
 

 

CITY OF VISALIA 
HISTORIC PRESERVATION ADVISORY COMMITTEE 

Wednesday, November 9, 2022, at 5:30PM 
 

CHAIR: Walter Deissler  VICE-CHAIR: Tyler Davis 
 

COMMITTEE MEMBERS: 
Patty Kane, Michael Kreps, Jay Hohlbauch, Jordan Mulrooney 

 

City of Visalia Administration Building 
220 N. Santa Fe Street, Visalia CA 

 

AGENDA 
 

A. Citizen’s Comments 

B. Meeting Minutes 

1. October 26, 2022, Regular Meeting 

C. Project Reviews:  

1. HPAC No. 2022-24: A request by Chad Bye to install new fencing and signage on a site 
within the R-1-5 (Single Family Residential, 5,000 sq. ft. minimum site area) Zone. The 
project site is located at 729 North Floral Street (APN: 094-011-003). 

D. Discussion Items 

1. Local Register of Historic Structures – Review of Architectural Descriptors 

2. Goals Discussion  

3. Committee and Staff Comments 

a. Project Updates 

4. Next HPAC Meeting: December 14, 2022 

5. Identification of Items for Future Agendas 

E. Adjournment  

In compliance with the Americans Disabilities Act, if you need special assistance to participate in meetings call 
(559) 713-4443 (Staff Representative) 48-hours in advance of the meeting. For Hearing Impaired – Call (559) 
713-4900 (TTY) 48-hours in advance of the scheduled meeting time to request signing services. Visually Impaired 
- If enlarged print or a Braille copy is desired, please request in advance of the meeting and services will be 
provided as possible after the meeting. City Staff to the Committee is Cristobal Carrillo, Associate Planner, 559-
713-4443, cristobal.carrillo@visalia.city. 

 

Éste Aviso es para informarle que habra una audiencia para el público ante el Comité de Preservación Histórica 
de la Ciudad de Visalia. Para más información, o para dar comentario público respecto a esta solicitud, por favor 
llame Cristobal Carrillo, Associate Planner, al numero (559) 713-4443 o cristobal.carrillo@visalia.city. 
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Additional information about the Historic Preservation Advisory Committee may be found by contacting Cristobal 
Carrillo, Associate Planner at 559-713-4443, or emailing cristobal.carrillo@visalia.city. 
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CITY OF VISALIA 
HISTORIC PRESERVATION ADVISORY COMMITTEE 

Wednesday, October 26, 2022, at 5:30PM 
 

CHAIR: Walter Deissler  VICE-CHAIR: Tyler Davis 
 

COMMITTEE MEMBERS: 
Patty Kane, Michael Kreps, Jay Hohlbauch, Jordan Mulrooney 

 

MEMBERS OF THE PUBLIC: Karen Ayala, Armando Murrieta, Larry Lewis, Jace Yates, 
Manuel Esparza 

CITY STAFF: Cristobal Carrillo, Associate Planner 
 

City of Visalia Administration Building 
220 N. Santa Fe Street, Visalia CA 

 

AGENDA 
 

A. Citizen’s Comments 

None. 

B. Meeting Minutes 

1. September 28, 2022, Regular Meeting 

A motion was made by Kane, seconded by Hohlbauch, to approve the meeting 
minutes for September 28, 2022. The motion was approved 6-0. 

C. Project Reviews:  

1. HPAC No. 2022-21: A request by Larry Lewis for a Conditional Use Permit to establish 
a medical spa, add a 120 square foot lounge to an existing building, and remove and 
relocate a ramp, located within the O-C (Office Conversion) Zone. The project site is 
located at 523 West Noble Avenue (APN: 096-142-017). 

Staff presented its report and recommended that HPAC approve the exterior alterations 
and recommend approval of the Conditional Use Permit to the Visalia Planning 
Commission. Public comment in favor of the proposal was received from Larry Lewis, 
project consultant. Discussion followed regarding the windows., with Lewis stating that 
the applicant would be placing new windows and would try to reuse the original windows 
if possible. Lewis also stated that concrete steps would be placed in front of the porch. 
A motion was then made by Hohlbauch, seconded by Kane, to approve the exterior 
alterations and recommend approval of the Conditional Use Permit to the Visalia 
Planning Commission. The motion passed 6-0. 

 

All members present. 



