PLANNING COMMISSION AGENDA

VICE CHAIRPERSON:
Brett Taylor

CHAIRPERSON:
Adam Peck

COMMISSIONERS: Adam Peck, Brett Taylor, Liz Wynn, Lawrence Segrue, Chris Gomez

MONDAY, APRIL 25, 2016; 7:00 P.M., COUNCIL CHAMBERS, 707 W. ACEQUIA, VISALIA CA
1. THE PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE -

2. CITIZEN'S COMMENTS - This is the time for citizens to comment on subject matters that
are not on the agenda but are within the jurisdiction of the Visalia Planning Commission.
The Commission requests that a 5-minute time limit be observed for comments. Please
begin your comments by stating and spelling your name and providing your street name
and city. Please note that issues raised under Citizen's Comments are informational only
and the Commission will not take action at this time.

3. CHANGES OR COMMENTS TO THE AGENDA-

4, CONSENT CALENDAR - All items under the consent calendar are to be considered routine
and will be enacted by one motion. For any discussion of an item on the consent calendar,
it will be removed at the request of the Commission and made a part of ithe reguiar agenda.

e No ltems on Consent Calendar

5. PUBLIC HEARING — Andy Chamberlain
Variance No. 2016-02: A request by Dr. Karen MacKenzie to allow a variance to the
minimum required rear yard area, for a garage and second dwelling unit, in the Single Family
Residential (R-1-6) Zone. The site is located at 609 N. Encina Street. (APN: 094-012-017)
The project is Categorically Exempt from the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA)
pursuant to CEQA Guidelines Section 15305, Categorical Exemption No. 2016-08

6. PUBLIC HEARING — Brandon Smith
Recommendation to Adopt Zoning Text Amendment No. 2015-05: A request by the
City of Visalia to repeal Chapter 17.48 (Signs) of the Visalia Municipal Code Title 17
(Zoning Ordinance) and adopt a new Chapter 17.48 of the Visalia Municipal Code
pertaining to sign regulations. The project is Categorically Exempt from the California
Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) pursuant to CEQA Guidelines Section 15305,
Categorical Exemption No. 2015-17

7. DIRECTOR’S REPORT/ PLANNING COMMISSION DISCUSSION-

The Planning Commission meeting may end no later than 11:00 P.M. Any unfinished business may be continued to a
future date and time to be determined by the Commission at this meeting. The Planning Commission routinely visits the
project sites listed on the agenda.

For the hearing impaired, if signing is desired, please call (553) 713-4359 twenty-four (24} hours in advance of the
scheduled meeting time to request these services. For the visually impaired, if enlarged print or Braille copy is desired,
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please call (559) 713-4359 for this assistance in advance of the meeting and such services will be provided as soon as
possibie following the meeting.

Any written materials relating to an item on this agenda submitted to the Planning Commission after distribution of the
agenda packet are available for public inspection in the City Office, 315 E. Acequia Visalia, CA 93291, during normal

business hours.
APPEAL PROCEDURE

THE LAST DAY TO FILE AN APPEAL IS THURSDAY, MAY 5, 2016 BEFORE 5 PM
According to the City of Visalia Zoning Ordinance Section 17.02.145 and Subdivision Ordinance Section 16.04.040, an
appeal to the City Council may be submitted within ten days following the date of a decision by the Planning
Commission. An appeal form with applicable fees shall be filed with the City Clerk ai 220 N. Sania Fe, Visalia, CA
93292. The appeal shall specify errors or abuses of discretion by the Planning Commission, or decisions not supported
by the evidence in the record. The appeal form can be found on the city's website v . visziia.city or from the City Clerk.
THE NEXT REGULAR MEETING WILL BE HELD ON MONDAY, MAY 9, 2016




REPORT TO CITY OF VISALIA PLANNING COMMISSION

& HEARING DATE: April 25, 2015

PROJECT PLANNER: Andrew Chamberiain, Senior Planner
Phone No. 713-4003

SUBJECT: Variance No. 2016-02: A request by Dr. Karen MacKenzie to allow a variance to the
minimum required rear yard area, for a garage and second dwelling unit, in the Single
Family Residential (R-1-6) Zone. The site is located at 609 N. Encina Street. (APN:
094-012-017)

STAFF RECOMMENDATION

Staff recommends approval of Variance No. 2016-02, based on the findings and conditions in
Resolution No. 2016-12. Staff's recommendation is based on the conclusion that the request is
consistent with the Visalia General Plan, Historic Element, and Zoning Ordinance

RECOMMENDED MOTION

| move to approve Variance No. 2016-02, as recommended by staff, based on the findings and
conditions in Resolution No. 2016-02.

PROJECT DESCRIPTION

The variance request is to allow a garage and second dwelling unit, which would exceed the 20%
coverage requirement in the required rear yard area for enclosed structures. The allowed
coverage in the rear yard is 250 sq. ft. and the proposal would have approximately 385 sq. ft.,
thereby resulting in this variance request.

As shown in Exhibit “A”, the second dwelling unit and garage are located at the rear of the site,
detached from the primary dwelling unit. There is no garage on the site at this time. The
elevations in Exhibit “B” show that the proposed architectural style for the proposed addition
matches the existing primary structure. The existing driveway will be extended to the back to serve

the garage.

The subject site is within the Historic District, and the structure is listed on the Local Register of
Historic Structures. The Historic Preservation Advisory Committee has reviewed the proposed
construction and variance request, approving the proposed project and recommending approval of
the variance to the Planning Commission.

BACKGROUND INFORMATION

General Plan Land Use Designation: Low Density Residential

Zoning: (R-1-6) Low Density Residential

Surrounding Zoning and Land Use: North: (R-1-6) Low Density Residential - SFD
South: (R-1-8) Low Density Residential - SFD
East: (R-1-6) Low Density Residential - SFD
West: (R-1-6) Low Density Residential - MFD

Environmental Review: Categorical Exemption No. 2016-08




Historic District, and is listed on the Local Register of

Special Districts: Historic Structures

Site Plan: NA

RELATED PLANS & POLICIES

The proposed project is consistent with applicable plans and policies. See attached summary of
related plans and policies.

RELATED PROJECTS

HPAC No. 2016-01 — On February 24, 2016 the Historic Preservation Advisory Commitiee
reviewed and approved (7-0) the requested project, including the recommendation to the Planning
Commission to approve a variance to allow 30% required rear yard coverage by an enclosed
structure.

PROJECT EVALUATION

The proposed variance would allow the applicant to have 30% of the required rear yard area
covered with an enclosed structure, rather than the maximum 20% provided by Zoning Ordinance
Section 17.12.100-B. The required rear yard area is the last 25 feet of the yard, then multiplied by
the width (25 X 50 = 1250 sq. ft.), to obtain the area.

The square footage of the proposed second dwelling unit and garage exceed the 20%
requirement. Approval of the variance would allow the reduction of the required open area in the
rear yard.

Site Plan
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Historic Preservation Advisory Committee

This action began at the Historic Preservation Advisory Committee because the site is within the
Historic District, and the structure is listed on the Local Register of Historic Structures as an
“Exceptional” classified “ltalianate”. The Committee approved the requested project site plan,
elevations and recommendation for this variance based upon the following findings and conditions
listed below in HPAC No. 2016-01. The Committee found the request to be consistent with the
existing development in the Historic District related to rear yard coverage, and the use of matching
architectural style.

Findings

1.

The site is within the Historic District, and is listed in the Local Register of Historic
Structures as an “Exceptional” classified “Italianate”.

2. That the applicant’s elevations are a match for the existing architectural design and
meet the Historic Element and Ordinance policies and provisions for the addition of
new structures to the Historic District.

3. The proposal is consistent with the site and the character of the Historic District.

4. That the proposed garage and second dwelling unit would be in keeping with the
intent of the Historic Preservation Element and Ordinance, while maintaining the
historic character of buildings within the District.

5. That the recommendation to Planning Commission for approval of a variance to rear
yard coverage, is consistent with the historic placement of garages and accessory
structures in the Historic District.

6. That the proposed project would not be injurious to the surrounding properties or
character of the Historic District.

Conditions:

1. That the addition be developed consistent with Exhibits “A” and “B”, matching the
main residential unit for architectural consistency.

2. That any other exterior alterations be brought before this Committee for review prior
to their installation.

3. That all other City codes and ordinances be met.

In considering the item, the fact
that the primary unit is setback
approximately 45 feet from the
front property line, thus reducing
the amount of rear yard area to
work with, and the fact that most
historic residential units have
their garage located in or close
to the rear yard led the
Committee to feel that the
proposed project was
appropriate for the Historic
District and Local Register as

South Elevation




presented. In addition, the matching architectural style and the fact that there is a two story
multiple family apartment complex 10 feet behind the subject site meant there would be no
adverse impact to the adjacent property to the rear.

Architectural Consistency: The primary dwelling unit is on the Local Register as an Exceptional
classified ltalianate. The elevations provided in Exhibit “B” illustrate the matching architectural
design of the proposed addition. The style and materials are consistent with the main structure.

Maximum Height: The maximum height for accessory structures in the required rear yard area is
12 feet above average grade adjacent to the structure. The proposed design would be at the 12-
foot height limit.

Applicant Findings

The applicant’s variance findings below identify the basis for a reduction in the required rear yard
open space to allow 30% coverage by an enclosed structure.

1. That strict or literal interpretation and enforcement of the specified regulation would result
in practical difficulty or unnecessary hardship inconsistent with the objectives of the zoning
ordinance;

Meeting the required maximum 20% required rear yard area coverage would require
the relocation or elimination of portions of the project resulfing in an unreasonable

hardship.

2. That there are exceptional or extraordinary circumstances or conditions applicable to the
property involved or to the intended use of the property which do not apply generally to
other properties classified in the same zone;

The existing primary structure setback of 45 feet._and lot width of 50 feet, limits the
ability to locate garages and second dwelling units which are typically found in the
rear yard areas in the Historic District.

3. That strict or literal interpretation and enforcement of the specified regulation would deprive
the applicant of privileges enjoyed by the owners of other properties classified in the same

zone;

There are numerous sites in the immediate area where the rear yard coverage is
exceeded well beyond what is_being requested in this action. This appears fo be

very typical of historic homes in the older developed areas of fown, both in and
outside of the Historic District.

4. That the granting of the variance will not constitute a grant of special privilege inconsistent
with the limitations on other properties classified in the same zone;

There are numerous_sites in the_immediate area where the rear yard coverage is
exceeded well beyond what is being requested in this action. This appears fo be
very typical of historic homes in the older developed areas of town, both in and
oulside of the Historic District.

5. That the granting of the variance will not be defrimental to the public health, safety or
welfare, or materially injurious to properties or improvements in the vicinity.

The proposed reduction of the rear yard area to allow approximately 30% coverage
by _an enclosed structure is consistent with other properties in this area and as




designed will not be detrimental to the public health, safety or welfare, or materially
injurious to properties or improvements in the vicinity.

Staff concurs with the applicants findings and is recommending that the Planning Commission
approve the variance.

Environmental Review

The requested action is considered Categorically Exempt under Section 15305 of the Guidelines
for the Implementation of the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA). (Categorical Exemption
No. 2016-08).

RECOMMENDED FINDINGS

1. That strict or literal interpretation and enforcement of the specified regulation would result
in practical difficulty or unnecessary hardship inconsistent with the objectives of the zoning
ordinance;

Meeting the required maximum 20% required rear yard area coverage would require
the relocation or elimination of portions of the project resulting in an unreasonable

hardship.

2. That there are exceptional or extraordinary circumstances or conditions applicable to the
property involved or to the intended use of the property which do not apply generally to
other properties classified in the same zone;

The existing primary structure setback of 45 feet, and lot width of 50 feet, limits the
abiiity fo iocate garages and second dweiiing uniis which are typicaiiy found in the
rear yard areas in the Historic District.

3. That strict or literal interpretation and enforcement of the specified regulation would deprive
the applicant of privileges enjoyed by the owners of other properties classified in the same
zone;

There are numerous sites in the immediate area where the rear yard coverage is
exceeded well beyond what is being requested in this action. This appears tc be
very typical of historic homes in the older developed areas of town, both in and
outside of the Historic District.

4, That the granting of the variance will not constitute a grant of special privilege inconsistent
with the limitations on other properties classified in the same zone;

There are numerous sifes in the immediate area where the rear yard coverage is
exceeded well beyond what is being requested in this action. This appears to be
very typical of historic homes in the older developed areas of town, both in and
outside of the Historic District.

5. That the granting of the variance will not be detrimental to the public health, safety or
welfare, or materially injurious to properties or improvements in the vicinity.

The proposed reduction of the rear yard area to allow approximately 30% coverage
by an enclosed sfructure js consistent with _other properties in this area and as
designed will not be detrimental to the public health, safety or welfare, or materially
injurious to properties or improvements in the vicinily.




6. That the Historic Preservation Advisory Committee recommends approval of the proposed
project, finding it consistent with the Historic District and Local Register of Historic
Structures per their approval action on HPAC No. 2016-01.

7. That the project is considered Categorically Exempt under Section 15305 of the Guidelines
for the Implementation of the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) (Categorical
Exemption No. 2016-08).

RECOMMENDED CONDITIONS OF APPROVAL

. That the site be developed in substantial compliance with the site plan and elevations in

Exhibits “A” and “B”.

2. That the project meet the requirements of HPAC No. 2016-01.
3. That ali other City codes and ordinances be met.
. That the applicant submit to the City of Visalia a signed receipt and acceptance of conditions

from the applicant and property owner, stating that they understand and agree to all the
conditions of Variance No. 2016-02, prior to the issuance of any building permits for this
project.

APPEAL INFORMATION

According to the City of Visalia Zoning Ordinance Section 17.02.145, an appeal to the City Council
may be submitted within ten days following the date of a decision by the Planning Commission. An
appeal with applicable fees shall be in writing and shall be filed with the City Clerk at 220 N. Santa
Fe Sireet, Visalia, CA 93292. The appeal shall specify errors or abuses of discretion by the
Planning Commission, or decisions not supported by the evidence in the record. The appeal form
can be found on the city's website www.ci.visalia.ca.us or from the City Clerk.

Attachments.

Related Plans and Policies
Resolution No. 2016-12
Exhibit “A” — Site Plan
Exhibit “B” — Elevations
General Plan Land Use Map
Zoning Map

Aerial Map

Location Map




RELATED PLANS AND POLICIES

R-1 SINGLE-FAMILY RESIDENTIAL ZONE (Excerpts)

17.12.00A Article 1. General

17.12.010 Purpose and intent.

In the R-1 single-family residential zone, the purpose and intent is to provide living area within the city
where development is limited to low density concentrations of one-family dwellings where regulations
are designed to accomplish the following: to promote and encourage a suitable environment for family
life; to provide space for community facilities needed to compliment urban residential areas and for
institutions which require a residential environment; to minimize traffic congestion and to avoid an
overload of utilities designed to service only low density residential use. (Prior code § 7270)

17.12.020 Permitted uses.

In the R-1 single-family residential zone, permitted uses include:

A. One-family dwellings;

B. Raising of fruit and nut trees, vegetables and horticultural specialties;

C. Accessory structures located on the same site with a permitted use including private garages
and carports, one guest house, storehouses, garden structures, green houses, recreation room and
hobby shops;

D. Swimming pools used solely by persons resident on the site and their guests; provided, that no
swimming pool or accessory mechanical equipment shall be located in a required front yard or in a

required side yard,;

E. Temporary subdivision sales offices;
F. Licensed day care for a maximum of fourteen (14} children in addition to the residing family,
G. Twenty-four (24} hour residential care facilities or foster homes, for a maximum of six individuals

in addition to the residing family;
H. Signs subject to the provisions of Chapter 17.48,
l The keeping of household pets, subject to the definition of household pets set forth in Section
17.04.030;
J. Second dwelling units as specified in Sections 17.12.140 through 17.12.200;
K. Adult day care up to twelve (12) persons in addition to the residing family;
Other uses similar in nature and intensity as determined by the city planner;
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M. Single-family residential subdivisions with mixed lot size, subject to the provisions of Sections
17.12.210 through 17.12.240;

N. Legally existing multiple family units, and expansion or reconstruction as provided in Section

17.12.070. (Ord. 9605 § 30 (part), 1996: prior code § 7271)

17.12.030 Accessory uses.

In the R-1 single-family residential zone, accessory uses include:

A. Home occupations subject to the provisions of Section 17.32.030;

B. Accessory buildings subject to the provisions of Section 17.32.050. (Prior code § 7272)

17.12.040 Conditional uses.

In the R-1 single-family residential zone, the following conditional uses may be permitted in accordance
with the provisions of Chapter 17.38:

A Planned unit development subject to the provisions of Chapter 17.26;

B. Public and quasi-public uses of an educational or religious type including public and parochial
elementary schools, junior high schools, high schools and colleges; nursery schools, licensed day care
facilities for more than twelve (12) children; churches, parsonages and other religious institutions;

C. Public and private charitable institutions, general hospitals, sanitariums, nursing and
convalescent homes; not including specialized hospitals, sanitariums, or nursing, rest and convalescent
homes including care for acute psychiatric, drug addiction or alcoholism cases;

D. Public uses of an administrative, recreational, public service or cultural type including city,



county, state or federal administrative centers and courts, libraries, museums, art galleries, police and
fire stations, ambulance service and other public building, structures and facilities; public playgrounds,
parks and community centers;
E. Electric distribution substations;
Gas regulator stations;
Public service pumping stations, i.e., community water service wells;
Communications equipment buildings;
Planned neighborhood commercial center subject to the provisions of Chapter 17.26;
Residential development specifically designed for senior housing;
Mobile home parks in conformance with Section 17.32.040;

. Developments with modified residential standards in the R-1-6 zone in conformance with
Chapter 17.30, Article 2;
M. Residential developments utilizing private streets in which the net lot area (lot area not including
street area) meets or exceeds the site area prescribed by this article and in which the private streets
are designed and constructed to meet or exceed public street standards;
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N. Adult day care in excess of twelve (12) persons;
0. Duplexes on corner lots;
P. Twenty-four (24} hour residential care facilities or foster homes for more than six individuals in

addition to the residing family;

Q. Other uses similar in nature and intensity as determined by the city planner. (Ord. 9605 § 30
(part), 1996: prior code § 7273)

17.12.050 Site area.

In the R-1 single-family residential zone, the minimum site area shall be as follows:

Zone Permitted or Conditional Use

R-1-6 6,000 square feet

R-1-12.5 12,500 square feet

R-1-20 20,000 square feet
A Each site shall have not less than forty (40) feet of frontage on the public street. The minimum
width shall be as follows:

Zone Interior Lot  Corner Lot

R-1-6 60 feet 70 feet

R-1-12.5 90 feet 100 feet

R-1-20 100 feet 110 feet
B. Minimum width for corner lot on a side on cul-de-sac shall be eighty (80) feet. {Prior code §
7274)

17.12.060 One dwelling unit per site.

In the R-1 single-family residential zone, not more than one dwelling unit shall be located on each site.
(Prior code § 7275)

17.12.070 Replacement and expansion of legally existing multiple family units.

In the R-1 single-family residential zone, in accordance with Sections 17.10.020, 17.12.020 and
17.14.030, legally existing multiple family units may be expanded or replaced if destroyed by fire or
other disaster subject to the following criteria:

A. A planned development permit as provided in Chapter 17.28 is required for all expansions or
replacements. _
B. Replacement/expansion of unit(s) shall be designed and constructed in an architectural style

compatible with the existing single-family units in the neighborhood. Review of elevations for
replacement/expansion shall occur through the site plan review process. Appeals to architectural
requirements of the site plan review committee shall be subject to the appeals process set forth in
Chapter 17.32, Article 5.

C. Setbacks and related development standards shall be consistent with existing single-family units
in the neighborhood.
D. Parking requirements set forth in Section 17.34.020 and landscaping requirements shall meet

current city standards and shall apply to the entire site(s), not just the replacement unit(s) or expanded
area, which may result in the reduction of the number of units on the site.



