' Sergeant Celestina Sanchez, Public Information Officer
(559) 713-4216 (office) / (559) 713-4807 (fax)

celeste.sanchez@visalia.city ***NEWS RELEASE***

August 3, 2020

VPD Report Number:  N/A Date/Time Occurred: August 3, 2020 at 7:55 am
Type of Incident: Injury Traffic Collision Location: SR-198 at the Ben Maddox off ramp

Name of Business (if applicable):

Suspect: Age: Arrested:

Details: On August 3, 2020 at 7:55 am, VPD patrol officers conducted a traffic stop on a vehicle pulling a trailer at
SR-198 at the Ben Maddox off ramp in regards to an investigation.

While the officers were on the traffic stop, an inattentive driver traveling westbound SR-198 in the #1 lane was
unable to stop for slow moving traffic and lost control of his vehicle. His vehicle hit the guard rail and careened back
across both westbound lanes. The front of the vehicle collided with the trailer and the trailer struck a VPD officer
resulting in moderate injuries to the officer. The officer was transported to a local hospital where he is listed in stable
condition.

Officer Dale Rush has 19 years of service and is assigned to the Patrol Division.

The investigation was completed by the California Highway Patrol.

Arresting / Investigating Officer: VPD Patrol/CHP Supervisor: Sgt. Pree
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