 

 

2. HPAC No. 2022-20: A request by Jace Yates to add fascia board and gutters to an 
office and detached garage located within the D-MU (Downtown Mixed Use) Zone. 
The project site is located at 603 North Court Street (APN: 094-014-005). 

Staff presented its report and recommended that HPAC approve the exterior alterations 
as modified and conditioned by staff. Public comment in favor of the proposal was 
received from property owner Jace Yates and contractor Manuel Esparza. Yates stated 
he was not aware of the historic designation, and that repairs were conducted due to 
the deteriorating condition of the existing gutters and rafter tails. Esparza stated that he 
had received conflicting information from City staff. Staff stated that information had 
been provided to the contractor, but that research would need to be conducted to 
determine times in which contact was made. Discussion followed regarding the 
significance of the exposed rafter tails and possible repair options. Hohlbauch also noted 
that the tips of the gable/barge board fascia had also been altered and would need to 
be repaired. A motion was then made by Hohlbauch, seconded by Kane, to approve the 
proposal, with modifications requiring: 

• Removal of all newly placed fascia board on the office and detached garage; 

• Installation of gutters in all original locations; and 

• Restoration of all altered barge fascia tips to their original appearance on both 
structures.  

The motion passed 6-0. 

3. HPAC No. 2022-23: A request by Walter Deissler to perform exterior alterations to an 
office building within the D-MU (Downtown Mixed Use) Zone. The project site is located 
at 512 North Court Street (APN: 094-261-023). 

Deissler recused himself from the hearing given his involvement with the project. The 
hearing item was led by Davis. 

Staff presented its report and recommended the HPAC approve the exterior alterations. 
Public comment in favor of the proposal was received from Deissler, project consultant. 
Discussion followed. A motion was then made by Kane, seconded by Mulrooney, to 
approve the exterior alterations as proposed. The motion passed 4-1-1 (Kreps voting 
no, Deissler recused). 

Following completion of the hearing Deissler returned to participate as Chair of the 
Committee. 

4. HPAC No. 2022-22: A request by Araceli Rapalo to perform exterior alterations to a 
single-family residence within the O-C (Office Conversion) Zone. The project site is 
located at 507 N. Encina Street (APN: 094-353-007). 

Staff presented its report and recommended the HPAC approve the exterior alterations. 
The project applicant was not present. Discussion followed regarding whether the siding 
on the entire wall in which the original sliding glass door was located should be resided, 
to match the southern wall of the room. Following discussion, Davis recused himself 
from voting on the item as he lives within 300 feet of the project site. A motion was then 
made by Kreps, seconded by Hohlbauch, to approve the exterior alterations, with 
modifications requiring residing of the entire wall on which the sliding glass door was 
located, to match the southern wall of the room. The motion passed 5-0-1 (Davis 
recused). 



 

 

D. Discussion Items 

1. Review of Architectural Style Guide  

Staff and Davis presented the revised Architectural Style Guide for official review and 
approval by the Committee. Members recommended adding an index page and page 
numbers for ease of use. Following discussion a motion made by Kreps, seconded by 
Kane, to approve the style guide with the requested modifications. The motion passed 
6-0. 

2. Goals Discussion  

None. 

3. Committee and Staff Comments 

a. Project Updates 

Staff provided updates on the following: 

• An administrative approval of a garage conversion to an Accessory 
Dwelling Unit at 506 W. Goshen Avenue; 

• Applications received to fill the HPAC vacancy, as well as the extended 
deadline to apply (November 15, 2022); 

• Alley issues at 810 N. Highland Avenue; 

• Unpermitted window changeout at 212 W. Race Avenue; 

• Unpermitted exterior alterations at 311 W. Murray Avenue; 

• Sidewalk repair at the intersection of Encina Street and Murray Avenue; 

• Recognition of former HPAC member Marilyn Mitchell; 

• An Update on the tower at St. Mary’s Catholic Church, 608 N. Church 
Street; 

• The theft of a Historic District street sign at the intersection of Murray 
Street and West Street; 

• Removal of the unpermitted storage building at 821 S. Church Street 

• Upcoming projects at 513 N. Encina Street and 904 W. Main Street. 

Staff also discussed whether the 2nd HPAC meetings in November and December 
should be held at their regular times, or if they should be cancelled due to their 
proximity to the holidays. The Committee agreed to cancel the two meetings, with 
the last two meetings of 2022 occurring November 9, 2022, and December 14, 
2022.  

4. Identification of Items for Future Agendas 

None. 