E. The number of multiple family units on the site shall not be increased.

F. All rights established under Sections 17.10.020, 17.12.020, 17.12.070 and 17.14.030 shall be
null and void one hundred eighty (180) days after the date that the unit(s) are destroyed (or rendered
uninhabitable), unless a building permit has been obtained and diligent pursuit of construction has
commenced. The approval of a planned development permit does not constitute compliance with this
requirement. (Prior code § 7276)

17.12.080 Front yard.

In the R-1 single-family residential zone:

A The minimum front yard shall be as follows:
Zone Minimum Front Yard
R-1-6 25 feet
R-1-12.5 30 feet
R-1-20 35 feet
B. On a site situated between sites improved with buildings, the minimum front yard may be the

average depth of the front yards on the improved site adjoining the side iines of the site but need not
exceed the minimum front yard specified above.

C. On cul-de-sac lots where the side lot line is perpendicular to the main axis of the sireet, the
minimum front yard shall be no less than twenty (20) feet along the curved portions of the right-of-way,
with an average of twenty-five (25) foot setbacks. (Prior code § 7277)

17.12.090 Side yards.

In the R-1 single-family residential zone:

A. The minimum side yard shall be five feet in the R-1-6 and R-1-12.5 zone subject to the
exception that on the street side of a corner lot the side yard shall be not less than ten feet.

B. The minimum side yard shall be ten feet in the R-1-20 zone subject to the exception that on the
street side of a corner lot the side yard shall be not less than twenty (20) feet.

C. On a reversed corner lot the side yard adjoining the street shall be not less than ten feet.

D. Side yard requiremenis may be zero feet on one side of a iot if iwo or more consecutive iots are
approved for a zero lot line development by the site plan review committee.

E. The placement of any mechanical equipment, including but not limited to, pool/spa equipment

and evaporative coolers shall not be permitted in the five foot side yard within the buildable area of the
lot, or within five feet of rear/side properiy lines that are adjacent to the required side yard on adjoining
lots. This provision shall not apply to street side yards on comer lots, nor shall it prohibit the surface
mounting of utility meters and/or the placement of fixtures and utility lines as approved by the building
and planning divisions. (Prior code § 7278)

17.12.100 Rear yard.

In the R-1 single-family residential zone, the minimum yard shall be twenty-five (25) feet, subject to the
following exceptions:

A, On a corner or reverse comer ot the rear yard shall be twenty-five (25) feet on the narrow side
or twenty (20) feet on the long side of the lot. The decision as to whether the short side or long side is
used as the rear yard area shall be left to the applicant's discretion as long as a minimum area of one
thousand five hundred (1,500) square feet of usable rear yard area is maintained. The remaining side
yard to be a minimum of five feet.

B. Accessory structures not exceeding one story may be located in the required rear yard but not
closer than three feet to any lot line. On a reverse corner lot an accessory structure shall not be located
closer to the rear property line than the required side yard on the adjoining key lot. An accessory
structure shall not be closer to a side property line adjoining key lot and not closer to a side property
line adjoining the street than the required front yard on the adjoining key lot. In placing accessory
structures in a required rear yard, a usable, open, rear yard area of at least one thousand two hundred
(1,200) square feet shall be maintained.

C. Main structures may encroach up to five feet into a required rear yard area provided that such
encroachment does not exceed one story and that a usable, open, rear yard area of at least one
thousand five hundred (1,500) square feet shall be maintained. Such encroachment and rear yard area
shall be approved by the city planner prior to issuing building permits. (Ord. 8605 § 30 (part), 1996:
prior code § 7279)



Chapter 17.56
HISTORIC PRESERVATION DISTRICT

17.56.010 Purposes and intent.

A. There is created a historic district, the boundaries of which are shown on the two maps
entitled, “Historic District Overlay,” which accompany the ordinance codified in this chapter and which
are on file in the office of the city clerk, on the 19th day of November, 1979 and dated 19th day of
November, 1979. Said maps are adopted and made a part of this chapter.

B. This chapter is enacted to preserve and promote the public health, safety and welfare of
the residents of the city, and to express the commitment of the city to assure that the city's cultural
heritage, as reflected in its historic structures, sites, and features is not destroyed, through:

1. The protection and preservation of historic structures;

2. The preservation and maintenance of historic residential areas as cohesive
neighborhood units;

3. The enhancement of property values in the older areas of the city;

4, The assurance that the community's cultural heritage, as reflected in the environment, is
not lost;

5. The encouragement of the development of vacant and incompatibly developed
properties in accordance with the character of the historic district;

6. The involvement of residents of the older areas in planning their own neighborhoods.

(Ord. 2001-13 § 4 (part), 2001: prior code § 7700)
17.56.020 Components of the chapter.
This chapter shall inciude:

1. The ordinance, which specifies the historic district overlay designation, design evaluation
criteria, and the formation, powers and duties of a historic preservation advisory committee;
2. Creation of a local register of historic structures, sites and features which may be

modified from time to time by resolution of the city council.

3. Two maps which designate the historic district overlay. (Ord. 2001-13 § 4 (part), 2001:
prior code § 7701)

17.56.030 Definitions.

A All definitions, general and specific, set forth in Section 17.04.030 shall be applicable to
this chapter.

B. Definitions.

“Construction” means any building activity requiring the issuance of a building permit, except for
any activity which does not affect the exterior appearance of the structure.

“Enlargement” means construction which results in the expansion of the gross floor area of a
structure.

“Historic structure® means a structure listed on the Local Register.

“Local register’ means the listing of local historic structures, sites and features adopted by the
city council and maintained by the historic preservation advisory committee, and incorporated herein by
reference. (Ord. 2001-13 § 4 {part), 2001: prior code § 7702)

17.56.040 Regulation of structures.

No structure shall be constructed, altered or enlarged which is located in the historic district or
which is listed as an “exceptional” or “focus” structure on the local register and is located outside the
historic district, unless such a permit is issued pursuant to the terms of this chapter. No structure listed
on the local register shall be moved or demolished unless a permit is issued pursuant to the terms of
this chapter. (Ord. 2001-13 § 4 (part), 2001: prior code § 7703)

17.56.050 Creation of historic preservation advisory committee.

In order to execute the purposes declared in this chapter, there is created a historic preservation
advisory committee.

A, Committee Membership.

1. The historic preservation advisory committee shall consist of seven members appointed



by the city council to serve without compensation. All committee members shall be residents of the city
at the time of their appointment and will lose their position if they move outside the city limits during
their term of office. Members shall be appointed on the basis of:

Relevant professional or business qualifications;

Ownership of property within the historic district;

Practical experience in restoration or preservation;

Exceptional civic interest.

Terms of office shall be for three years.

Vacancies which may occur on the committee shall be filled by appointment of a new
member of the city council for the duration of the unexpired term of office. The council shall also have
the power to remove any member from the committee by an affirmative vote of three council members.
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3. Four members of the committee shall constitute a quorum for the transaction of
business.
B. Procedures for the Review of Applications. The operating procedures of the historic

preservation advisory committee shall be prescribed from time to time by resolution of the city council,
for the purpose of carrying into effect the standards and specifications of this chapter. The committee
may adopt, amend, and repeal rules and regulations governing the conduct of its meetings, as long as
said rules do not violate the procedures established by the city council or the terms of this chapter.

C. Duties and Responsibilities. The historic preservation advisory committee shall review
applications only as specified in this chapter, consistent with the rules and regulations adopted from
time to time by resolution of the city council (as referred to in Section 17.56.050(B). Applications shall
be approved or disapproved based solely on the considerations set forth in this chapter. It is the intent
of this chapter that the historic preservation advisory committee shall encourage applicants to make
alterations and repairs to structures in the spirit of the architectural style of the structure. The duties and
responsibilities of the historic preservation advisory committee shall include the following:

1. It shall be the duty of the historic preservation advisory commiittee to review all proposed
zoning actions (zone changes, conditional use permits, special zoning exceptions, planned unit
developments and variances) within the historic district. The committee may recommend approval,
conditional approval, modification or disapproval of an application based upon the expected impact of
the proposed zoning action on the historic or architectural significance of the affected structure(s),
neighborhood, or the entire historic district. The committee's recommendation shall be forwarded to the
planning commission for its consideration.

2. It shall be the duty of the historic preservation advisory committee to review all
applications for planned development permits within the historic district for compliance with the
provisions of this chapter. liems which shall be subject to review by the committee include but are not
limited to vehicular access, location and screening of parking, setbacks, location of service use areas,
walls and landscaping. The committee may recommend approval, conditional approval, disapproval or
resubmittal of the planned development permit application. The committee's recommendation shall be
forwarded to the site plan review committee for its consideration.

3. It shall be the duty of the historic preservation advisory committee to review all
applications for the construction or exterior alteration or enlargement of structures within the historic
district or for structures located outside the historic district and listed as “exceptional” or “focus”
structures on the local register. The committee shall have the power to approve, modify or disapprove
such applications before a building permit can be issued, subject to the provisions of Sections
17.56.100 and 17.56.110.

4, It shall be the duty of the historic preservation advisory committee to review all
applications for sign permits within the historic district or for properties located outside the historic
district and listed as “exceptional’ or "focus” on the local register. The committee may recommend
approval, conditional approval or denial of the sign permit application based upon the proposed design
and/or materials, but not upon the proposed size or location. The application shall then be presented to
the proper issuing authority for sign permits, pursuant to Chapter 17.48. Sign permits shall be issued
only in compliance with the recommendation of the committee. Approval by the committee in no way
implies approval by the issuing authority for sign permits, whose approval must aiso be secured
pursuant to Chapter 17.48.



Sl It shall be the duty of the historic preservation advisory committee to review all
applications for the moving or demolition of structures listed on the local register. The committee shall
have the power to approve, conditionally approve, or disapprove such applications, subject to the
provisions of Section 17.56.130C.

6. It shall be the duty of the historic preservation advisory committee to compile and update
the historic survey and inventory, and to nominate properties to the local register and the National
Register of Historic Places. In selecting properties for nomination to the local register, the board shall
consider:

a. Architectural significance and style;

b. Historic significance, including age of structure, original owners, and events related to
the structure, site or original owners.

The committee shall review the local register annually, make recommendations for the addition
or deletion of structures or sites, and submit said recommendations to the planning commission and
city council for certification.

7. Permits may be issued for air conditioners, electrical work and plumbing work which is
visible from a public right-of-way when the chief building official determines that the work insignificantly
affects the exterior of a structure, or that reasonable alternatives as to location or screening have been
employed. The building official may forward to the historic preservation advisory committee applications
for permits for this type of work when it appears that the appearance of a structure may be significantly
altered.

This subsection shall not apply to the following types of permit applications:

1. Reroofing with like materials;

2. Residing with like materials;

3. Swimming pools;

4. Masonry repairs with like materials;

5. Chimney repair with like materials. (Ord. 2001-13 § 4 (part), 2001: prior code § 7704)
17.56.060 Appeal.

Any person or persons jointly or severally aggrieved by a decision of the historic preservation
advisory committee may make an appeal in writing therefrom to the city council within ten days of said
action. The city council, after proceeding in the manner as provided therein and with the same power
and authority there invested in passing upon appeals before it under the provisions of law and this
chapter and in the exercise thereof, may reverse, affirm or modify or affirm as modified the action of the
historic preservation advisory committee. Appeals of a decision of the site plan review committee shall
be filed with the pianning commission in the manner prescribed in Section 17.28.050. (Ord. 2001-13 § 4
(part), 2001: prior code § 7705)

17.56.070 Demolition or moving of historic structures.

A. The demolition of structures listed on the local register, and the moving of local register
structures from their sites, shall be discouraged. The historic preservation advisory committee shall
review all applications for demolition or moving permits for structures on the local register and for any
structures within the historic district boundaries.

B. After due consideration, the committee shall exercise one of the options listed below:

1. The committee may approve the demolition permit if it finds that the structure is a hazard
to public health or safety, as determined by the building official or his designee, in consultation with the
historic preservation advisory committee.

2. The committee may decide that up to a six month moratorium be placed upon the
processing of the demolition or moving permit, in order to allow time for the applicant and the
committee to find alternative uses for the structure and to seek alternative solutions to the demolition or
moving of the structure. If no alternatives are found, after the six month moratorium has expired, the
committee must approve the application.

3. In the case of local register structures which have been classified as “exceptional,” the
committee may deny an application for demolition, after the six month moratorium has expired. Denial
of a demolition permit by the committee is subject to appeal to the city council pursuant to Section
17.56.060.

4, The committee may approve the application.



C. When an application is acted upon, the committee shall notify the building official of the
approval, conditional approval or denial. Upon receipt of said notification, the building official shall
process the application accordingly. If, after six months from the date of filing of the application, the
building official has not received such notification, a permit may be issued. Approval of a permit
application by the committee in no way implies approval by the building official, whose approval must
also be secured. (Ord. 2001-13 § 4 (part), 2001: prior code § 7706)

17.56.080 Ordinance maintenance and repair.

Nothing in this chapter shall be construed to prevent ordinary maintenance or repair of any
structure within the historic district; provided such work involves no change which requires issuance of
a building permit. Nothing in this chapter shall be
construed to prevent the construction, reconstruction, alteration or demolition of any feature which in
the view of the proper authority acting lawfully is required for the public safety because of an unsafe or
dangerous condition. {Ord. 2001-13 § 4 (part), 2001; prior code § 7708)

17.56.090 Exceptions to Visalia Municipal Code requirements.

Due to the peculiar conditions of design and construction in historic neighborhoods where
structures were sometimes built close to lot lines, and where ownership patterns have changed over
the years, it is sometimes in the public interest to retain the historic appearance of a neighborhood by
making an exception to normal setback, parking, landscaping, fencing and screening requirements of
the Visalia Municipal Code, where such an exception does not interfere with the public health or safety.
Within the historic district, where it is deemed that such an exception is warranted and will not
adversely affect neighboring properties, the historic preservation advisory committee may initiate and/or
recommend to the planning commission that such exception to Visalia Municipal Code requirements be
made. (Ord. 2001-13 § 4 (part), 2001: prior code § 7709)

17.56.100 Building design compatibility criteria.

This section contains criteria for reviewing all applications for new construction and sign permits
within the historic district, and for any rehabilitation, renovation, alteration, reconstruction, or
enlargement affecting the exterior appearance of any structure within the historic district which is not
listed on the local register, which requires the issuance of a building permit. Each application shall be
considered in terms of its compatibility or complementariness with a majority of structures in the
immediately surrounding area. In reviewing an application, the historic preservation advisory committee
shall consider the following general design standards and principles:

A. Height and Scale. New buildings should be constructed to a height within a reasonable
average height of existing adjacent buildings.

B. Spacing of Buildings on Street. A rhythm of recurrent building masses to separations
should be retained.

C. Relationship of Materials and Textures. Choice of building materials and texture (smooth
and rough) should enhance the desired neighborhood qualities such as compatibility, similarity and
continuity.

D. Relationship of Architectural Details and Roof Shapes. Choice of architectural details
and roof shape should insure compatible appearance with surrounding structures.

E. Walls of Continuity. Physical ingredients such as brick walls, wrought iron fences,

evergreen landscape masses should be used to form continuous cohesive walls of enclosure along the
street.

F. Landscaping. Landscaping should reflect the predominant quality and quantity of
landscaping within the surrounding area. The concern here is more with mass and continuity.
G. Directional Expression of Front Elevations. Structural shape, placement of openings, and

architectural details should be used to give a compatible appearance with adjacent structures which
may be horizontal, vertical or nondirectional in nature. (Ord. 2001-13 § 4 (part), 2001: prior code §
7710)

17.56.110 Local register structures.

This section contains criteria for reviewing all applications for building permits for exterior
rehabilitation, renovation, alteration, reconstruction, or enlargement of any local register structure within
the historic district, or any “exceptional” or “focus” local register structure outside the historic district,
and for any interior modification which requires the issuance of a building permit for a publicly owned



and publicly accessible local register structure. In reviewing an application, the historic preservation
advisory committee shall consider the following general standards and principles:

A Every reasonable effort shall be made to provide a compatible use for a property that
requires minimal alteration of the building structure, or site and its environment, or to use a property for
its originally intended purpose.

B. The distinguiching original qualitiee or character of a building, structure, or site and its
environment shall not be destroyed. The removal or alteration of any historic material or distinctive
architectural features should be avoided when possible.

C. All buildings, structures and sites shall be recognized as products of their own time.
Alterations which have no historic basis and which seek to create an earlier appearance shall be
discouraged.

D. Changes, which may have taken place in the course of time, are evidence of the history
and development of a building, structure, or site and its environment. These changes may have
acquired significance in their own right, and this significance shall be recognized and respected.

E. Distinctive stylistic features or examples of skiiled craftsmanship, which characterize a
building, structure or site, shall be treated with sensitivity.
F. Deteriorated architectural features shall be repaired rather than replaced, wherever

possible. In the event replacement is necessary, the new material should match the material being
replaced in composition, design, color, texture and other visual qualities. Repair or replacement of
missing archiiectural feaiures shouid be based on accurale duplicaiions of features, substantiated by
historical, physical or pictorial evidence rather than on conjectural designs or the availability of different
architectural elements from other buildings or structures.

G. The surface cleaning of structures shall be undertaken with the gentlest means possible.
Sandblasting and other cleaning methods that will damage the historic building materials shall not be
undertaken, without prior approval of the historic preservation advisory committee.

H. Every reasonable effort shall be made to protect and preserve archaeological resources
affected by, or adjacent to any acquisition, protection, stabilization, preservation, rehabilitation,
restoration or reconstruction project. (Ord. 2001-13 § 4 (part), 2001: prior code § 7711)



RESOLUTION NO. 2016-12

A RESOLUTION OF THE PLANNING COMMISSION OF THE CITY OF VISALIA
APPROVING VARIANCE NO. 2016-02: A REQUEST BY DR. KAREN MACKENZIE
TO ALLOW A VARIANCE TO THE MINIMUM REQUIRED REAR YARD AREA, FOR A
GARAGE AND SECOND DWELLING UNIT, IN THE SINGLE FAMILY RESIDENTIAL
(R-1-6) ZONE. THE SITE IS LOCATED AT 609 N. ENCINA STREET. (APN: 094-012-
017)

WHEREAS, Variance No. 2016-02 is request by Dr. Karen MacKenzie to allow a
variance to the minimum required rear yard area, for a garage and second dwelling unit,
in the Single Family Residential (R-1-6) Zone. The site is located at 609 N. Encina
Street. (APN: 094-012-017); and

WHEREAS, the Planning Commission of the City of Visalia, after published
notice scheduled a public hearing before said commission on April 25, 2016; and

WHEREAS, the Planning Commission of the City of Visalia finds Variance No.
2016-02, as conditioned by staff, to be in accordance with Chapter 17.42 of the Zoning
Ordinance of the City of Visalia based on the evidence contained in the staff report and
testimony presented at the public hearing; and

WHEREAS, the Planning Commission of the City of Visaiia finds the project to be
Categorically Exempt consistent with the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA)
and City of Visalia Environmental Guidelines.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the project is exempt from further
environmental review pursuant to CEQA Section 15305.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Planning
Commission of the City of Visalia makes the following specific finding based on the
evidence presented:

1. That strict or literal interpretation and enforcement of the specified regulation
would result in practical difficulty or unnecessary hardship inconsistent with the
objectives of the zoning ordinance;

Meeting the required maximum 20% required rear yard area coverage
would require the relocation or_elimination of portions _of the project
resulting in an unreasonable hardship.

2. That there are exceptional or extraordinary circumstances or conditions
applicable to the properly involved or to the intended use of the property which
do not apply generally to other properties classified in the same zone;

The existing primary structure setback of 45 feet, and lot width of 50 feef,
limits the ability to locate garages and second dwelling units which are

typically found in the rear yard areas in the Historic District.

