalia Adult School, Visalia CA 
Business Certification 
 
 