E. Adjournment  

A motion was made by Kreps, seconded by Kane, to adjourn the meeting. The motion passed 
6-0. The meeting adjourned at approximately 6:52 p.m. 

In compliance with the Americans Disabilities Act, if you need special assistance to participate in meetings call 
(559) 713-4443 (Staff Representative) 48-hours in advance of the meeting. For Hearing Impaired – Call (559) 
713-4900 (TTY) 48-hours in advance of the scheduled meeting time to request signing services. Visually Impaired 
- If enlarged print or a Braille copy is desired, please request in advance of the meeting and services will be 



 

 

provided as possible after the meeting. City Staff to the Committee is Cristobal Carrillo, Associate Planner, 559-
713-4443, cristobal.carrillo@visalia.city. 

 

Éste Aviso es para informarle que habra una audiencia para el público ante el Comité de Preservación Histórica 
de la Ciudad de Visalia. Para más información, o para dar comentario público respecto a esta solicitud, por favor 
llame Cristobal Carrillo, Associate Planner, al numero (559) 713-4443 o cristobal.carrillo@visalia.city. 

 

Additional information about the Historic Preservation Advisory Committee may be found by contacting Cristobal 
Carrillo, Associate Planner at 559-713-4443, or emailing cristobal.carrillo@visalia.city. 
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HPAC Item No. 2022-24 – New Fencing, Signage 

 
 

REPORT TO THE CITY OF VISALIA 

HISTORIC PRESERVATION ADVISORY COMMITTEE 
 
HEARING DATE:  November 9, 2022 

 
PROJECT PLANNER: Cristobal Carrillo, Associate Planner 
 Phone: (559) 713-4443 
 E-mail: cristobal.carrillo@visalia.city 

 
SUBJECT: Historic Preservation Advisory Committee Item No. 2022-24: A request by 

Chad Bye to install new fencing and signage on a site within the R-1-5 (Single 
Family Residential, 5,000 sq. ft. minimum site area) Zone. The project site is 
located at 729 North Floral Street (APN: 094-011-003). 

STAFF RECOMMENDATION 

Staff recommends that the Historic Preservation Advisory Committee (HPAC) approve HPAC 
Item No. 2022-24 as described in the findings and conditions of this report.  

SITE DATA 

The site is zoned R-1-5 (Single Family Residential, 5,000 sq. ft. minimum site area) and 
contains the 10-unit “City Alcove” multifamily residential complex. Carport and storage 
structures are also located in the eastern portion of the project site. 

The project site is located within the Historic District and is not listed on the Local Register of 
Historic Structures. 

PROJECT DESCRIPTION 

The applicant is requesting approval to install the following improvements to the project site: 

1. Installation of four-foot-tall powder coat black wrought iron fencing within the 15-foot 
front yard setback, along the eastern property boundary. Per the site plan in Exhibit “A”, 
the fencing will then turn westward towards the multifamily complex; 

2. Installation of six-foot-tall powder coat black wrought iron fencing with a rolling gate, 
located at the eastern terminus of the two carports; and 

mailto:cristobal.carrillo@visalia.city
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3. Installation of an approximately eight square foot “City Alcove” wall sign, identifying the 
name of the multifamily complex (See Exhibit “C”). 

The signage has already been placed onsite. No other improvements have been made at this 
time. The applicant proposes placement of fencing to deter trespassing onsite and increase 
security for tenants.  

DISCUSSION 

Development Standards  

Fencing – The proposed 
locations and heights of the 
iron fencing comply with 
standards for the R-1-5 Zone 
(i.e., no taller than four feet 
within the front yard setback, 
no taller than 7 feet outside 
the front yard setback). 
Placement of the fencing and 
heights shall be verified 
during Building Permit review 
to ensure compliance with 
development standards. 

Signage – Because the proposed signage will 
be placed on the wall of an existing building, 
there are no setback or height issues of note.  

Landscaping – Though the applicant proposes 
placement of a sidewalk within the front yard 
setback of the project site, new minimum 
landscape requirements (VMC Sec. 
17.56.050.C.8) will not be affected as the 
applicant has landscaped more than 50% of the 
front yard area with plantings and decorative 
rock.  