Resclution No. 2016-12



3. That strict or literal interpretation and enforcement of the specified regulation
would deprive the applicant of privileges enjoyed by the owners of other
properties classified in the same zone;

There are numerous sites in the immediate area where the rear yard
coverage is exceeded well heyond what is being requested in this action.
This appears to be very typical of historic homes in the older developed
areas of town, both in and outside of the Historic District.

4. That the granting of the variance will not constitute a grant of special privilege
inconsistent with the limitations on other properties classified in the same zone;

There are numerous sites in the immedjate area where the rear vard
coverage is exceeded well beyond what is being requested in this action.
This appears to be very typical of historic homes in the older developed
areas of town, both in and outside of the Historic District.

5. That the granting of the variance will not be detrimental to the public health,
safety or welfare, or materially injurious to properties or improvements in the
vicinity.

The proposed reduction of the rear yard area to allow approximately 30%
coverage by an enclosed structure is consistent with other properties in
this area and as designed will not be defrimental to the public health,
safety or welfare, or materially injurious to properties or improvements in

the vicinity.
6. That the Historic Preservation Advisory Committee recommends approval of the

proposed project, finding it consistent with the Historic District and Local
Register of Historic Structures per their approval action on HPAC No. 2016-01.

7. That the project is considered Categorically Exempt under Section 15305 of the
Guidelines for the Implementation of the California Environmental Quality Act
(CEQA) (Categorical Exemption No. 2016-08).

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Planning Commission hereby approves
Variance No. 2015-09, as conditioned, on the real property herein above described in
accordance with the terms of this resolution under the provision of Section 17.42.090 of
the Ordinance Code of the City of Visalia, subject to the following conditions:

1. That the site be developed in substantial compliance with the site plan and
elevations in Exhibits “A” and “B”.

2. That the project meet the requirements of HPAC No. 2016-01.
3. That all other City codes and ordinances be met.

4. That the applicant submit to the City of Visalia a signed receipt and
acceptance of conditions from the applicant and property owner, stating
that they understand and agree to all the conditions of Variance No. 2016-
02, prior to the issuance of any building permits for this project.

Resolution No. 2016-12
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City of Visalia
Memo

To: Planning Commission

From: Brandon Smith, Senior Planner
Date: April 25, 2016

Re: Recommendation to Adopt Zoning Text Amendment No. 2015-05: A request by the City

of Visalia to repeal Chapter 17.48 (Signs) of the Visalia Municipal Code Title 17 (Zoning
Ordinance} and adopt a new Chapter 17.48 of the Visalia Municipal Code pertaining to
sign regulations.

SUMMARY / STAFF RECOMMENDATION

The Draft of the City Sign Ordinance (Chapter 17.48 of the Visalia Zoning Ordinance}, with new
revisions that include the removal of regulations pertaining to “content-based” signage, is
provided to the Planning Commission for review and consideration. Staff recommends that the
Planning Commission receive a staff presentation and public testimony, and make a
recommendation of approval to the City Council for the adoption of the revised Sign Ordinance.

RECOMMENDED MOTION

That the Planning Commission recommend approval of Zoning Text Amendment No. 2015-05
by adoption of Resolution No. 2016-22, recommending that the City Council adopt the amended
Sign Ordnance.

BACKGROUND

In 2013, the City Council directed staff to initiate a comprehensive update to the City's Sign
Ordinance. The Council’s action to move forward with the update was based on a number of
issues related to signage, including the current ordinance's shortcomings in addressing current
issues and enforcement, the need for targeted community outreach, and addressing case law
issues in current ordinance language. Later in the year, the City Council authorized entering
into a contract with planning consultant Dyett & Bhatia for the preparation of a comprehensive
update, and authorized the formation of a Technical Advisory Committee (TAC) to help identify
issues in the current ordinance and to provide recommendations on regulations during the
update.

The TAC meetings culminated in the development of an initial Draft Signh Ordinance document
dated March 17, 2015. This document was first reviewed by the Planning Commission during a
work session held on March 23, 2015. On April 13, 2015, the Planning Commission considered
additional analysis and information prepared by staff regarding the Sign Ordinance, and voted
5-0 to recommend adoption of the Draft Sign Ordinance with modifications.

The Draft Sign Crdinance was then presented to the City Council on May 18, 2015, for a first reading.
After holding a public hearing the Council requested a continuance to allow time for staff to work
further with the business community and seek consensus direction regarding window signage and
other certain types of temporary signage.



REED V. TOWN OF GILBERT

On June 18, 2015, the United States Supreme Court issued its decision in the case of Reed v.
Town of Gilbert. The decision made significant changes to the manner in which local
governments may regulate temporary signs based on their content. In summary, the Supreme
Court concluded that the Town of Gilbert's sign code was content-based on its face because it
defined categories of political, ideological, and directional temporary signs on the basis of their
message, and then appiied different restrictions. Because the sign code was content-based,
the Court concluded that it need not even consider the Town of Gilbert's justifications or
purposes for enacting its sign code. Nonetheless, the Court went on to discuss a multitude of
reasons why the sign code would not survive strict scrutiny review.

The ruling represented a significant departure from previous Ninth Circuit precedent and
eliminated local jurisdictions’ ability to regulate various temporary signs by categories based
upon a sign’s function or purpose, i.e. assigning different controls for non-profit event signs,
grand opening signs, political signs, temporary directional signs, etc. In response to this
decision, staff together with the City Attorney had to re-draft selected provisions of the Draft
Sign Ordinance to uphold legal compliance.

TECHNICAL ADVISORY COMMITTEE (TAC) REVIEW FOLLOWING REED

The first re-draft of the Sign Ordinance was compieted in September 2015 and was presented
to the Sign Ordinance Technical Advisory Committee on October 21, 2015. The re-drafted
Ordinance differed from the original largely in that it removed the regulation of “purpose” or
“content-based” signs and substituted it with broader type categories to differentiate levels of
regulation (i.e. portable signs, banners, window signs).

Several stakeholder interviews were then held by staff in November 2015 to obtain input on the
revisions. Individuals that were interviewed did not object to the framework of the re-drafted
ordinance, although many individuals stated concern with a new prohibition of temporary off-site
signs with a commercial/advertising message. Through the interviews there emerged concerns
on other sign regulations not affected by the Reed holding and not changed in the revised
ordinance, including concerns on permanent and temporary window signs.

The TAC held three additional meetings on November 24, 2015, January 7, 2016, and March
24, 2016, to discuss and make formal recommendations ioward the revision of several
regulations in the Draft Sign Ordinance. These TAC recommendations resulted in a further re-
draft of the Sign Ordinance that contains revisions as recommended by staff and the City
Attorney and where consensus was reached by TAC.

The culminating Draft Sign Ordinance document, dated April 15, 2016, is included as
Attachment “A” of this report.

Although the TAC made a series of recommendations which formed the basis for the revised
Draft Sign Ordinance, staff anticipates that several issues will be discussed in the adoption
hearings before final action is taken by the City Council. Furthermore, the TAC was not always
unanimous in reaching consensus on issues. Viewpoints that were dissenting from the TAC
consensus were noted and are shared alongside with the consensus recommendations in the
analysis.
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OVERVIEW OF AMENDED “DRAFT” SIGN ORDINANCE

The Zone Text Amendment proposes to repeal the existing Sign Ordinance (Chapter 17.48) in
its entirety and replace it with the amended Sign Ordinance attached as Exhibit “A”. The
amended Sign Ordinance has different formatting and organization as a result of the
consolidation of some existing regulations, the addition of new sections, and restructuring due to

the elimination of content-based sign categories.

The following table lists each section in the revised Draft Sign Ordinance and significant
changes that have occurred in each section following Planning Commission's recommendation
to approve on April 13, 2015:

Section Title Changes since 2015 Public Hearing

17.48.010 | Purpose No change.

17.48.020 | Applicability and Severability ¢ Severability clause added to section.

17.48.030 | Exempt Signs e (Category-based sign types eliminated and content-
based criteria removed based on Reed case.

e  Window sign discussion moved to Sections
17.48.110 and 17.48.130.

17.48.040 | Prohibited Signs s Ban on Commercial Mascots added.

+ Ban onanimated or moving signs and air-activated
graphics reinforced.

17.48.050 | Permits Required No change.

17.48.060 | Sign Design Principles No change.

17.48.070 | Rules for Sign Measurement No change.

17.48.080 | General Sign Standards ¢ Changeable Copy provision modified to eliminate
category-based exceptions to sign area allowance
for changeable copy based on Reed case.

e Prohibition of electronic signs in downtown
removed.

17.48.090 | Standards for Agriculture and e Real Estate Sighs section removed due to content-

Residential Zones based criteria; now regulated as temporary signs.
e Temporary 5ign section overhauled.

17.48.100 | Standards for Other Zones s Real Estate Signs section removed due to content-
based criteria; now regulated in Section 17.48.130.

17.48.110 | Standards for Specific Sign e A-Frame Signs moved to Section 17.48.130.

Types Residential subdivision sighs moved to 17.48.090.
Directional, Historic, Service Station, Theater, and
Vehicle Dealership Signs eliminated.
17.48.120 | Downtown Retail Design (DRD) *  Window sign & banner regulations made same as

District Sign Standards

City-wide, Sections 17.48.110 and 17.48.130.

New section added for Enclosed Bulletin Boards and
Message Centers.

Removed prohibition on internal illumination of
projecting signs.
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17.48.130 | Temporary Signs e Temporary Sign section overhauled. Comprised of
three sign categories: portable, banner, and
window signs

17.48.140 | Master Sign Program No change.

17.48.150 | Variances and Exceptions No change.

17.48.160 | Nonconforming Signs No change.

17.48.170 | Maintenance, Abandonment, e Added reguiations regarding like-new condition,
and Enforcement fading & aged signs

17.48.180 | Definitions o Definitions deleted, added for clarity, or revised for

clarity based on Reed decision.

» Definitions modified to address quality of material
revisions.

o Feather banners redefined as a portable sign.

e Window signs redefined to exclude displays of
merchandise.

OUTSTANDING ISSUES CONSIDERED BY T.A.C. LIKELY TO RECEIVE PUBLIC
COMMENT AND FURTHER DISCUSSION

Temporary off-site “advertising for-hire” signs on residential properties (i.e. open house)
(Section 17.48.090.D). When revisions were first made to the Sign Ordinance following the
Reed decision, off-site commercial (i.e. advertising for hire) signs became a prohibited sign
type. This became a concern among some TAC members and stakehoiders, including the
Building Industry Association, since advertising for-hire not only pertained to the sales of a
profession or product but aiso open houses, non-profit speciai events, and the iike.

Based on this feedback, the most recent revisions to the Sign Ordinance allow for a small
portion of a site’s temporary sign allowance for general advertising for hire. For developed
residential properties, the area was allotted to 4 sq. ft. of the 24 sq. ft. already designated for
non-commercial messages. The area was set small to allow for a very limited amount and to
restrict the proliferation of advertising messages. The TAC agreed to the proposed area of 4 sq.
ft. on developed sites, although The Chamber of Commerce felt that this number may be too
low.

For undeveloped residential properties, the allowed area was allotted to the entire 12 sq. ft.
already designated for non-commercial messages. The intent of the larger area specified for
off-site advertising was to provide opportunities for off-site subdivision signage, although the
sign area could similarly be used for any advertising for hire. The TAC also agreed to this
number.

Temporary off-site “advertising for-hire” signs on commercial properties (i.e. non-profit
event) (Section 17.48.130.B). One of the last deliberations of the TAC was to discuss potential
parameters for an off-site temporary sign allowance for “advertising for hire” in commercial
zones. The interest in allowing these types of signs was to provide an opportunity for off-site
advertising for subdivisions, non-profit special events, or other commercial messages.
Conversely it would also allow for any type of commercial advertising message for a business or
product.
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The TAC came to consensus that this type of signage should be aliowed under certain
circumstances and reached consensus on specific criteria for allowing the signage. Namely,
signs shall be temporary portable signs and only allowed on undeveloped lots. Each parcel is
allowed up to 16 square feet of sign area, all of which could be used for advertising for hire.

Temporary portable signs (Le. feather banners) on commercial properties (Section
17.48.130.B). As part of the overhaul of temporary sign regulations, standards for feather
banners were moved from the banner regulations to the portable sign regulations. This was
based on feather banners possessing similar characteristics to other portable signs (i.e. A-
Frame signs) wherein they could be put up and taken down on a daily basis.

The TAC felt that allowing 16 sq. ft. of sign area, effectively one feather banner per parcel, was
too strict and was restrictive toward large parcels. In turn, the TAC on March 24, 2016,
requested that staff come up with a reasonable formula for determining sign area based on the
parcel’s amount of street frontage.

The draft language established by staff largely mirrors the banner language. Where a parcel or
business location has a street frontage exceeding 75 lineal feet, the aggregate sign area for all
portable signs (inciuding feather banners) shall be 16 square feet for each 75-foot segment of
street frontage. The language does not include a cap on signage.

Staff's research that culminated in the allowance of additional sign area based on street
frontage included calculating the street frontages of several businesses that currently utifize
feathers, such as auto dealerships and retail shopping centers. Counting the number of 75-foot
segments, auto dealerships range about 3 to 7 for interior lots and 11 to 16 for corner or triple-
fronting lots. Many big-box retail stores such as WalMart and Dicks Sporting Goods, while
having large amounts of building square footage, have fewer 75-foot segments (average 1 to 3)
because smaller commercial pads line the street frontage.

Temporary window sign coverage (Section 17.48.130.D). In the course of the TAC
discussions on setting regulations for window signs, the TAC came to a consensus to move
away from regulations that limit the area of the window that signs can cover and move towards
regulations that only require a certain level of quality to be maintained and certain material types
to be used. The TAC as a whole had difficulty coming to an agreement on an acceptable
maximum coverage for the windows — some members preferred to maintain a limit while others
preferred no limit. Public comment on the matter was also mixed.

In the end, the TAC did come to consensus on permanent window signs that qualitative
standards shall serve as the regulations. This in turn necessitated a revision to Section
17.48.170 regarding Maintenance to add requirements regarding signs to be in like-new
condition and to repair or remove fading or aged signs. Thus, the Draft Sign Ordinance as
presented would allow for unlimited permanent window signage as long as the signs mest the
required materials and maintenance standards.

The TAC did not reach consensus on what the maximum coverage should be for temporary
window signs. Therefore, the number was set at 40% per window area in the Draft Ordinance.
The Planning Commission may choose to recommend 40% coverage or a higher amount of
coverage (up to 100%).
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SECTION BY SECTION DESCRIPTION OF ORDINANCE REVISIONS SINCE APRIL 13, 2015

Where

applicable and as noted, the TAC has discussed the revised regulation and provided a

recommendation.

17.48.020 Applicability and Severability.

This section now includes a "severability” clause that preserves the balance of the ordinance
if a legal challenge results in certain parts of the ordinance being found unconstitutional. This
change was made fo enhance the ordinance’s protection against potential chalfenges.

17.48.030 Exempt Signs.

Exempted signs that were found to be in conflict with the Reed holding, which essentially
prohibited sign regulations that were categorical based, speaker based, or event based,
were removed. The following signs were removed:

‘Commemorative Signs”
“Change of Business Signs”
“Construction Signs”

“Equipment Signs”

‘Garage Sale Signs”

‘Incidental Business Signs”
*Manufacturers Marks”

“Menu Display Boards”

“Small Service Signs”
“Sponsorship Signs and Banners”
“Time and Temperature Devices”
“Vehicle Insignia”

The removal of these exemptions do not necessarily result in prohibition of these sign
types, as they may be allowed under other temporary sign allowances. This change was
made in response to conflict with Reed.

Content based criteria included in the regulation of “Flags” and the exemption for

“Portable Signs” was changed to “Temporary Signs” to ensure ciarity that all types of the
latter that are allowed do not require a permit. This change was made for added clarity.

The section regarding window signs was moved to “Standards for Specific Sign Types”,
Section 17.48.110, for permanent signs and “Temporary Signs”, Section 17.48.130, for
temporary signs.

17.48.040 Prohibited Signs
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The previous draft contained a blanket prohibition of “Temporary Signs,” with a reference to
certain exceptions elsewhere in the ordinance. With the modifications to the temporary sign
provisions necessitated by Reed, the exceptions essentially swallowed the prohibition.
Accordingly, the prohibition was modified to include only those types of temporary signs,
based upon their physical characteristics that are completely prohibited (Animated or Moving
Signs, Air Activated Graphics and Other Attention-Getting Devices). A more clear definition



of eligible exempt “Temporary Signs” was added to Section 17.48.030. _This change was
made in response to conflict with Reed and for added clarity.

The section prohibiting general advertising for hire (off-site signage) has been modified
to allow for specific exceptions (discussed further below) to the general prohibition. This
change was made in response to concerns voiced by the TAC and stakeholders, to
compensate for the elimination of content-based sign cafegories.

A clear ban on “Commercial Mascots” has been added, which includes sign twirlers and the
like. While the previous version of the ordinance included general clauses that could have
been construed as a ban on sign twirlers, a specific provision was seen as more instructive.
This change was made for added clarity.

17.48.080 General Sign Standards

D. Changeable Copy. This provision was modified to eliminate exceptions to sign area
allowance for changeable copy. The exceptions were category and speaker based
aliowancss in conflict with Reed. The effect of this change is to remove some of the flexibility
of the allowances for Changeable Copy signs; it does not expand the amount of signage
allowed. The practical implications are most likely very limited, as the exceptions arguably
involved business entities that have largely moved away from the use of Changeable Copy
signs (e.g. — movie theatres moving to digital signage). This change was made in response
to conflict with Reed.

E. Electronic Signs. This section has been modified to eliminate the prohibition of
electronic copy in the Downtown Retail District. This change was made in response fo
feedback from the TAC.

17.48.090 Sign Standards for Agriculture and Residential Zones

-

The section for “Real Estate Signs” pertaining to residential properties has been eliminated
due to conflicts with Reed. This type of sign is now allowed and regulated as a “Temporary
Sign” in Section D for developed/undeveloped properties and Secfion E for developing
properties.

C. Permanent Noncommercial Signs Allowed on Residential Properties. This
section has undergone a minor wording change and has reduced the aggregate sign
area for all permanent noncommercial signs on a developed Iot or site from 16 sq. ft. to 8
sq. ft._This change was made for added clarity.

Approved by Commission Draft Sign Ordinance
April 13, 2015 April 15, 2016
Maximum aggregate | 16 square feet. 8 square feet. Criteria for
sign area sign type, location,
maximum height & number
removed.
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D. Temporary Signs on Developed Residential Properties. This is a new section
created to compensate for the elimination of content-based sign categories from the
previous Draft Sign Ordinance. The previous draft of the sign ordinance did not contain
this section since the previous types of temporary signage allowed in the residential
zones (i.e. political signs, real estate signs, construction signs, garage sale signs)
specified the standards.

For example, under the previous drafi, at any given time, a residential homeowner could
maintain 16 square feet of "noncommercial signs” (political signs), 8 square feet of real estate
signage, 4 square feet of construction signs, and 4 square feet of garage sale signs. That
amounts to 32 square feet of temporary signage per lot, plus open house and directional
signs sprinkled throughout the neighborhood.

To correct the conflicts with Reed which promote content-neutral material, a general
temporary sign area allotment or budget has been derived. Staff proposed and the TAC
recommended in favor of 24 sq. ft. for a developed lot, which was felt to strike a
reasonable balance among the number of signs that could be allowed on the site.

This section was later modified for properties to utilize a small portion (4 sq. ft.) of a
residential property's 24 sq. ft. temporary sign allowance for general “advertising for hire”
or commercial message signs. This was done to provide greater clarity regarding the
use of certain types of signs that could be argued to be off-site signage, and that were
otherwise going to be permitted prior to the elimination of the content based categories
necessitated by Reed (open house signs, construction signs, non-profit signs).

Undeveloped residential properties that are not part of a developing residential
subdivision may use their entire 12 sq. ft. temporary sign allowance for general
advertising for hire. This would provide opportunities for off-site subdivision signage.

This change was made in response fo conffict with Reed.

Approved by Commission Draft Sign Ordinance
April 13, 2015 April 15, 2016

Maximum aggregate

' 24 square feet. Upto 4
sign area, developed

square feet may be used for

lots advertising for hire.
Maximum aggregate 12 square feet. All of this
sign area, area may be used for

undeveloped lots advertising for hire.

Standards varied based on
exempt sign type (i.e.
construction sign, garage
sale sign, political sign, real | Posted or displayed from the

estate sign) yard, window, door balcony,
or outside wall of a building

Sign Types Portable signs, window

signs, or banners

Location

Maximum height 6 feet for freestanding signs;

12 feet for banner and
window signs

Maximum size 12 square feet maximum for
any sign
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E. Temporary Signs on Developing Residential Properties.

In order to preserve the on-site temporary signage allowances for developing
subdivisions, a second new temporary sign provision was added for “developing
residential properties.” The provision allows for varying temporary sign allowances in
cases where a house, apartment complex, or condominium has an issued building
permit, or a final subdivision map has been issued.

For properties with an issued building permit, the sign area allotment was set at 32 square
feet (the “standard” sheet of plywood size).

For properties with an issued subdivision map, all on-site temporary sign allowances were
carried over from the previous version of the draft sign ordinance. This section was
modified pursuant to the Building Industry Association's point that a developing
subdivision may have multiple tentative subdivision maps, and hence multiple final
subdivision maps such that the temporary sign allowance starts when the first final
subdivision map for the development is approved.

This change was made in response fo confiict with Reed.

Draft Sign Ordinance

April 15, 2016
32 square feet.

Approved by Commission
April 13, 2015

E.1 Maximum
aggregate sign area
per developing lot

with building permit
Sign Types

Portable signs, window
signs, or banners

No standards developed.

8 feet for freestanding signs;
12 feet for banner and
window signs

Maximum height

E.2 Maximum
aggregate sign area

per developing lot

Maximum of either two
signs or up to one sign for
every 300 lineal feet that the

The greater of 64 square
feet or 32 square feet for
every 300 lineal feet that the

12 feet if located behind an
exterior wall of a subdivision

with final map subdivision site fronts upon | subdivision site fronts upon
a street. a street.

Maximum size 32 square feet maximum for | No change
any sign

Maximum height 8 feet for freestanding signs; | No change

Additional standards
regarding location &
signage within
subdivision

No change. See Section 17.48.090.E.2 in new draft.
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G. Public and Quasi-Public Uses & H. Entrance Signs. The code was changed fo
eliminate content regulation from the time, place and manner criteria. This change was made
in response to conflict with Reed.

17.48.100 Sign Standards for Other Zones

The section for “Real Estate Signs” pertaining to commercial properties has been eliminated
due to conflicts with Reed. This type of sign is now allowed and regulated as a “Temporary
Sign” in Section 17.48.130, subject to the time, place and manner limitations in that section.

17.48.110 Standards for Specific Sign Types

Provisions related to A-Frames are now regulated under Temporary Signs.

Categories for "Directional and Non-Advertising Signs in Parking Lots”, “Directional
Signs”, and “Historic Signs” have been eliminated based upon content distinctions that
violate Reed.

The “Residential Subdivision” sign regulations for oif-site signs were deleted because of
conflicts with Reed. Regulations for onsite temporary signs have been incorporated into
the “Temporary Signs on Developing Residential Properties category” (see above).
Provisions for offsite temporary subdivision signs have been readdressed in the
‘temporary Signs” section and remain an outstanding issue (see discussion below under
Outstanding Issues), wherein the TAC gave direction on new provisions that do not
conflict with Reed but did not review final language.

The sections for “Service Station Signs”, “Theatre Signs,” and “Vehicle Dealership
Signs,” have been eliminated due to conflicts with Reed. This essentially eliminates
certain specific controls on signs in these categories, leaving the general sign standards
as the only limitations. For Vehicle Dealership signs, however, the elimination of specific
provisions results in the elimination of additional allowances for temporary signage,
which the auto dealers were provided within in the previous draft sign ordinance.

F. Permanent Window Signs. All clauses regarding Permanent Window Signs were
moved to this section from the Exempt Signs section.

TAC discussion on this item was heavy following the time that Planning Commission last
reviewed the Draft Sign Ordinance. When the Draft Sign Ordinance went before the City
Council prior to the issuance of the Reed holding, window signs had become a new
emergent issue. The Council had directed the TAC to further discuss and develop a
recommendation on this issue.

After much debate, the TAC’s consensus and recommendation was to eliminate the
maximum coverage requirement per window (30% in the Draft Sign Ordinance) thereby
allowing permanent window signs to cover the entire window if desired. This essentially
opens the door for allowing window wraps, responding to concerns voiced by the
business community. In lieu of quantitative regulations, the TAC recommended that
provisions for high quality materials and maintenance of materials be utilized to ensure
that the aesthetic and welfare quailities of the signage are maintained. Such signage will
not count against the permanent sign allowance for the site.
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Approved by Commission
April 13, 2015

Draft Sign Ordinance
April 15, 2016

Materials

No standards developed.

Shall be made for materials
intended for permanent
display as further described.

Maintenance

Shall be maintained in
accordance with

Shall be maintained in
accordance with

requirements of Section
17.48.170, revised to
address like-new condition,
fading & aged signs.

requirements of Section
17.48.170.

No limit. They shall not be
considered in computing
allowed building signage.

Maximum of 30% coverage
of aggregate window area.

5ign Area

17.48.120 Downtown Retail Design District Sign Standards

E. Window Signage. Window sign and banner regulations remain the same as the
City-wide regulations, contained in Sections 17.48.110 and 17.48.130.

F. Enclosed Bulletin Boards and Message Centers. This section was added to allow
for enclosed bulletin boards and message centers in the Downtown Retail District. Such
signs already exist in the Downtown, and this would allow additional such signs to be
installed. These builetin boards, by their very nature, would allow off-site advertising
opportunities for non-profit events and the like. This change was made to provide further
accommodations for allowing temporary off-site signs o advertise non-profit events and other
information.

G. Temporary Signs (A-Frames). In Downtown Design District, banners and A-frames
are the only types of temporary signs allowed. Provisions were added to ensure that
these signs are of high quality and that they are properly maintained. Sites can also
utilize their A-Frame allowance as general advertising for hire, which would provide non-
profits with additional opportunities for event signs. Alsc, following the TAC
recommendation, the requirement for obtaining an Encroachment Permit for placing A-
Frame signs in the right-of-way was eliminated. _This change was made to provide further

accommodations for allowing temporary off-site signs to advertise non-profit events and other

information, and to address stricter material requirements similar to other temporary signs.

H. Projected Signs Mounted to Building Face. A prohibition on internal illumination of
projecting signs has been removed. This change was made in response to feedback
from the TAC.

17.48.130 Temporary Signs

The previous draft of the Sign Ordinance prohibited “all” temporary signs but made
exceptions for various specific categories of temporary signs, and then estabiished varying
limitations on these various categories. These categories included “Grand Opening Signs”,
“Special Promotion Signs”, “Non-Profit Off-site Special Event Signs,” and "Poiitical Signs.”
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Because of the Reed case, differential treatment based on content categories became
prohibited, and therefore the regulations for temporary signs needed to be revisited.

The revised draft focuses more heavily on regulating content-neutral “types” of signage
based solely upon the physical characteristics of the sign. Three distinct categories have
been created based upon common sub-types: portable signs, banners, and window signs.
All are further defined in the Definitions section.

B. Temporary Signs: Portable Signs

This provision was revised to include feather banners, which were previously proposed

to be regulated with wall banners.

As described in the Outstanding Issues section

above, the TAC felt that allowing 16 sq. ft. of sign area, effectively one feather banner
per parcel, was too strict and was restrictive toward large parcels. Following the TAC's
direction at their final meeting on March 24, 2016, staff and the City Attorney came up
with a formula for determining sign area based on the parcel's amount of sireet frontage.
The formula is similar to that established for banners. Also, language was added
requiring feather banners to be removed when the business is closed (like A-Frames).

Additional language was added regarding materials and maintenance of portable signs,
as well as the locations on the property in which they can be displayed. Regulations on
specific time, place and manner of display of these types of temporary signs are included for
each. The duration for portable signs has not changed — A-Frame signs and feather banner
signs may be displayed during open business hours and one-half hour before and after

closing.

Approved by Commission

April 13, 2015

Draft Sign Ordinance
April 15, 2016

Relation to
Associated Business

Can be located up to 300
feet away if it remains on
development site

No change

Maximum Number /
Sign Area per
Parcel/Business

Limit of ane sign.

Multiple signs, not to exceed aggregate
sign area of 16 sq. ft. For parcels with
street frontage exceeding 75 feet, 16 sq. ft.
for each 75-foot segment of street
frontage. A total of 16 sq. ft. may be used
as advertising for hire,

Maximum Size and
Sign Area

4' height, 7.5 sq. ft. area

Portable Signs: 8' height, 8 sq. ft. area
A-Frames: 4' height, 7.5 sq. ft. area
Feather banners: 10' height, 16 sq. ft. area

Materials and
Maintenance

No standards for materials.
Shall be maintained in
accordance with
requirements of Section
17.48.170.

Material regulations added. Shall be
maintained in accordance with
requirements of Section 17.48.170, revised
to address like-new condition, fading &
aged signs.

Placement,
Prohibited
Locations, Hours

No change in regulation, except for revisions to address feather banners
and obstruction of view.
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C. Temporary Signs: Banners and Pennants

Language was added specifically prohibiting use of banners as permanent signs.
Business must have a primary permanent identification sign in conformance with code
before they are allowed a banner. This will eliminate use of banners as the primary
identifier for a business and will give the City the ability to abate banners where there is
a clear intent to utilize a banner in lieu of otherwise allowed permanent signage.
Additional language was also added regarding materials and maintenance of banners.

In lieu of a timed maximum duration, the revised code simply states that banners shall
not be used as permanent signs.

Approved by Commission Draft Sign QOrdinance
April 13, 2015 April 15, 2016
Maximum Number/ | Limit of one promotional Multiple signs, not to exceed
Sign Area per sign & one banner per street | aggregate sign area of 32 sq.
Parcei/Business frontage. When street ft. for each 75-foot segment
frontage exceeds 75 feet, of street frontage

one additional promotional
sign & banner allowed for
each 75 lineal feet of street

frontage.
Maximum Size fora | Banner: 60 sg. ft. area Banner: 64 sq. ft. area
single sign Pennant: 24 sq. ft. area
Maximum Height Shall not exceed roofline or | No change
parapet of wall
Banners as No standards developed. Banners as permanent signs
permanent signs prohibited.
prohibited
Materials and No standards for materials. Material regulations added.
Mainienance Shall be maintained in Shall be maintained in
accordance with accordance with
requirements of Section requirements of Section
17.48.170. 17.48.170, revised to

address like-new condition,
fading & aged signs.
Maximum Duration | Maximum 60 days, followed ; Standard removed.

by a 30-day lapse before a
new banner is displayed.
Maximum four 60-day
periods per year.

Allowable Locations | Allowed on sites where No change
permanent signs are
allowed.
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D. Temporary Signs: Window Signs

The allowance for temporary window signs was set at 40% per window area. Language
was added to clarify the parameters of what constitutes a single window. Materials and
maintenance provisions were added.

in the course of the TAC discussions on setting regulations for permanent window signs,
the TAC favored moving towards regulations that require a certain level of quality fo be
maintained and certain material types to be used in lieu of a maximum percentage of
window coverage.

While the TAC did come to consensus on permanent window signs that qualitative
standards shall serve as the regulations, the TAC did not reach consensus on what the
maximum coverage should be for temporary window signs. Therefore, the number was
set at 40% per window area in the Draft Ordinance. The Planning Commission may
choose to recommend 40% coverage or a higher amount of coverage (up to 100%).

Approved by Commission
April 13, 2015

Praft Sign Ordinance
April 15, 2016

Maximum 5ign Area

Up to 10% coverage of the
aggregate window area or
40 sq. ft., whichever is less.

No consensus by TAC on
maximum coverage, but
draft ordinance states 40%
coverage which was
discussed during TAC
meetings.

Materials and
Maintenance

Allowed materials specified
in code. Niaintain in
accordance with
requirements of Section
17.48.170.

Shall be made of suitable
materiais and be
professional in appearance.
Shall be maintained in
accordance with
requirements of Section
17.48.170, revised to
address like-new condition,
fading & aged signs.

Maximum Height

No standard.

No limit. TAC recommended
removing prohibition of
window signs above second
story.

lllumination

Temporary window signs
shall not be illuminated.

Temporary window signs
shall not be illuminated.
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17.48.170 Maintenance Abandonment, and Enforcement

A. Maintenance Required. This provision provides detailed maintenance requirements,
and was modified to further ensure normal wear and aging provide some practical
limitations on the duration that temporary signs may be displayed.

17.48.180 Definitions

¢ The following definitions were deleted because of conflicts with Reed, or revisions resulting
from Reed obviated their need for inclusion.

“Business Directory Sign”
“Business Sign”
“Construction Sign”
“Directional Sign”

*Fuel Pricing Sign”
“Grand Opening Sign”
“Incidental Business Sign”
“Political Sign”

“‘Real Estate Sign”

e The foliowing definitions were added for clarity.

“‘Commercial Mascot”
‘Permanent Window Sign” & “Temporary Window Sign”, combined as "Window

Sign”
e Existing definitions were revised for further clarity.

“Banner”
“Feather Banner”
“Inflatable Sign”
“Portable Signs”

e Definitions for Banner Signs, Feather Banners, Portable Signs and Window Signs were
all modified to comport with the quality of materials revisions found in the foregoing
sections. Feather Banners were modified so that it was clear they are considered a
portable sign. Window signs were further defined to exclude displays of merchandise in
window boxes from regulation under the sign ordinance.
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Environmental Review

The project is categorically exempt from the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA)
pursuant to CEQA Guidelines Section 15061(b)(3), acting on “the general rule that CEQA
applies only to projects which have the potential for causing a significant effect on the
environment. Where it can be seen with certainty that there is no possibility that the activity in
question may have a significant effect on the environment, the activity is not subject to CEQA.”
The project is also categorically exempt pursuant to Section 15305 (minor land use limitations).

RECOMMENDED FINDINGS

1. That the proposed Zoning Ordinance Text Amendment is consistent with the intent of the
General Plan, and is not detrimental to the public health, safety, or welfare, or materially
injurious to properties or improvements in the vicinity.

2. That the proposed Zoning Ordinance Text Amendment is not inconsistent with any other
Element of the General Plan.

3. That the project is Categorically Exempt from environmental review under California
Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) Guidelines pursuant to CEQA Guidelines Section
15061(b)}3) (no significant effect on the environment) and is also categorically exempt
pursuant to CEQA Guidelines Section 15305, and Notice of Exemption No. 2015-17 has
been prepared for this project.

ATTACHMENTS
* Resolution No. 2016-22, Recommending approval of Zoning Ordinance Text Amendment
No. 2015-05

e Aftachment "A” — Draft Sign Ordinance, Chapter 17.48 of Visalia Municipal Code, dated April
15, 2016
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RESOLUTION NO. 2016-22

RESOLUTION OF THE VISALIA PLANNING COMMISSION
RECOMMENDING APPROVAL OF ZONING ORDINANCE TEXT AMENDMENT NO.
2015-05: A REQUEST BY THE CITY OF VISALIA TO REPEAL CHAPTER
17.48 (SIGNS) OF THE VISALIA MUNICIPAL CODE TITLE 17 (ZONING
ORDINANCE) AND ADOPT A NEW CHAPTER 17.48 OF THE VISALIA
MUNICIPAL CODE PERTAINING TO SIGN REGULATIONS.

WHEREAS, Zoning Ordinance Text Amendment No. 2015-05, is a request by
the City of Visalia to repeal Chapter 17.48 (Signs) of the Visalia Municipal Code Title 17
(Zoning Ordinance) and adopt a new Chapter 17.48 of the Visalia Municipal Code
pertaining to sign regulations; and

WHEREAS, Titie 17, Chapter 17.48 of the Visalia Municipal Code sets forth
certain regulations regarding signs; and

WHEREAS, the City Council of the City of Visalia has directed that the Sign
Ordinance be comprehensively updated, for reasons including to address the
Ordinance’s shortcomings in addressing current issues and enforcement and in
addressing case law issues in current ordinance language; and

WHEREAS, a Technical Advisory Committee was assembled to help identify
issues in the Ordinance and to provide recommendations on regulations during the
update, and in the course of its meetings — all of which included opportunity for public
comment — the Committee developed a set of recommendations for a draft ordinance;
and

WHEREAS, the Planning Commission of the City of Visalia, after duly published
notice, held a public hearing before said Commission on April 25, 2016, to consider the
adoption of the new sign regulations; and

WHEREAS, the Planning Commission of the City of Visalia finds Zone
Ordinance Text Amendment No. 2015-05 to be in accordance with Section 17.44.070 of
the Zoning Ordinance of the City of Visalia based on the evidence contained in the staff
report and testimony presented at the public hearing; and

WHEREAS, the Planning Commission finds the project to be Categorically
Exempt consistent with the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) and City of
Visalia Environmental Guidelines.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the project is exempt from further
environmental review pursuant to CEQA Section 15061(b)(3) of the CEQA Guidelines
and is also categorically exempt pursuant to Section 15305 of the CEQA Guidelines.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Planning Commission of the City of Visalia

recommends approval of Zone Ordinance Text Amendment No. 2015-05 based on the
following specific findings and evidence presented:

Resolution No. 2016-22



1. That the proposed Zoning Ordinance Text Amendment is consistent with the
intent of the General Plan, and is not detrimental to the public health, safety, or
welfare, or materially injurious to properties or improvements in the vicinity.

2. That the proposed Zoning Ordinance Text Amendment is not inconsistent with
any other Element of the General Plan.

3. That the project is Categorically Exempt from environmental review under
California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) Guidelines pursuant to CEQA
Guidelines Section 15061(b)3) (no significant effect on the environment) and is
also categorically exempt pursuant to CEQA Guidelines Section 15305, and
Notice of Exemption No. 2015-17 has been prepared for this project.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Planning Commission of the City of
Visalia recommends approval of the Zoning Ordinance Text Amendment No. 2015-05
as provided in Exhibit “A”, in accordance with the terms of this resolution and under the
provisions of Section 17.44.070 of the Ordinance Code of the City of Visalia.