Signage Standards 

Within the R-1-5 Zone, “permanent non-
commercial signage” is permitted with approval 
of a Building Permit, subject to a requirement 
that signage not exceed eight square feet in 
size. Per the information provided in the 
Operational Statement (see Exhibit “E”) the 
signage will be approximately eight square feet 
in size, thereby meeting the size requirements 
of the Sign Ordinance. Compliance with size requirements shall be verified during Building 
Permit review for the sign. Please note that address numbers themselves are an exempt form 
of signage (VMC Sec. 17.48.030.A) and do not count towards the eight square feet of allowable 
wall signage.  

Architectural Compatibility 

Fencing – The revised Historic Preservation Ordinance provides the HPAC with criteria with 
which to evaluate fencing proposals in the Historic District. Specifically, VMC Sec. 17.56.120.C 

Existing 

Landscaping 
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emphasizes that “Proposals for new fencing or walls should be compatible with the character 
and architectural elements of the historic structure onsite and its period of original construction.”  

The original age of the structure 
onsite is unknown, though the 
building was present during the 
original survey of the Historic 
District in the late 1970’s. The iron 
fencing proposed in Exhibit “B” is 
considered compatible with the 
structure, given it’s contemporary 
and unadorned aesthetic. The 
fencing proposed also matches 
existing ironwork near the 
staircase of the building, and is 
listed as an appropriate material 
(i.e., wrought iron) within the 
Historic Preservation Ordinance. 
Lastly, the proposed fencing is 
similar in style to other fencings 
along the streetscape, specifically 
on the property immediately 
south of the project site, and on 
another multifamily complex 
located at 718 North Floral Street 
(fencing previously reviewed via 
HPAC No. 2020-01 on April 8, 
2020).  

Signage – VMC Sec. 
17.56.050.C.4 permits HPAC 
review of signage in the Historic 
District, with review limited to a 
signs design and/or materials.  

The design and materials of the proposed sign are more akin to what is typically applied to art 
deco style structures. However, when matched with the straight lines and minimal 
ornamentation of the multifamily complex, the signage works well with the overall aesthetic of 
the property. Given that the sign is also setback approximately 70 feet from the face of curb, it 
will not feature prominently on the streetscape. As such, the signage is considered compatible 
with the structure, streetscape, and Historic District as a whole.  

FINDINGS AND CONDITIONS 

Staff recommends that the Committee approve HPAC Item No. 2022-24 based upon the 
following findings: 

1. That the site is within the Historic District and is not listed on the Local Register of 
Historic Structures. 

2. That the proposal is consistent with residential uses in the Historic District. 

3. That the proposal is consistent with the purposes and intent of the Historic 
Preservation Ordinance and Element.   

4. That the proposal will not be injurious to the surrounding properties or character of the 
Historic District. 

Proposed 

Fencing 

Existing Onsite 

Fencing 



HPAC Item No. 2022-24 – New Fencing, Signage 

And subject to the following conditions:  

1. That the proposal shall be developed in compliance with the site plan in Exhibit “A”, 
elevations in Exhibits “B” and “C”, and operational statement in Exhibit “E”.  

2. That the development shall comply with all requirements of Site Plan Review No. 2021-
198. 

3. That the project shall undergo the appropriate City permitting process. 

4. That any other exterior alterations to the site shall be brought before this Committee for 
review and approval prior to the issuance of any building permits and/or their installation 
or construction. 

5. That all other City codes, ordinances, standards, and regulations shall be met. 
 
ATTACHMENTS 

• Exhibit “A” – Site Plan 

• Exhibit “B” – Proposed Fencing 

• Exhibit “C” – Proposed Signage 

• Exhibit “D” – Building Elevations 

• Exhibit “E” – Operational Statement 

• Site Plan Review No. 2021-198 Comments 

• Aerial Map 

• Historic District and Local Register Map 
 
 

APPEAL INFORMATION 

According to the City of Visalia Zoning Ordinance Section 17.56.060, an appeal to the City Council may be 
submitted within ten days following the date of a decision by the Historic Preservation Advisory Committee 
(HPAC). An appeal shall be in writing and shall be filed with the City Clerk at 220 N. Santa Fe Street. The 
appeal shall specify errors or abuses of discretion by the HPAC, or decisions not supported by the evidence 
in the record. The appeal form can be found on the city’s website www.visalia.city or from the City Clerk. 
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  EXHIBIT “A” 
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EXHIBIT “B” 
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EXHIBIT “C” 
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EXHIBIT “D” 
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EXHIBIT “E” 
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AERIAL MAP 
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HISTORIC DISTRICT AND LOCAL REGISTER MAP 
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