Resolution No. 2016-22



EXHIBIT “A”

The existing regulations in Title 17, Chapter 17.48 of the Visalia Municipal Code is
repealed in its entirety, and is replaced by the regulations as follows:

Resolution No. 2016-22



Chapter I7.48 S_z'gns

Sections:

17.48.010 Prirpose

17.58.020  Applicability and Severalility

I748.030 Exerapr Sigs:s

I7.48.040 Prokibited Sigis

I7.48.050 Pernzits Requirzi

78082 Sign Desigr Privciples

17.48.070 Rulzr for Sign Measurement

17.48.08¢ Gzneral Sign Siandards

1748030  Sign Stemdards for Agricuiturd] and Residential Zonez
17.48.100 Sign Standexds for Other Zones

¥7.48.010 Stondsrds for Specific Sign Types

174820 Dowrtoum Retei? Design District Siga Sterdards
1748130 Temparury Signs ~

I7. 48140 Master Sign Frograms

1748056 Variavces aud Bxoaptions

17-48.159 Noncvisforn:ing Sigrs

17.4B.570 Maintezance, Alanilonmant, end Enforzenent

17.48.18¢ Defindtions

17.48.010 Purpose

The merpose of this Chapter is to regulate signs s an information sysien: that proserves and
zithavicez the aestheiic characizr end environmentol values of Vigafin, iis residesiial
neighborhoeds, its Downiown, and commeicizlfindusiriul aress, while ciso providing an
efjeciive means for members of the public to express themselves Hhrough the displey af signs.
These reguivsions recognize the importarnce of business activity i the economic vitalitg of the
City; as well os the need to protect the visusi emvironment. Specificeliy, tiese regulations are
intended o implement the Genera! Flan and:
A Provide minimurn stendards to sofequard life, healih, property, public wolfare, cnd
traffic safety by controlling the design, guality of motericls, construction, fhemination,
size, iocation and inaizienance of siges end sigr structures;



B, Froserve and ankance the visua? atirectiveness of the City for rasidents, busincsses, and
visitors;

Protect and enhunce property vakies and community appearance Ly encoureging sigrs
that ore compatible with the architectural style, character, end scoie of tize bullding to
which tiey relate and with adjocent buildings and businesses;

£

D. Restrict signs that may create visuel clutter or a nyisance to nesslry properiies, violate
piivacy, create hazards or unrensonadls distractions Jor pedesivizns and drivors:

Frovide adequalz apportiity for the exarcise of the froe speech by displuy of @ meseage
or iimage on ¢ sigr, while baiancing that opportunity witk other compmnityy and pullic
interests;

i

F. Ensure that commercial signs are accessory or auxiliary to ¢ principal business or
fsmblisigmmt on the saze premises, rather than functioning as gencrai edvertising jor
iire; 12

g wr ow

G FroRibit signs that may cause traffic or pedesiriun safciy hazards or interfere with
ingross und egress.

17.48.020 Applicability and Severability

This Chapter regulates signs thet are located or mounted on privete properiy within the
juricdictiona! boundaries of Visalia. The provisions in this Chapter apily in ell Zoning Districts
within the City. No sign within the regulatory scope of this Chapier shell be erected or
wpiniained anywhers in the City except in conforaity with this Chagter, If any part, soction,
subsectios, pevagraph, subparagraph, sertence, phraze, clause term or word in this Chapter is
declared invalid, such invalidity shell not affect the volidity or enforceciiiiiy of the remoining
portiens of the Chapter,

17.48.030 Exempt Signs

The following signs are exempt from the permit requirements of this Chapter and do mol count
tesward the totol sign aree Bt for a sits, provided that they couform £ epplicable stardards:

A Address Signs. One nameplate, not exceeding two square fest in ares, identifying the
address of the proparty.

B Barber Poles. Barber poles, not excesding 18 inches in height, located o o non-
residential zoned property auid containing no letiaring.

. Commerciel Displaye On Vehicles, Signs o vehicles may be displayed, provided
tha:
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% The isessage pertains to the establishuent of which the vehicle is ar: instrument
or ool and
2 The message does not utilize changeable copy or epecial flmiination.

Decorations. Holiday and cultioral observonce decorelions on private property.
Decorations caniot inchale commerziol udvertising. This exemption incudes strings of
Iigkts associated with a heliday decoration,

Flags. Flags may be erected and located in accordamee with the foliowing stendesds:

I Locatiop. Flagpoles must ol be Iocated within any required side yerd
setbacks.
2 Maxiprum Flagpole Helght. If a flag s on e flog pole, the pole heiyht smust

ot excend 30 fzet or the distance from the base of the pole to e closest Tot line
plus iwy feet, whickever is lass,

* Meximum Size. The maximum individual flag avez or a It is 48 squeve fort
in all zoning districts.

Dennants, banners, fecther banners, strings of ornemanta] fringes end streamers are nit
included in ihis exemption and ere regulated under Sectivn T748.130, T emporary Stgws.

Government Signs. Official notices issuad by a court, public bedy or of ¥es and posied
in the performance of a public dutg; utices posted by « utility or other quesi-public
agency; signs evected by ¢ governmenial body io direct or regulste pedesirien or
wehicailar traffie; noncomemercial bus stop signs erected by a public transit agency, or
ctier signs required or authorized by law. This evemsption alse covers sigues and bonners
Jor special civic zvents sponsored by the City, which may be displaged iz puklic rights of
UAaG.

Interior Sigms. Signs that are located entirely within a building o enclosed structure
and not visible frop: the public right of way.

Mobile Vendor Signs. Signs and mesu displuy boarvds foved 1o mobile vending carts
or food trucks that identify or wdveriise the name, product, or sarvice provided by the
vendor. Each mobile vending cori or food trisck is limited to & maximum of eight square
feat of sigr avea, plus o meny display board.



FIGURE 17.48.030(H): MOBILE VENDOR SIGNS
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Newepaper Stands., Signs that are part of newspaper stands provided the sign areq
does not exceed four square feet.

Temporary Slgns. Signs that conform o the stundards of Seciiens 17.48.090(0),
17.48.090(0), 17.45.110(B}, 17.48.120(G) or T7.48.150.

Public Carvler Graphics, Graphic images mounted on carrier vehicles sush as
busses, uxdoalss, and tmousines that legally pass through the City,

Window Signs, Permanant Window Signs that conform to the stansdards of Section
17.48.xzo(1).

17.48.040 Prohibited Signs

Uniess expressly ellowed by another Section of this Chapter or other applicable law, the
Jellewing signs, locations, and materials are prohibited:

A

Animated or Moving Signs. Animated, flashing, blinking, refiecting, revolving, ur
clher similar sign with visibly moving or rotaling paris or sisthie mechanical movemen:
of ang kind, unless expressly permitted under tids Chapter, Thi preliibition does not
apply to signs vsing digital display technology, such os LED (light emitiing diodas) or
Juncilonally eguivalent displuy methods, which are permitted, subject to the regulations
of this Chapter.



0

D.

Air Activated Graphics and Other Attention-Getting Devices. Ballpons,
blinps und gir ectiveied graphics whick serve as atiention-getiing devises, made of
light-welglt fubric ar similor maierizl, designed to rotate or move with the wisd or
activaied Ly forced air, that divect, promots, or ther are ctherise designed {9 attract
attention for outdoor advertising purposes are prowbited In all zonky districes,
Stctionary, inflatable signs disployed and szcured ot ground Tevel gre allmved oo
temporery porizble sigrs.

reneral Advertising (for Hire). Excopt as othemwize specifically provided in this
Chapier, temporary signs that publicize or promote othicr busingsses or couses using

metheds of adveriising (in comirest to self-promotion, on-gite safes, or on-site
atlvertising). General advertising is also Fnown os edvertising for hire,

Mobkile Billboards. The City prohibite any persos io comdisct, o couse to be
conducied, wny mabile illboard advertising upen any sireel, or sther pukiic place withi
the City in which the public kas the right of travel The Furrcse of this prohibition iz to
eliminzie mobile billbeard advertising within the City in order to raduce reffic
congestion, premaote the safe movement of vehicudar traffe, to reduce air poibiion, and
to improve the eesthetic eppearance of the City, This profibition does not apply to
sigrage oi; a licensed commercial vehicle Tt is relaied to the geods o services provided
by the vehicle oumer er operater and is public transitipublic coreier graphiss on
progerly licensed buses and fexicabs,

FIGURE 17.48.040(D): MOBILE BILLBOARDS
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Murgls. Murals which contain advertising copy or function uz advertising, Murals
without advertising copy must be approved by the Clty Counell under the provisions of
the Cliy's adopted meral pelicy.

Outdoor Advertising Displays ("Billboards™. Permanzat sling that dispiay

-

euedoor ailvertising for iire ave prohikited in alf zones,

Roef Signs, Roof signs, including signs mowried or patnted on roafs, excep? those
painted on a flat roof end not visile from the public vight of wag,

L]
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FIGURE 17.48.040(G): ROOF SIGNS
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Search Lights and Klisy Lights. Search end Klieg lights when used a5 attention
aitracting devises for commercial wses. They may be allowed with temporary
conditions] use perneit for special events.

Signs in the Public Right-of-Way without an Emcroachment Permit,
Other than government signage, no sign can be placed in the public right-of-wey in
mizdian strips er islends, sidewalks, on street trees or retaining walls, on bridges, public
benches, traffic signals, public fances, sireet poles, utiliy poles and equipment, sireet
Fghting, traffic signs, er witkin ¢ rallroad righi-of-way, unless it has b2 avihorized by
an encroachnient permit issued by the City.

Signs on Doers, Windows, or Fire Bscapes. Signs shall not be Iocated or

instplled on any door, window, or fire sscape thet will prevent free ingress or eyress. No

sign shail be atiached o any standpipe or fire excape, exespt thoee requived by other
)

coaes.

Signs that Create a Traffic Hasard or Affect Pedestrian Safety. Signs
locatad in such a manner as io constitute a safely hazard or 1o fmpede the public use of

the public right of way. These signs include but are pot Hasized fo:

A Signs Iocated in such a manner as fo censiitute a traffic hazard or obstruct the
view of traffic or any authorized traffic sign or signal davice.

2 Signs that may creste confusion with any authorized traffic sign, signal, or
iraffic contrel device becouse their color design, Muminatian, focation or
wording, or use of ang phrase, symbol, or characier which imerferes with,
mizleads, er confuses vehicular drivery i their use of roads or conflicts with any
traffic controf sign v device.

3 Signs within five feez of a fire hyydrant, sirest sign, or traffic signul,

™
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4. Signs evected at or near the intersections of pulblic andior privats rightsoigay
in cuch a munner es to croste @ safely hazerd by ebriruciing desr view of

pedestrian and veliculer treffic,

Signs that Preduce Noise or Emissions. Signs that produne visihle smoke, vapor,
partizies, odor, noise, or sounds that can be heard at the properiy lins, e udfng veice
urits at micnu boards and devices for scrvicing customers from thetr vehicles, such oz
drive up windows at banks or pharmacies, provided these tatter units comply with the
standaris af the City's Nofse Ordinance.

Commercial Mascots, All commercinl signs held, pssted or attended by commercial
mascols, as dzfined, ave prohibited in cll zones.

Snipe Signs. Signs tacked, nailed, posted, pasted, ghsed, or otherwise artached 10 trees,
utility poles, gavernment sigig, fences, trailors, temprorary construction barriers or olher
supporting struclures.

17.48.050 Permits Required

A

D,

Sign Permit Required. No sign shall be erecied, altered, reconstruceed or relocated
without a sign permit, A permst is aot required for ordigary mafntenance and repairs to
#iyrz aad for temporary signz on private properiy that conform 1o the standards of this
Chapter. The Planning Department will veview all apslications Sor sign permits for
conyistency with this Chapter,

Encroachment Permit. Signs that project over ov extend into a public street or

sidewall: shall b subject to Encroachment Prrmit approvel by the Public Works
Depuriment purssant to the provisions of Chapter 1z ¢f the M unicipal Code,

Conditional Use Permit Reguired. A Conditional Use Permis, issued pursiant i
Chapter 17.38 of ihe Visalia Municipal Code, is required for Mesier Sign Programs (see
paragraph E helow) ord electronic signs, exclafing interisr electronic signs and digital
display: that are regulated as window signs end are exempt from permis regquiremenis,

Owner’s Consent Required., Consest of the property oumer or business suner is
required before ary sign may be displayed on any real or persenal property in the City.

Master Sigm Program. A Master Sign Program, prepared pursuant to Section
Ir.qb.aze, i regudred for the following projects:

L New or remedeled non-residential or mixed used projects on g sie of five or more
acves: and

z Ay development in the BRP zong,

LY



17.48.060 Sign Design Principles

The jellowing sign design principles should be used as criteriz for review and approvel of sign
permits and Masier Sign Programss,

A

B.

D,

=

Architecturai Cempatibility, A sign, including its supporting structure, i any,
shouid be dasigned as an integral design loment of a budding's avchitectwre and be
architectizrally compatible, inchuding color and scals, with ang bwdlding to which the
sigs is to be atieched and with surrousding structures. A zign thet cevers ¢ window or
that spills over “natural” bounderies or archirectural features and chliteretse parts of
upper floors of buildings is detrimental 1o visual order ond will nor be pertiiled,
Commion indicators of compatibility include:

4 Quality sign design and constrisction;
2 Proportionel size end scale; and
e Use o materials, shapes and colors that complement the building’s architertsiral

siple evd the surrcinding savirersment.

Legibiliey. The size and groporiien of the elemenis of the slys’s messuge, inclading
legos, letters, icans and other graphic images, should be seleciad based on the average
distance and awcrage trevel speed of the viewer. Sign messages oriented towands
pedestrians mag be smaller than those oriented towards automokile drivers, Colors

chasen fur the sign text and/or graphice should beve sufficient conrast with the sige
background in vrder to be easily read during both doy and right. Symbols and logos can
be used i place of words, Substuntin] contres: should be provided betwveer the color and
nsateriais of the background il the letters or symbols to make the sign vasier to read in

both dey and night.

Readability, A sign massuge should be cusily recognized and degigned in a clear,
ungmibiguous and concise mamner, 30 thail & viewer can understand or make pense af
what appears on the sign.

Visibility, A sign should be comspicuows and readfly distinguishebls from iis
surroundings so  viewar cor casify see the information it communicates,

Flacement. Often, a building’s archizectura! deteile creste logical places for signage,
Signs should not cover or nterrupt architectural details or srnamenis of « building’s
Jogade, On buiidings with « monoliific or plain faguis, signs car establish or contimiz
approprite design rigpihem, scale and proportion, Well-designed and weli-Tocated retal]
signs crente visial interest and continuity with other storefroms on the sams ar edjacent
buildings. Signs ghoutd not obstrust windows or dosrs.

r7.48.070 Rules for Sign Measurement

A

Caulculation of Sign Area. The eren of en individual sign must be ralculubed as
foilo
follows:



I

ko

Single-Faced Sigrs. Sign area includes the sitire aree within a single
contirious perimeter composad of squaves or reciangles that snclese the axtrame
Hmils of &l sign elements, inchuding, but ot Hmited to, sign sivuctures o
borders, written copy, loges, symbols, Hustrations, and celor. Supparting
structures such as sign bases and eolumns are not fncluded i slon arez provided
that they contain no leitaring or gqraphics except for addresses or reguired tagr,
The caleulation of sign area for various types of single-fuced siges is Ulustreted
in Figure r7.46.070{A}{2).

Dguble-Faced Siyns. Where 1w faces of a double-fuced slon are Incated two
Jeet or less from one another ot all poinls, or ivcoted at an ingerior angle of 45
degrees or less fron: one another, the sign ares must be congied es the wrea o
one face. Where the hwe fuces are not equal in sizs, the larger sign facs will be
wsed, Whers twe foces of o doublefaced sigr are located more then tws feet ar
45 degrees from one ancther, both sign faces witt be counted soward sign area.
See Figure 7480705



FIGURE 17.48.070(A)(2): MEASUREMENT OF SIGN AREA
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Multi-Faced Sigms. On a thrae-fuced sign, where at least one interior angle is
45 degress or less, the aren of fwo faczs {he largest and smaflest face) must be
summed to determine sign esza. In all other situations involving a sign with
three or more sides, sigs area will be coleulated as the sum of all faces.

Io



FIGURE 17.48.070(A)(3): MEASUREMENT OF MULTI-FACED SIGNS
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4 Three-Dimensional Signs, Signs that consist of, or kave atiached to them,
one or more three-dimensisnal objects (e, balls, cubes, chusters of oljecis,
sculpture, or etatue-fike trademarks), inay have o sign aree ihat is the sum cf
%0 ofijacent sides of the smallest cube that will encompass ke sign. Sze Figure
17.48.070{A}4).

FIGURE 17.48.070{A){4): MEASUREMENT OF 3-DIMENSIONAL SIGNS

Sign Area = Sum oi Twvo Adjacent Sides
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Caleulation of Lot Frontage, If ¢ lof frants on iwo streets, both frontages may be
used for calculating éhe allosvable sign area. Om lots with thres or more frontages on a
public sireet, the length of enly twi contliguaus sides shall be edded together to determine
alfowabie sigs area,



C Measuring Sign Height. The height of a sign is the vertical distance meesyred from
the ground level directly beneath the sige to the Mykest polnt at the top of the sig,
incltading any structural or archdleciural components of the slgn. The ground level shalf
be elther the natural grade or finiched grade, wiichmer i Tovest,

L Height of Freestanding Signs. The height of freestanding signz shall be
measured as the vertical distance from grade ar the edye of the #ight-af-way
aleng whick o sign is placed o Uiz highest point of tha sy, including wny
structural or architecturgl components ¢f the sign. When tha grade at she edye uf
the right-vi-uay I higher thes the s¥e on which the sign is placed, that portion
of the sign below the grads at the edge of the right-of-usmg shall not be included
i detersdning the sigi's overall helght, Signs vriemes fowrords & freeway shall
be measured from the project site grade or pad, whichever is Ipunr.

D, Mezsuring Sign Cleerance. Sign clearance shall be messured sz the smaljest
vertical distance between finiskad grade ond she lourast point of the sign, tncluding any
Jramework or other embellishments,

E Buiiding Promtage. Builling frontage is the builiing facade that directiy abuts
public sivest, privaiz streat, parking lot drivaway, o parking spaces tn which main
customer access fo provided o the lwiness A building’s fronigge iz concidered
contiugus if projections or recesses in @ luilding wall do not wecesd ro fout in any
direction. For bufldings with tue or more frontuges, the length of the wall and aZowabie
sign area chall be calcilated separately for sach building frontage,

17.48.080 General Sign Standards

A Message Neuatrality. Tt is the Ciy'’s policy to regulate signs in & constitutional
manper that Is content meutral ay &o nomcosnsscrcial messages which are within the
protecilons of te First Amendment to the U.S, Constitution and the coroliery provisions
of the California Constitution.

B. Meximum Sign Area. The maximum ellowable, permittable sign area for permanent
signs, exclusive of area of exempt signs, is hased on the Zoning District in which the slgn
is located and the type of sign to be installed, These standards are established in
subsequens. Sections of this Chapter,

0

Message Substitution. A noncommercial message of any tupe may be substitated, in
wholz or is part, for any duly permitted commercial message, and any noncommarcial
message may be substituted, in whole or in part, for any other noncommercial megsage.

L No Additional Approsel. Such substitution of message msay be made
without any edditional approvals. The purpose of this Section i to prevent arny
inadverient fuvering of commercial speack over mamcommercial speech, or
Jevoring of amy partieular noncommercial message over any other
nonconemercial message,



Limitations. TTis message substitution provision does not: x) ereate a right I
increcse the wiel emaunt of sigege on a garcel, It or land vse; 2) affes: the
regquirerzent that @ sign struciire or mgunting device be properly permisied: 3)
ailow a change in the physical structzirs of @ sign or its mownding device; or 4)
authorize the substitution of an off-site consmercinl messog= in Place of an on-
site comzmereinl message or I plave of ¢ nencommerdial message,

Changeable Copy. Non-elactronic chongentle copy shall represent ne more than 20
percent ¢f the iotal ellowrable slgn arss. Copy shall not be changed move Shan once every
24 Bours,

Electronic Copy.

1.

Location. Electronic copy iz allowed o5 o display medbnn wherever mosmument
signs are aliowsd. A Conditional Use Fermil, issued pursuarnt to Chapter 17,38 of
thse Visalia Municizal Code, i raguired for the tnstallation of any electronic wigr
eecspt ar interior clectronic sign or dighal displey, which are regulaied as
permanent windew signs.

Physical Stendards.
a. The sigw: display face wiust be direcied in & manner that is not visible

from the fromt or side yards of residential properties Jooated in &
¥ d r o o i
residential zone diztrict,

b. Electronic display faces wwust be an bstegral part of the remainder of
the slgn area.

Operational Standards,

o Electronic display shall be dimited to o more than 50 lunens output,
meosursd at 10 feet from the sign jace,

b, No portion of the electronic display (either sign copy or pistures) shall
change more frequently than once every six seconds.

' No audibie outpt from any pertion of the sign shall be permittad,
d Electronic signs shall be eperutive only during the hours of eperation of

the nssociaied business,

e Sign copy ar elechronic picture displays shall be lindted to advertising
related to the use(s) on the property for witich the monsment sign is
Iocated, except for wmessage subwtitution, a5 aflewed in Section

rr48.080 D.
J 2 Ne change of lighting intensity may occur during a display or betuween

dizpleys except to respond to o change in am¥ient lighting conditions,
% 7 : q



g Ko #splay shafl creare 2 potentisl distraction 1o drivers by virtue of the
Jrequency of changes of imsages G.e. the time between images expressed
i seconds), and e Diarning Comunission may impose Bmitations on
the number of images iHat can be displayed over 2 specified time period
Sor reasons of sraffic safety.

P, Hlumination. The illumination of signs, from either an internal or external source,

must. be designed to avefd negatlve Tmpacis om surrounding rightseof-wagy  awd
properties. The following stundande apply to all illuminated sgne:

§

Light lntensity, Sign lighting must not be of an Initensity or brightness that
will create a nuisanre for residentiol buildings in a drect line of sight to the sign.

Skielding Reguired. External lght sosrces must be directed shickied, and
Jiltered to limiy direct #llumination of amy object other than the sign, according tp
Table 17.48.080.F.2 belpiw,

| TABLE [7.45.080F 2 REQUIREMENTS FOR SHIELDING AND FILTERTNG

| COEErYIODNE

- Thil b che prefesrad light source to minimas undesirable kght Into the night thor affecting astronomical

| L Warm white naveral Bmps are preferred to minimize detrimontal sfecm
[ L Fer thz parpesen of this artcle. quares limpe sre not considered on incandescens fght souree,
4. Most glass, azryin, or wanclucent enclosures saiigh thers fker regudremens.
5. Cusdovr signa constructed of transiucent muterhls and wholly Huminzted fror wihie do net reguire shieiding.

| Fanwe Lomp Type Shialding Required | Fitering Reguirad
[ Tow Preasora Sodiom’” [ None — =
| High Press Fully | None
Ry Yot
| Eulty® i IE -
Fully | None o
Fully None
|- M one None -__|
I Fully Mane - '
- __h'll:.:l: permitted, | i
Mone o | None ....1
i Mone “_':t;ﬂt |
| il _&'. approved by the Dilractar,

|
|
]
]

3

Energy Comservation. Light sources shall be hard-wired Jiuorescent or
conspact florescent lamps, or other lighting technology that i of egual or greater
energy efficiency. Incandescent lamps are prohibited, except when ysed i signs
of historic churacter as part of the architectsral design.

Light Sources Adjacens to Residential Areas. Niuminated signs located
adjacent to any residential area shall be controfled by « rheostat or othes
acceptuble mathod te reduce glere that will creare a muisance for residensial
buildings in a direct ine of sight to the sign.

7



Materials, Signs shalf be made of sturdy, durable muterials. Paper, cardboard, or
other malerial siuffect to ropid doterloration can anly be ussd for sigus that comply with
applicable requiremsniz for Temporary Shyns in Section 148130, Fabric signs ave
resiricizd 10 Asenings, Canopies, Flays, ond Temporary Siges,

Mounting Required. All permanent signs shall be firmly anchored and comply with
all requiremesnts for public safety and codas,

Minimum Clearance from Utilities. Signs and thefr supporting structures shall
malntaln dearance from and not interfere with sloctrical conductors, communications
eguipment, or lines, underground facifitics and conduirs.

Concealed Electrical Systems, Exiernal conduits, boxes, and other comnactions
related to She function of a sign and assseiated Hgliing shall not be exposed. A switch
disconnecting each circult shall be placed in plain sight and near the inspection opening.

I7.48.090 Sign Standards for Agricultural and Residential Zones

&

Purpose and Applicability, This Section establishes standards for signs axociated
with specific types of land wsw fn Agriculisiva] end Residentinl xones, Unlegs otherwise
specificd below, each sign type also is subject to the standerds establisked in Section
17.48.050, Standards for Specific Sign Types.

Permanent Commercial Signs Prohibited for Residemtiol Zomes, Unless
otherwise allowed ‘or evempted by this Chapter, permanent signs displeying @
commercial message are prohibited Jn Residential Zones.

Permanent Noncommercial Signs Allowed on Residential Properties. The
aggragate sign area allowance for all permanent noncommercial signs on & developed Jor
or site in Residential Zones, excluding exempt signs or signs otherwise allowed by this
Chapter, iz 8 square feet.

Temporary Signs Allowed on Residential Properties. The aggregate sign aren
allswarce for all temporary signs on a developed lot or site, or on the contmon area of a
Sully developed residential subdivision with 5 or more parcels, or on the common erea of
Jully developed multi-family apartment or condominim complexes with 5 or more
units, excluding exempt signs ov sians otherwise allowwed by this Chapisr, is 24 square
Jeet, 4 square fect of which may be used as general gdvertiving for hire, For an
undeveloped lot or sfte not subjecs te regulation pursuanz to subsection E, the basic sign
area allowance for all temporury signs is 12 square feet, all of which may be used as
general advertizing for hire.

2 Sigm Types, Materiale and Maintenance. Allowable temporary signs
incluie portable signs, window signs, or banners.  Portuble signs shall ke
construcied of meterials and maintaingd as set forth in Secdon 17.40.120.5.
civw, temporary window signs shall be constructed of materials and
maintained as sei jorih in Section 17.48.730.C.5 below, and bapners shall Fe

15
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constructed of materlals and maintained as set forth in Section 17.48.720.D.2
belgiv. All temporary signs shall ulse be maintained in accardence with Section

r.a48.ryo,

Location. Signs mag be posted or displaged from the yord, wimdow, doce,
baleony, or vutside wali of @ building.

Maximum Sizs. The maxinmum sign aves for cory individsal sign shall be 1z

seucrs feol,

Temparary Signs on Developing Eesidential Propertigs.

The sggregate sign area allowance fer oI temporary signs on restdential zoned
property for which a building permis has been issued for purposes of
consivicting a singlefamily home or multi-family apartmsent complex,
excluding exempt slgrs or signs otherwise allowred by this Chapter, is 32 square
Jeet,

a Dhurelion.  Temporary signs shall be allowed on o developing
residential lot or site after the building permit has bean issusd ang shull
be removed upon itz expivation, cancellution or termination,

b Siw Types. Signs may be portable signs, window signs, or banners,
¢ Maximum Helght. Eight feet for freestanding signs, Bamners and

window signe wust not be more than 12 feet above grads,

Temporary signs on a developing residesiial subdivision for which at lzest one
Jinal subdivision map has been issued pursuant to Chapter 16,24 gre allowed as
follows:

8. Lheration,  Temporary signs shall be allowed on e develophag
residential subdivision site after at Teast ene final subdivision map as
been Bsued end shall be removed wher ol of the parcels within the
subdivision are sgid,  Eowever, once Individual Jotz or sites are
develoged cnd sold, subdivision D above shalt apply te those developed

ani sold lots g sites.
b. Externe! Temporary Signage. Tempovary signs located and intended

te be viewed from the public strests surrounding a deveioping
residential subdivizion may be erected and mainiained seithin ihe
boundaries of the subdivision in accordance with the sign area
allowance ebove. The bagic sign arez allowance for external
temporary signage ie the greater of 64 square feet, or 52 square feet for

every 300 lineal feet that the subdivision site fronts upen o public

b (1]



strect, Extornal temporary siynage shall be non-hminated, shall net
pe mesle or constructed from doth, bumting, plustic, paper or simier
material, and shali be maintained in accordance with the requiresments
of Section xyab.ryo. Dimansions for wmperary extarnal signage shali
upt excsad four feet by clght feet por sign ond 3z square fest per cign
Jace, ar a height of eigh feet, or if located behind an exterior wel of
residential subdivizion, at & befght net to exoeed 3 feet, The signs gholl

~

he ng closer thar 300 fevt from sack other,

e Zaierng! Temporsvy Slgnage. Additlons] pertable sigis, benmers oyl
Jlags may be maictained within the boundarizs of a residemtial
sulidivizlon, provided thet ihey are predomimantly not viewable from
the exterior of the developing residential subdivision, and de mot create
o safety hozard by obstructing the dear view of padestrion and
vehicular traffic within the developing residemtial subdivision.
Inflatelle signs may only be displayed an Satwrdays and Seendags.
Poriable signs shall be constructed of materials and maintained az set
Jurth in Section 17.48.130.Bu below and banners shall be constructed of
materials and maintained as set forth in Section m.g8x30.D.2 below,
All internal temporary signs shall alse be mainipingd in accordance
witk Section 77.48.170,

d Wall Mounied Banners, Banners or wall muusited temporary signs not
exceeding 8o square feet in the aggregate are allowed on an eerior
wall of @ residential subdivision,

Agricultural Zomes. Permanent commercial signs incidemtal to agriculturs
operwtions conducted in Agricultural Zones may be erected subject to the following
standards:

4.

Maximum Number of Signs. One sign per ot et frontage, which may be
either a freestanding sign or a wall sign.

Lecation. Signs shali be sethack a mirdssim of five fezt from the publiz right-
qf«-w-uy.

-

Maximum Sign Avea per Sign. 52 squore fest,

Maximum Height. Sixfeet.

Public and Quasi-Public Uses. Signs for Public and Quasi-Public uses located in
Agricultural and Residential Zones mey be evected subject to the following standards,
Public and Quasi-Public uses are these identified as permiited or conditionally permitred
pursuant to Chapier 17.52.

I

Meximum Number of Signs: One frecstanding sigr and one wall sign,
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Maximum Sign Arex per Sign: Freestanding signs shall not be more thoe
25 square feet in area, Well signs shall not be more than 36 syuere feet in avea,

Maximum Sign Height. Freestanding signs shall mot be move than & Jest in
lieight above grade, Wall mounted signs shall net be more than rz feet in height
above grade,

Setback, Freestanding Signs: Freestanding signs shall be setback a
minimun: 6f 10 feet from the public righi-af-way,

flluminstion: Signs may be internally haminated,

FIGURE 17.48.090(G): PUBLIC AND QUASI-PUBLIC USES
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Entrance Signs., Entrunce signs for residentio] subdivisions with 5 or mere than
residentia]l parcels, or multi-fuemily apariment or condominfum complexes with 5 or
more units, shal be permitted sulject to the following standards:

I

=

Mazimum Number: Two signs per entrance,

Meximum Sign Face per Sign: 20 square feat,

Maximum Height: Six feer.

Meximum Profection: 12 inches from sign surface,

Location: Entrance signs may be attached 1o ¢ wall, fence, or project

identification feature Iocuted ot or within 156 feet of the entrance to @
developmant.

I8



£ Tllumination. Entrasce signs may be axternally lumingted,

FIGURE [7.48.090(H): ENTRANCE SIGNS
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17.48.100 Sign Standards for Other Zones

A Purpose and Applicability. This Section establishes sign ares allowances Sor
specific Zones as well as dimensional standuris for tie type of signs peneitted, Unless
otherwise specified below, stendards for each sign type are in Section 17.48. 10,

E. Aggregate Wall Sign Aree. In all Zones ather than Agriculiural and Resideniiol
Zones, the basic sign grea allowance for alf wall signs on o lot or sitz, evcluding signs for
wihiich no permit is required under Section 17.48.036 (Bxempi Signs), & as Sellows:

Office Zos HFublic Zones |

-

i | Commesc Tones |

iTow Sign | Zsg.kxinfuof | lsqghxlink .5 35, fuxin, &, of |
: Areg Allowed | fronmee ‘ tronage frontage

! Plaxesum 150 g & | Maximum 30 sq. & | Maximus 100 sg. i :: Maximum (00 g, & |
= 7 e . —~—— "

* Total Sign Area s basad o0 an allowanct in sguare feet per lineal fooy. {in. i) of streer frontas
| (1): Unlexs the standards in the speciiic Design Disrrter state otherwizs,

% Sites with Multiple Fromtages. On lois and sites with move than cne
freatage on o public sireet (axcluding alleys), the muximun: permirted wall sign
ares is calculaied as follmos:

@ Corvier and Through Lots. Where ¢ ot fronis on fwo sirests (o cormer
or “through lot”), either both the front and side, or Jront and rear lot
lines as related to the epplicable fromages may be used for ealeulating
the allowable wall sign ares.

o
i

Threz or More Frosiages. Where o Iot hae thres or more frestages on o
public sireet, the length of onlsj tuww conbiguaus siiles, one of wiich must

2



be the principal strect frontage, are added together to determine
aliowable wal sig: area,

FIGURE 17.48.100(B)(1): SITES WITH MULTIPLE FRONTAGES

Lot Frontage for Determining Alcwbie Sigu fres = w4y

Multiple-Occupancy Commercial Sites with Limited Fromtage.
Where & multiple-occupancy commercial site has public straet Jrontnge equal 1o
a6 percent or less of the perimeter measuremant of the site, the meximums
allowakle wall sign arec for the site is colculated o3 Jollows (202 Figere

17.48.100(B)(2)):
a. Cne square foot of sign aree per on lineal foct of preblic stree: froniage;
plus
3 Ore iincal foot of extervior building walls fronting on: drivewsys and
parking lots that are generclly used for public acoess and ave located on
e same siie,
c Pedestrian-only passageways that are Ened on both sides by Luilding

walls are considered interior spaces, and although signs may be pleced
on such walls, the area of such walls is not included in the calculation
of the maximum allowable sigr: avez for the site,
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FIGURE 17.48.100(B)(2): CALCULATION OF AGGREGATE SIGN AREA FOR
MULTI.OCCUPANCY COMMERCIAL SITES WITH LIMITED FRONTAGE
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3 Additional Allswance for Signs im Shopping Centers. Shopping
ceniers may excesl the basic sign allowance by up to 25 percent through the
approval of & Conddftional Use Permis issieed prarsuant to Chapter 17,38 of the
Visalia Muricigal Code.

4 Minimum Allowance im Mult!-Temant Projects. For multi-tenant
commercial projects, the aggregaie sign area may be increaszed to the extent that
gach tenarit hes a minimum of 0.5 square feet of sion area per Iincal font of
bustness frontage oo @ primary access wey,

£

Dimensional Standards for Sigms. The Table below presents the dimensionai
stanidards for signs in Zewing Disirics oiher than Agricultural and Residential Zones.
Detailed controls by sign type are located in Section rp.48.110.,
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I7.48.110 Staendards for Specific Sign Types

A Purpose. This Section establishes location and other general standards for specific sign
types that apply to all areas where suck signs are permitied. Additional standuards
applicakile to these siyns in specific Zoning Districts are located in Sections 17.48.000
and 17.48.100.

B Awning and Canopy Sigrs. The installation of awnings and cancpies and signage
located an auwnings and canopies are subject to the following standards:

A Location. Auwming signs shall be located on the ground floor of buildings and
the maximum height above grade shall not exceed 14 feet,

2, Minimum Vertical Clearance. Eight feet.

3 Width. Aunings shall be designed to fit the width of the storgfront opening or
individual window opening. Aunings shall not exiend more than six isches on
either side of the storefront or window opening.

4 AMaterials. Awning signs must be made of durable, long lasiing materials,

5 Typs. Awnings may have a flexible or fived skirt, be open or closed on the
sides, and be fixed or refractable,



£

&. Signs on Awnings. Sign copy moy be locered on: permitied aunings in lieu of
ather sigrage but may not excead the total apgregate sign avez. The area of the
sign copy shall not excezd 25 percent of the exterior surface of the awning or
canopy.

FIGURE 17.48.1 10(B): AWNING AND CANOPY SIGNS

Mz:éin M. 6 in.
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Freestanding Signs. Fresstanding signs are subject to the following standards:

Where Allowed, The base of the supporting structure must be sethack at least
Stz foct from: the street right-of-umy,

I

Meximum Number, One per street frontage or one per occapansy/tenart,
3 Maximum Helght.

L4

a. Agriculiral Residential, and Guasi-Fublic Districts. 8 foel,

B Commzrcial Distrivis. 12 feet.
& Office and Budustrial Districts. Six feet,

4 Maximum Ares. The sign area must not evceed 3¢ sguare feet per face, mot to
exceed 70 square jeet in total. The total aggregate surface of the sign faces end
gign structure shall not exceed 140 square feet.

[ Setback. Freestanding signs may be located within the regiired setback areas
as long as they are o minimum of five feet from the front progerty Bns, and 20
Jfeet from any interior side propesiy line,

8. Sigm Base. Freestanding signs of 1o feer or lass shall be mounied on a bass, the

width of swhich shall not be less tham 50 percent of the width of the widest pari
of the sign.
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FIGURE 17.48.110(C): FREESTANDING SIGNS

SIGN I
Maximum height:
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Mz 1 freestanding sian per street fromisg 2 or 1 per occuipsncy/tenant,

Max, iotz! signface arel; 70 5.t Mav, tote! apgregate sign face and
slgn structure area: 140 s¢ ft,

Monument Base E.wepﬂas. The City Plorner, or their designee, may
approve 2 post or similar style siyn structare instead of the requirad momiment
buse for propertiss which are residential commercions wherein all of the fallowing
criteric are met:
a The sign stracture e designed to match the primary siructyre on he
site i arcitectural styiz arnd generel appearance.

b. All other sign requirements are met.
& The primary structure is a restdential conversion which has

muinzained & residential character/eppearance.

Open Air Uses. For gpen air wses such us automobile dealerships, the
additional standards apply 1o freestanding sigrs:

a. Maxizurm Sige Aree. 35 square feet per face, with the total sign ares
not exvesding 70 squeare ;ez&.

b Sethack. 20 feet from any interior side property line

P’m;’et:hna Sigms. A sign may project horizontally from the exterive woll of u building

v beneath a canopy structure subject to the following standards:

Meximum Number. One per building or tenant space.
Meximum Sive.

a. FProjecting Signs. Bight sysare feet,

-

‘b‘
.
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A

b Under Carrapy of Awning Signs. Three sjuare feet,

.

Merimum Height, 18 feet; 12 feet In Commercial Districts,

Minimum Vertical Clearance, Eight feet.

Frofection Allowed. A projecting sign carmot exiend more than four fest
Jrom the building to which it is uttached and shall be designed end Iocated so as

i3 cause no harm 19 siveet trees,

FIGURE 17.48.110(D): PROJECTING SIGNS
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Well Signe, Well signs are subject to the following standards:

b=
=i

)

I:J‘

Maximus Numbér, Nolinit, provided that the total area of wall signs docs
not exceed the Hwmits in Teble 17.48.700.8,

Maximum Height, No higher than the roof lins or the parapet of the wall of
ihe bullding to which the sign iz attached, whickever iz lower,

Meoximum Sign Ares per Sign. See Table r7.48.000.B.

Projection Allowed, Wall signs shall not extend more then six inches beyond
the face of the wall to which they are attached.

Placemant. No wall sign may cover, wholly or pertially, any veguired wall

opening,

Ordemtation, Unless a different orientation Is specifically authorized, euch
wall-mounted sign shall be placed flat against the wall of the tuilding,



FIGURE (7.4B.1 |10(E): WALL SIGNS

Max. 6 in,
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Wall sign mues by
Thar againe: che wall
7 Rear Facades. Where e property has two facades and bath are visible from

the public right-of-way, a wall sign man be installed on: the vear (ron-primary)
Jacade i it meeis the following:

a Sz, Maximum of 25 percent of the allowed sign erea colelated for the
primary sccupancy fromiage,
b. Hbsemetnnation. Signs on rear facades may noi be jnternally hamiaied
F, Window Signe, Permenent window signs affixed to cither side of an exteriar window

of @ building, or erecied or mounted in the interior of the building within two Jeetef e
wrindyw and intended to be viswed from the wxterior of such building, are allowed
subfect to the follmwing standards:

L Materials. Permanent window siges shall be made from or frvolve the use of
materials futesded for permanent display, such os:
o Etching, frosting, puinting or similer chemical or physizal mon-
remavgble gloss treatmenis,
b Interior electronic signs or digital displays.
LA Window shades, blinds, draperies or similar windaw trestzments

bearing a commercial message and utilived for the primary purpose of
enzrgy efficiency end sun glare and UV ray reduction to the interior of
¢ bullding or siruciure,

2 Malnienenze. Al prrmanent window signs shall be maintolned in accovdance
with the requirements of Section 17.48.170. The structral luegriy of signs
shall be maintained at all times, Normal wear and teur of agad signs shall be
repoired whan they detract from tie visible quality of the siyn, bused on the
current condition of the sign compared 1o the appesrance of the sign when Jirst
installed. Exposed surfaces shall be cloaned and painted ané dafective parts shall
be replaced if necessary.

by
=1
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Sign Aree. Window sign area shail not be considered i computing the
mexiruon allowed building signage.

17.48.120 Downtown Retail Design District Sign Standards

The followring standurds apply 10 all signage withise the Downtown Retail Design Distrist,

A

Size Standards.

4

Two square feet of sign area i permisted for eack lineal foot of oceupaney
Jrontage to ¢ maximue of 50 square feet.

Users may choose any exterior side of the building as the primary frontage for
the purpose of caleulating the permitted sigr area. The bullding sign so
calctilated msst then be mounted on thai side of the building.

A building sign may be affixed to or incorporuied as a part of the design of an
awning; however, sych sign area shall be deducted from that coloulaied for the
exterior bullding well to which the awning is attached, Numerals used for the
purposz of identifying street adiresses nozd not be deducied from the cdloulated
sign aree.

Additional signs of a maximum 25 percent of the sign area calculated for the
primery ocoupancy fromage will be wllowed for exch remaining exterier wal,
provided that the sigr for amy given wall does not exceaidl two square feet per
Haear foot of the wall length, This subsection does nat apply 1o ofley frontages or
buildings that have fromtages on two sirscts with ne common visibility for
wehicles or pedestrians, In these latter two cases, the allowsble signage is is
additienal to the emosnt calculated above, and chall be calezclated on the basis of
two sguaare feut of sign avea per Eneal foot of public stres: ar alley fromiage.

Projecting Signs Bencath a Canopy/Awning Structure,

L

One double-faced slgn not exceeding ar area of three square feet per face i
permitied. Sigrs shall be o minimuta of 7 feet above the sidewalk and shall nat
exceed o maximum eight of 12 feet.

A sign may also be affixed io or incorporated inio the design of the side valance
of awsings which are perpendicular 15 the stere frontage. Botk side valances of
an awning may be so wilized, however, orly ons sign face per awning side is
allowed, Back sign face shall not exceed three square Jeet for ench individual
ghop or tenant.

Alley Signs. The maximum bufiding sign area on an alley froniage is caloulated
separately from that permitted for the primary ocoupancy frontage, using the sams
aliowance as fer the primary oceupancy frontage (furo square feet per linear fost of the
walf length),
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Reader Boards and Multi-Tenant Buildings.

A Each builfing sy display o readar board of a meximaim avez of 20 squave foot
indicating the nais2, address end iype of business of the businerses within the
busiiding, If the reader board is Tocated oa @ port of the building quaiifying s an
dceupiicy fmmar Jor witrich sign aren is c.qufalaf, the eign area used for the
reader board shall be deducted frssu the toial permizted for that rr:r.'ifima
otherwiys it i :a.rnmugh ared exempl from sign area Limits, Reader brards shall be

designed as one with such copy ponel consisting of similor materials and designs.
Permits for reader boards shall ot be fssied witliout tie conzent of the properiy
oumer.

Eack commercial sise swhich has divect pedestrian avcens tﬁrmg# an cxierior
building wall which iz visible from a pu‘f Tie right-of<way, shall be ellowed ar
Ieast 10 squsre fest of .m.uu.m sign arec, regariless of Fuilding DECEDOTCY
Frovtege Commerciol vees have o 5-,,|n aicoees from the m.mm-u{ oy duiliing or
fram m: enclozed lokdy or court skzk nat be ellowed the mitrdmum building sign
area referred to in this section.

3]

Window Stgmage. See Sectione ry.g8.xro.F and r7.30.130.0.,

Enclosed Brlictin Boards and Message Centers, Enclosed bullstin boards or
tassage centers shall bz aReved in the Downiows Retall Design District, subject to the

Tollmoing requirements.

I Locations Allowed. Unless lacated om private propenty, enclosed uilleitn
M?TE'I"- H"Iu’f H‘IF“‘:‘.’GF cenlers Shﬂﬂ r"J(‘h‘Zﬁl'e an !.’?"*’TM-CI'IHTMI Fmﬂr

2 Sixe, Enclosed bulletin boards end message centers shell not be greater than
cighi feet ks height and m feat in wiith.

i Materiais and Maintenanzs. Enclosed bulletin boards and message centers
shall be construciad of metal painted frames, si‘u..:u have lockable disp ’ms cases
with shatter regigtant gluse or similar materials, and may only include mt.erria'
illumination, Enclosed bulletin Bogrds and message cenlers shall be sacintained
in accordance with the requirements of Section 17.48. 170,

4. Prokibitivws. Lnciossd bulleiin boards and message centers shall not inciude
electrenic pesssage displas,

Temporary Signs. Danners shall be allowed in the Downtown Retadl Design District
pursuant te the reguirements o.‘ Section 17.48.130.C. Al portable signs covered in
Section 17.48.30.8 shall be pmﬁ;brm in the ﬂﬂwn'rum Retail Desige: District, except
ﬁ-rmrm' signs, which shall be allowed subject to the jnﬂaw-ng r‘eqmremmn. A-Frames
and casels are qma!sy alivwed _]t}r' the purpose of advertising the location, goods or
services offered ox the premises, hoivever, .fhu.gr may B used g general advertising for
hire subject to the limitations in this section.

28



% Prokibitions. A-Frame signs are prokibited from assy foram of brasdrasting or

andio presentation.
Z Materiols und Mairtenance. A-frame signs piust be made of a durabis,

rigid materlal not subject to rapid deterioration, such as, without limitation,

wood, plasiic or metal, and mast be professional in sppeavance, A-frame signs
st be maintained in accordance with the reguirements of Section r7.48.170.

2 Locations dilowed, A-Frame signs ave alinwed within a frest or corner side
setback ares and it the public right-cf-way directly in front of @ business,

4 Mezimsm ileight and Arca. The A-Frams sign, when placed in an open
prosition must nol exceed a height of four feet from ground level to the rop of the

-

sige: and be no more than 7.5 square feet per sign fuce,

LA Maximwme Number: One A-Frame sign iz allowed per business, whick does
nol count against maximun allowed permanent sign aree. They wust be
removed g7 the tose of business,

£

Fiscemens: A-Frame signs shall be placed se that o minimun: of four feet is feft
clear for pedesirian passage on ali sidewalks and wallways, They shali anly be
placed at grade level and shall nat be placed in site visibility triangles or on walls
or bowlders, within planters, flowsr beds or tree welle, on vehicles, o otier signs
or on or gffixed to any other type of structure.

2]

City’s Right te Remove: If at any iime any portion of the puklic right-of-
unty occupied and used by the A-Frame sign mog be resded or required Iy the
City, or the busineas falls to maintain the permitted sign In accerdance with the
reqicirements of this subsection, it may be removed by the Ciiy.

-
-

Projecting Signs Mounted to Bullding Fare.

I Frojecting signs skall be located no higher than the cornice or pavape! line,
whichever is lower, and must be Tocated 50 o3 to not s9scure any urchitectural
detail of the facade. A double fece projacting sign shall be considered one sign,

[ 3]

The moximum size of 6 projecting sign shall de 40 squgre feet (a0 sgsinic feet per
side). Projecting signs shall nut profect more than five feat Lorizontally. In no
case vsay the sign come within 2.5 feet of the curk,

3 Projecting signs shall be clear of street trees, traffic signals, street lighting and
TeEguiiory sigrs.

4 Projecting signs shall be countsd against overall allowsd signage square foctage
per location,
2y



I7.48.130 Temporary Signs

A

General Reguirements.

I Generel. Each developed property or estabiishment, or properiy for which a
Building permit has been issued, in non-restdentic? zoncs, as specifiad, ekal] be
alloswed sign copy area for the display of lempaorarg fighs, in additien te allgursd
permarent signage as specified in this Chapter. No permit shall be required Sor
temporary signoge,

2 iimigs. Temporarg sigmage must comply with the sign areq Imsitz and
maximize: number of allowsd temporary signs, for éack of the categories of
temparary signage specified in this section, No other temporary signage shall be
allowed fn nen-residential zones.

3. Illemination. Temporary signs cannot be illuminared or constructed wih
reflective materiafs,

Portable Signs. Portable signs are allowed subject to the fellowing standards,
L Relation to Associted Business., Portabis signs mnay be locaied up to 300

Jeet away from the business so long as they remain within the development site
weith which the fisiness i associated and the Tusiness shtains property owner

authorizgtion.
-8 Maximum Sign Area per Parcel or Busimess Location. The otal

aggregate sign ared for all portable signs may not exeeed 16 square fees. fer each
developed or developing parcel, or business locution where more tham one
business is located on a single parcel. Where a pazrcel or Wistness location has a
street frontage exceeding 75 lineal feet, the aggregate sign arex for all portokle
signs shall be 16 syuare feat for each y5-foot segment of strem Jrontage. Fach
undeveioped parcel shall kave a moximum uggregate portable sign area of 16
squzre fest, all of whick may be used as gensral advertising for hire.

3 Meximum Size and Sign Area. AU portable sigrs, excepr A-Frame signs
and feather bauners, skall not exceed 8 feet in height above ground level, nor
have a maximum sign area greaier than 8 square jeel. A-Frames sign, when
placed in an open position, must ot zvcesd g height of four fest above the
ground level, to the top of the sign, nor have a maximm sign area grester than
7.5 square feet. Feather bannars must not excesd a heigls of ten feet above the
ground level, nor have & maximum sign area greaier than 16 square feet,

4- Maoterials end Maintenance, Zoriable signs shall:
& Be constructed of durable, weather-resistant materials not subject 1o

rapid deterioration or fuding, and be professional in appearance.

B Bz maintainsd in accordance with the requirements af Section 17.48.170,

ac
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c Tortable signs shal be ceastrucizd of acceptable metericls such as
corrugaied exiudzd, twin woll plastic or acryfic sheets mounted 2o
sizkee or polls, metal sign blanks, traditional poisted wood sr vingt or
paper fim altached ts g pi‘:-'urcac cove, or similar materiis, Accepiable
muterinls for feather banners include vinyl, nylon mgm’ced vingh,
polsicthylene or polgeser-like malericls, Ju.":ibae fabric or simiiar
miagsrials,

Be ai';urd £c~ supps. ting structures made of o durshle, vigid magerisl
suck as, without limitation, wood, plestic or metal, Feather banners
=

st be secured and stobiiized so es to withsiond wind gusts, o be
vemoved dyring windy conditions.

i

1-

Placement. The portable signs shall be placed en private properts; on the same
lot or developmeni site os the esteblishoment et qualifies for such sign rmrf with
an encreachment permil, may be placed in the public r-yh.r. of way i ot nt of the
acsociated vse or on the peerest sidewall: provided a four-foor wide pem:hm
clear zone is meintained, Fortable signs must be a minimuns of seven feet from
the back of the curb, or edge of pavement where no curb exists, " Feather banners
cannst mw;yere with cither pedestrian or vehicular sight distancs, eay viewr
corridor or obsiruct views ic ang existing business or existig permanént sige.

Prokibited Locations, Portable signs shall not be locoted;

a. In any public right-of-way;

k. In parking lat driving Ianes, alsies or stalls;

c On multi-use trafis or sidewalls if they would block a four-foot wide
pedestrian dear zons;

d. Al any locazion where theyj would block pedestrian access;

e Within 100 feet on either side, or in froat of @ momanent sign;

J Fihizs 20 feet from any vther poriable sign; and

g Within 50 feet from a shopping center access drive ar street fstersaciion.

Hours for Displag for A-frame Sigis and Featker Banners. A-frame
signs and feather banners are permitted anmng the hours a business is open for
busincss 23d one-half hosr uﬂ' ore opening and one-fall heur after Jas*.m. Zhay
must be removed during hours wher ihe esia 4bbshnen: isnot opento tbﬂm i

Banners and Pennants. Banner zsigns and penants, incheding similar devices such
es strings of ormamental fringes or sireciters, ere aliowed for establishments wwithin
commerciai zones, subject to the follviring standards:

Tadd
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6.

Meximum Sigm Araa per Parcel or Busimess Locatiom. The toral
aggregats sign area fer banunars and pernunts mag not excesd 32 square feet for
encli parcel, or business location wheve more ihan one business is located on o
single pareel. Where ¢ pareel or business Tncatton hee o sireet frontage excesding
75 lineal feet, the aggregaiz sign area for barnners or pennassis shall be 32 sguars
Jeet fur each 7o-font ssgment of strest fromtage.

Meximum Size. The maximum size for eny banner is 64 sqaare feet, provided
that the parcel or business location kas an gagregaie sign arsa allewanse hat
allows for banmers within this macheum size allswance,

Maximum Helghe. Banners and pannants shall not extend above the roofiine
ar the parapet of a wall.

Banpers as Permanznt Signs Prokibited, Banners shall not be used as
permanent signs, and shell not otherwise replsce the primasy permanest
identification sign{s) for the business or establishment, and the business oy
establiskment wutilizing a banner must have o permaneat sign application: on file
with the Ciiy.

Materials and Maintenance. Banners and pennants shall be constructed cf
durable, weather-resistant materiols not subject ve rapid deteriorasion or fading,
and shall be professional i appearance, Acceptable matierials include but ave
aot limited to vingl, nyion reinforeed vimyl polyethyleme or polyester-like
materials, or durable fubric. Barners and pennants shall be maintained i
accordanice with the requirements of Section r7.s8.x7o.

Aflowable Locations. Banners are only allowed on sites whers permanent
sigms are aflowed,

Temporary Window Signs. Temporary window signs are allowed Jor
estalrlishments within commarcial zones, sis Bject to the following standards:

I

Meximum Sign Area. The sllowable sign area of temporarg window signg
shall not exceed 4o percent of the total window erea Jor each window or
transparent door in & building or structure. For the purpose of defining window
ares, muitiple windows separated by mullions or frames of less than four (g
inches are considered a single windew.

Materials and Maintenance. Temporary window sign shall be constructed
of suitable materials and be professional in appearence. Suitable materials
include glossy paper, matte paper, cerd stock or presentation bond paper, vinyl,
polgpropylens, or paini-on decals, water-based or other ensily remoirable paint
or similor tnaterials. Temporgry window signs shall be maintained in
accordgnee with regsirements of Ssction 748270,

fllumination. Temporary windew signs shali not be ilumcinated,



17.48.140 Master Sign Program

Purpose. The purpose of a Master Sign Program is 1o provide a method Jor oa
apyplicat to integrate the design and placsment of signs within g prodect with the overal
design of the development ta achieve @ more unified appearance. Master Sign Prograrus
sy alsa be used for subdivision projects with a phased developmert andfor salss plan,
Minor variations in dimensional standerds and cther Iimitatians of this Section miay be
approved, provided they achieve a resuli that i superior o what wodd ctherarise be
allowed, The Sign Program nusst demonstrate how itz

A

£

=

&

tmproves the safety aud welfare of the general public by minimizing
distractions, huzirds. and obsiructions from sign deslgn or placemant;

Provides for <lgn design ur placement appropriate for the area;

Incorporater sign desiyn and placement related 1o svchitectural and landscape
features on site; and

Incorporates sign design, scale, and placement oriented to pedestriax traffic,

Applicability and Approval Required.

A

Master Sign Frogrom Reguired, A Master Sigr: Program approved by the
MNonning Comandesian ie regquired for:

a. New or remodeled non-residential or mixed usad projects on sites of five
acres or more
[ Multiple tenant commercial or mived use buililings where the entire

Jugnde is being remodeled: and

Ang development in the BRP Zoze,

)

Optional Sign Program. A Master Sign Program may be substituted for
specific sign designs and individual agplications if requested by an applicant and
approved by the Planning Cornmissior,

Required Submittals, Appiications for a Master Sign Programe must include the

Sollonwing plans and text:
4 4 gz plawn showing the location of builfings, parking lots, driveways and

landscaped areas;

Computution of the maxinsum totul sign ares, the maximum area for individual
signs, the heigat of signs and the number of freestanding signs allowed, if
proposesd;



2 Az accurate inilication on the site pion of the proposed location af ench propised

sig#: and exizsiing sign which iz to remals;

4. Celor schemes, lattering and graphic style (if tenants ave not Fuown, generic
styles may be presented);

Lighting ard sigr: congtruction maizrials; gad

A" ]
b

Sign dimensions (if tenaris are nct knouwm, generiz dimeasions may be

eseriied); and

g

7. A wriiten program of standards for 2ll sign typss to be disiributed o future
tenants, buluding color, size, lowinutivn, construction details, end siga
placemant,

»

Findings. The Planning Commissiors will only approve a Masier Sign Program: if the
follnwing findings are made:

L That the gropesed signz are in harmony and visually related to:
' Otlscr Stgme Inpcluded fix the Moasiar Sign Frogram, This may be

acoemplished by kzcorporating several comson design elzments such as
rigierials, leiter style, celevs, ilumination, sign tgpe or sign shape,

b. The Buiidings They Jdentffy. Thic mag be accemplished by uiilizing
materials, colors er design moiifs inciuded in the building Deing
identified,

e The Strrounding Develapment. Apyroval of o plasmed sign program
st not adversely affect surrounding land wses er cbsaire adianent
corfarming signs.

2 That the proposed signs will comply with oIt the provision of this Section, except
with regard to:

@ Number of signs allowwed; and

c. Location ard height of signs.

Conditions. Reasonzble conditions of epproval may be imposed by the Planning
Commiizsion: ic achizve the purposes of this Seciion and ensure compaiibility with
adjacent land uses and signage.

Post-Approval Procedures. After approval of o Master Sign Program, no signe shall
be erected, piaced, painted, or maintained, except in conformance with such Program,
and such Program mey be enforced in the sume way o5 any provision in this Sectini.



17.48.150

A

Il

Lewse dgreements. The Moster Sign Program and all conditions of epprovel
shiall be atacked to the lzase agreerseats for all leusalile space within @ project.

Individes! Signs. Ang sign that conforms to an spproved Master Sign
Frogrom sy ke approved by the City Planner or dusignze; however, approval
af @ Masier Sign Program does not walwe the permit requirements for indiiidual
signs.

Amenidments. The City Flanuer or deslgnee may approve minar amendments
to a Masler Sigs: Progrer i ars in sulstantial conformance with the original

approval. All other amendments, inchiding amendments I conditions af
approvai shall be proceseed as ¢ mew app¥oation,

Variances and Exceptions

Purposes.

1

Veriances, The Planming Commission may grant variances for setbacks,
iscational and dimensional stendards that apply i signs in order to prevent
unnecessary hardships that would result jrom s strict or Gtera interprotation
and enforcement of certain regulations preseribed by this chapier. A practical
difficultyy or unnecessary hardship mag result from the size, shape or dimensions
uf & site or the location of existing structures thereon, from geographic,
topographic or ether physical conditions on the site or s the Immediate vicinity,
or from: streei locations or traffic conditions in the immediate vicinity thet would
affect the signing of o site or building.

ELrvception. The Planning Commission may grast an exception to the physical
design stendavis if it can be demonstrated that such an sxception is Resessary Lo
facilitate an improved aasthetic relationship beween a sign and the struchres
upon which it ie mounted.

Application Proceduves. Application for a sign zarianze ov sign exception shall be
submitted to the City Planmer on an approved form and include the following:

L

2,

Name and address of the appiicant;

Statement that the applicant ic the owner of the property, is the authorized
egent of the swner(s), or is or will be the plaintiff in an action in eminent
domain to goquire the property invoived;

Address and legal description of the properiy;
Statemesnt of the precise nature of the variance or excaption requested and the
= e - 3 e -

hardskip or practioa! difficuity which would result from the strict interpratation
and enforcement of the stendards in this Chaptar;

AT
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5 The applicarion shall be eccompasied by such sketches or drawings as may be
neczssury te cleorly show applicant's proposal in comparison with the siandords
that otherwise would apply; and

a. The requiived fee or deposit.

The epplication shafl be reviewed by the City Flanner, who shall determing whether it i3
camplcte or, i nof, what additionsl Sformarion is needed. Once the application is
g B ot R L ) - 3 .,

detarmined 1o be complete, the City Plunner shall give notice o the applizant of the time

when the agplicetion will be considered by the Planning Commissie. The City Planning
also may give rotice of The time to eity other intervested party,

Public Notice and Hearing.

z Netice of u public hearing en a sign variance or sign exception shall be given not
less thaw ten days nor more thon 30 days pricr to the dete of the kearing by
mailing & motize of the thwe and placs of the hearing to property vumers within
thres ntdred (300) fect of the boundaries of the area sccupied or to be occipied
by thie sz which is the subject of the hearing,

2, After the required notice has been provided, the Plasning Commission shel! hold
@ public hearing on an application for o veriancs,

Stafj Report. The City Planner shall prepare o staff report on the appiicaiicn,
ncluding a recommendation, which: shell besubmitied o the Planning Commissior.

e

Public Hearing Procedure. At o public kearing the Plarming Commission shall
review the application und the statements and drawings submitted by the applicant agd
the sigff report end the evidency presentesd in that report with respect to the fSindings
listed beiow, that are required ts apyrove @ varienes or cxception.

Findings Required for € Variance,

A The Plarming Commission may grant a variancs te a regulation or standard
prescribed by this Chapter, as applied for or as modified by the Commission,
provided that, on the basis of the applicative and stoff report andler evidence
submitted, the Commission determinss:

a. That etrice or literai interpretation and enforcement of the specified
regulation wosid result in practical difficulty or unnecessary herdship
inconsistant with the purposes of the sign regidations;

b, Thai there are exceptional or extreordinary croumstances or
conditions applicable tv the property which do not apply generally io
ather propertics clacsified in the same zoning district;



H.

(X That strict or Fierel interpretotion and enforcement of the spacified
reguigiion would deprive the applicest of privileges enjoyed Iy the
owrners of other propartios classified in the sane zoning disivig

d That the grantig of the variunce will not constitute a grent of special
privilege incongistest with the Smitations on other propertivs clossified
in the same zoring district; and

e ot the granting of the varionce will not be detrimenial to the public

health, safety or welfere, or maieriglly injurious to properties or
improvements in ihe vicinity.

b7 A verlance may be revocalls, may be grevted for a limited time period, or may
bs granted subject 1o such ressomable comditions as the Cowumission may
prescribe,

3 The Filaneing Commission swust deny a varionce epplication if the reguirsd

Findings can not be made,

Findings Required for an Exceptisn. The Plarning Conuniscion may approve,
conditionally approve or desy a request for an exception to the physical design standerds
¢f this chepter. For the Planning Comemissics e approse cr conditicaally approve an
exception, the follovwing findings must be made

I That the granting of the exceprion is nocessary to attain o high aesthetic sign
design which wenld be resiricted if the provisions and standards of this Chapter
were strictly applied;

| ¥ That the grenting of un ecception would not adversely affect the visibility of
signs on adjecent properiies; and

5 That the granting of an exception would not constitute @ grexting of « speclal
priviiege.

Appeal to City Council. The decision of the Planning Commission on a variance or
exceptlon application shall be siibject to the appeal provisions of the zoning ordinance.

Revacation. A varignce or exception granied subject to a condition or conditions shall
be revoked by the Planning Comwrission if the applicant fails to comply with any the
condition of approval

Time Limits for Filing ¢ New Application. Fellowing the denial of a variance or
expepiion application or the revocution of a variance or exception, no application for the
saiee or substartizlly the same sign shall be filed within one yezr of the date of denial of
the variance or exception application or the date of revocation of the variance or
exceplion,

b
~



17.48.160 Nonconforming Signs

A

E.

Puyrpose. A nonconforming sign is a sign that was lowfully constructed and
maintuined prise o the adoption of the regulztisns codified in this Chapter bur which
does not oenform to the provisions of this Chagter, The purpose of the reguletions in this
Section 5 1o limit the number and exient of nonconforming signage by prohibiting

L4
alteration or enfargemest of such signage so s fo ncrease the discrepancy betwesn their

condition and the standands and reguirements of this Chapter.

Continuance and Maintenance. Reasonable and routine motntenance ard repairs
mag be performed on signs that are menconforming provided there is mo expansion of
any nonconformity with the currint requiremeonts of tiz Chapter.

Abandonment of Nonconforming Sign. Whenever 2 nonconforming sign has been
abandoned, or the use of the property has been discontinized for @ conginws period of
30 days, the nonconformisy siyn must be remozed,

Restoration of a Damaged Sign. An on-prendse sign ey be restored that mests
ang of the fellowing criteria;

I A sign with damage that dees not excoed 50 percent of the tota! sign ares,
Including hardwere and gtashments, providad that the repuirs start within 30

days and difigently pursued to completion,

2 A sigu that i a denger 15 the public or is unsafe as determined by the Building
Official,

Signs Rendered Nonmcomforming by Anmexation. Any sign that becomes non-
confarming subsequent 1o the effective date of this Chapter by reason of annexation to
the City of the site upon which the sign is Jocated s subjest to the provisions of this
Section,

17.48.170 Maintenaence, Abandonment, and Enforcement

iR

Maintenance Required. All signs and associated supporting structures shail be
maintained in Lke-new condition, without rips, tears, fading and similar damuge that
inevitably ecours as a result of normal wear and aging,

L BDeteriorated Signs. Any sign or sign structurs that is sugging, leaning,
Jallen, decaijed, broken, deterigrated, ripped, torn, faded, or ether deteriorating
or dilapidated condition shall be promptly repaired, to the satisfaction of the
City, or removed.

2 Gra/fiti. Graffiti on a sign shall be removed within two days of notice af ite
placement on such sign.

Maintemanze Standards. All parts, poriipns, units and materialy composing
o sign, together with the frame, buckgrowsd, surface, support or enclosive shall

¥
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Le maintained in ¢ like-new, sefe condition, pairted, and adequuidly protccted
Jrom weethering with ail braces, bolts and structiral parts asd supporting
fromes and fastenings reassuclly free from detericratiss, »of, rust, and
ingsening so that they do not ereate a hazard io persons or property or constitute
@ TUIEGETE,

4. Summary Removal of Hazards. Whenever any sign, by virtue of its
physical natuse and conditisn, peses an immeiate cud serious Tirzat ic the
public sofety, the same may be removed by Cliy persornel, or fiz physicel
deficiency cured, to the exteni nucessory to protecs vhe publie safety. The cost of
such remaovel or repair shali be assessed against the sign wner.

E. Abandoned or Obsolete Sign. An on-premise sign advertising an activity, business,
service or product wust be removed within 30 days follmring the actual discontinusnce
of the activity, business, service or product. If the sign fe vot so rewoved, the Chy
Plamner or designee may have the sign remeved in accordames with the public nuisance
nluriement provisions of this Code,

C Illegel Signs, Any sign, banner, or sign structure not evected, constructed or located in
conformance with this Chapter and not clossified a5 a Jegal wonconforming sign is an
iflzgal sign and Is subjest to abatement in accordamce with the pubiic muisance
elatoment procedures set forth elsewhere in the Visclia Municipal Code.

D, Enforcement. Signs whick do not conform ta the provisiens ¢f this Chupter oxd are
erecled gfer iz effective date and signs srosied afier the offective date of this Chapter
without obtairing the permit required theveby are declared to be unluvful and g public
nuisance. All signs declared 10 be unlmoful by this Section and all percons erecting or
maintoining them shall be subfect to the terms of Chapter 17.46, Adminisiration and
Enforcement, specifically Sections 1y.46.000 io rrufobo, of this Code and all
amendmenis thereof, ns well as Chapter 1.13, Adminisirative Code Bnforcement, Tha
Gity Planmer or designze shall fortnwith take all necessary actions or procealings for the
abatement, removal and enfeinment pursuant of said secsions of the Visela Municipal
Code. The remedies provided for in this Section ure cumulutive end nonexclusive.

17.48.180 Definitions

The following definitions apply within this Chapter, regardless of how the terms may be defined
in the Aywizipal Code,

A-Frame Sign. A portable upright, rigid, sclf-supporting frame sign in the form of & wlangle

or fetier “A”,

Abandoned Sign. A sign remgining in place or not mainiatned for 20 days that dess not
provide direction for, advertise, or identify a legally established business, product, or service
avafickie on the business prepiises where the siqn is Tocated,
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Amimated Sign, A sign with messages that viswally chavge, or images that move or appear to
move, flesh on or off, wink or Bink with verying light Intensity, show motion or create the
Husizs of mation, er revolve to create an Musion of betng on or off, This defiultion doss mot
include traditions] barber poles or scoreboards, nor does i1 includs “enswercial mascots,” gl

displags” and “electronic signs”, which are dafined separataly,

L

uty

Awning. Any structure made of fledble fakvic or similer material covering & melal frame
attached to @ building, whether or not the same is o erectad o o pemit is heing raised to a
position flui againsi the buiiding wwhen not i use,

e
-

Awwning or Canopy Sig=. Sigr copy piaced on an awning or any other projecting structure
wade of flexible fobric or similar material covering a metal frame supported by the grosind or
sideswallk,

Banmer Sign. Any sign of vingl nylon relforced vinyl, polyethylene or polyester-ike
materias, durable fabric er similar material that is mounted fo & structure or @ building &% one
or move edges with we enclosing framework: o wikich a messagn or image is painted or otherwise
affixed, Flags ave not within this definition,

Billboard: See Outdoor Advertising Dispiay.

Changeable Copy Sign. A sign constructed or designed tn allow fer periodic changes of capy,
and for which the copy is changed noi more thar once each 24 hour period. Examples include
signs for an audiorium, theater, school, church, meeting hall, or simiar uses characterized I
public assembly and changing programs or events, or gas station prices. This definition does not
include animated signs or electronic signs.

Commercial Mascot. A person or animal, whether or voi cosizoned or decorated, intended to
serve or function as a-commercial advertising device, Includes “sign twirlers® “sign clotumns”,
“human sandwich boards”, and persons or animals holding or supporting eny sign or advertising
device displaying commercial speech or conveiing o commercial wmessage. This definition also
applies to rebotic devices intended to simulote a live parson and/or animal.

Commercial Message. A message on a sign, or portion of a sign, that promotes, Inforens, or
proposes a economic transaciion, primarily concerns the economiz interests of the sign spansor
andfor audience, or is intended to further discussion i the marketplace of goods and services.

Copy. Any lstiers, numersis, or symbels displayed on a sign joce comveying o meszage to the
public.

Digital Display. A method of displaging a visual image that usez iiguid crgsta! cells or other
types of light ensitting diodes (LED3) ar their functional equivalent ollow for the message or



image 1o be easly chonged, typically by remote control or computer pregramuring.  This
definition applies o signs displaying a serier of iill images.

Eiectronic Sign. A sign that i3 capabls of preseuting variable message displays by projecting
an electronically controlled pattern und which can be programmed to periodizally change the
riessege display. See also Digital Display,

Exempt Sign. A sige swhich may be legully displayed, erected or mainiained, but is not sudsfect
Iz @ zign permii requirement.

Externally Iluminated Sign. Ang sign that is 1t by o light smerce thai & ecernal ic the
sign directed tewards and shining on the face of the sign,

Face, That pertion of a sign upon which the copy is mounted or displayed.

Peather Bawnmer. A poriable sign consisting of a verticel hamner made of vinyl, nylon
reinforced vingl, polyeilylenz or polyester-fike materials, durable fabvic or similur marerial, the
Ionger dimension of which ¢ typically atiached to @ pole or vod the & dvives s the gronand,
supported by an individual stand or bracketed v a structure, Also colled o “bade sign,”
“surouper,” Flutier flag,” bow sign” or “teardrop” barmier. This definition includes funcsivnally
similar devices,

Flag. Any fabric or banmer containing distinctive colors, patterns, or design that displays the
symbol(s) of u natien, state, jocal governmment, company, organization, beligf system, iden, or
other meaning.

Freestanding Sign. A permanent sign that is self-supporting in a fixed location end not
attached to o building, It Includes monument signs, which are connected or attached 1o a siqn
structure, fence, ar wall that is not an integral part of o building, and pole signiz, which s
rourited on a pole(s) or other support(s} that Is placed on end anchored in fic growumnd er on €
base gnd that is independent from any building or other structure, Fresstunding signs ere of two
types: momument and pole. Flag poles are not within this definitfon.

Graffiti. Marks, such as inscriptions, drawings, or designs, which are placed, scraichod. erched,
pairded, or spraged on public or private property without the oumner’s consent.

[Numinated Sign. A sign with an artificial light source Insorporated internafly cr externally
Jor ti purpose of illuminating the sign. This includes signs made from neon or other gos tube(s)
that are bent to form letters, symbols, or other shapes. Ambient lighting, by fiself, does not make
a sign “Hlluminated.”

Inflateble Sign. A form of inflarable device that ircludes a commercial or noncommercial
message displayed, printsd, er painted on the surfuce of an inflatable background, and is
primarily installed outside a building.
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Master Sigm Program. A coordinated sign plan which includes details of all signs ot
including exempt or temporary signs) which are or will be placed on a site, inciuding masier
identification, individual business and diveciory signs.

Mobile Billboard. Any vehicle, or whesled convegance which carries, conveys, pulls,
displays, or transports any sigr: or Eillboard for the prisary purpres of advertising & commereial
or noncommercial messoge, or other general advertizing for hire.

Meonument Sign, Sce Freestanding Sign.

Moving Sign. A sign or any portion thereof that rotatss, meves, or appears to move in some
manrser by mechanical, electrical, natursi, or other means.

Mural. A swork of graphic axt on en exterior Iuilding well that may or may wol contain g
commercial logo or trademark but does not serve to advertive oy promote any business, product,
activily, service, iierest, or entertainment,

Name Plate, A sign that identifies an occupant and/or address,

Noncommercial Message. Amessage or image on a sign, or pertion of a sign, which displays
noncammerdal speech, £.g., commentary or advecacy on topics of public debaie and concern.
This definition shall be construed and interpreted in light of relevant cowri decisions,
Noncommerciol messages do not have a focation factor, such us on-site or off-site,

Non-Communizative Aspects. Thosz aspects of & sign that are not directly commumicative,
suck oy physicol structurs, mounting device, sizs and height, setback, fllumination, spacing, and
scale reiative te other structures,

Nonconforming Sign. A sign lawfully erected and legally existing on the effective date of
this Secrion, vr of amendments thereto, but which does not conform to the previsions of this
Chapier,

On-Site or On-Premise Sign. Any sign or portion thereof that identifies, advertises, or
atiracty attention ip & business, product, service, event or activity sold, existing er offered wpon
the same property ar land use g2 the sign. The off-sic/on-siie distinction applies enly o
commmercial messages,

Outdoor Advertising Display. A sign that identifies, advertises or attracts atientise {0 g
businzss, product, cervice, event or ectivity sold, existing or offered at a differert location or
whick identifies by brand name o service or product whick, although sold on the premises, does
not consiftute the principal item for sale on the premises. The off-site/on~slie distinction applies
orly o commmercial messages. This type of sign is alse known as a billboard,



Pennant, Ary lightweight plestic, febric, or other maierial, whether cr mot containing a
message cf any kind, aiiached e 8 rupe, wire, or string, usually in a series, dosigned to move in
the wind and aitract attention. Flags and banners are not witiiz thie Aefinition.

Pole Sign. Sec Freestanding Sign.

Portable Sigm. A moveble sign that is not constructed or dzsigned for the purpase of being
permanently attached to the grevnd or a builiing. The dafinition inciudes A-frame type signs,
feather banners, statisnary inflaiable signs displayed exul secured @i ground level, and other free
scanding temparary sigus made of malevials not suitable for or intended for permanest display,
effined to stakes or poles or similay supporting struchures that accostsodate the ability to offi
such free standing tempovery cigns in multipls locations,

Frofecting Sign. A single or double faced sign thet i perpendicular to the face of a building
and projects more than 18 incles from the fuce, This category includes awning and undar canopy
signs,

Frimary Building Face. The wail of o building which contains the priscipal entrance(s) to
the building. If there eve principal entrances ir more thar: one woll, tie longest of the wolls in
which principul entronces are located shall be the primary building fuce. "Primary niliing face”
sholl nclude rot only the wall liseif bui all doors, windows, or other openings therein ard
prejections therefron:

Resderboard. A sign structure or mouniing device on which at least o portion of the display

Jace may be used for changeable copy that is either non-commercial or commercizl, dectyenic or
manual.

Reofiime. The top edge of a wof er building parapet, whichever Is higher, excluding ey
cupolas, pytons, chimnsys, or minor projections,

Roof Sigm. Any sign located on a roof of @ building or laving its major structural supports
attached to a roof.

Sign. Any identificatios, description, Mlustration, or device illundnaied or non-ilkuminated,
wisdch iz visivle to the gemeral pubiic from any exterior public right-of-way, and direcis attention
t0 & product, sarvice, place, nctivity, person, Instimition, business or solicitatinn, including any
permanently instailed or situated merchandise; or any embiem, painting, banner, pennant, or
placard designed iv advertise, identify, or convey information. A display, device, or thing need
not contein letiering to be a sign, Notwithstanding the generality of the foregoing, the following
are got within this definition:

Hi Architeciural features. Decorative or architectural features of bulldings (not including
iettering, trademarks or moving purts), thut do not perform a commumicative function;



B. Fireworks, etc. The legal use of fireworks, cendles and artificial lighting sot ctherurise
regulnted by this Code;

C. Foundalien stoues, corzersiones;

D. Greve markers, grave stones, headstones, mausoleums, shrines, ani sther merkers of ihe
deceased;

E Personal Appearance, Jtems or devices of personal epperel, decoration or appecrunice,

including totieos, makeug, wigs, cosimes, cnd masks, but et including commercigl
mascets or hand-held signs; and

Fy Symbols Embeidded in Architeciure. Sgusbols of noncommercial organizations or
conicepls inchuling, bt wot Emized io, religious er political symbols, when such are
permanently integraled into the structure of a permanent building, including stained
glass windows on churches, carved or bas ralisf docrs or walls, bells, and rellgious
Flafuarg.

Sign Area. The arec containzd within e singlz contimious perimeier enclosing afl parts of such
sign copy, excluding any structiral elements outside the limits of the sign required to support the
sigiz,

Sign Face. An exterior displey surface of a sign, including non-siructural trim, ecclusive of the
supporting structure. It includes the area of a sign which te aveflable for mounting end public
display of the visually communizative image.

Temporary Sign. A structure or device used for the public disploy of visual mescages or
images, which is typically made of lightweight or flimsy materials wikdch is not intended for or
suzitalle for long term or permanent display,

Vehicle Displag Sign. A sign mountzd, artached, affived, or printed upon any surface of a
motor vehicls, traiier, or similar conveyance paried or public or private property for the purp-
ose of general gdvertishuy for hire,

Wall Sign. Any sign aitached to, erected against ov puinted upon the wall of a Pudlilivg or
structure, the face of uwidch is in ¢ sitgle plane peraliel to the plane of the wall. Wall signs also
includz signs on ¢ false or mansard rogf.

Window Sign. Any structure, device or substance device used for the public display of visual
messages or images and offived o cither side of an exterior window of ¢ building, or in the
interior of the bullding, within twe feel of @ windosw, interded to be viewed from the exterior of
such building, whick is not intendad for or suitable for long term or permanent display. Window
displays placed beiiind a window that are preseniations of merchandise provided by the
esiablishment witk associated artwork: and features are not conshilsred signs.



