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Steve Nelsen 
Mayor 

Warren Gubler 
Vice Mayor 

Mike Olmos 
City Manager 

Bob Link 
Council Member 

Greg Collins 
Council Member 

Amy Shuklian 
Council Member 
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Headquarters 
303 South Johnson Street 

District 1 
204 NW Third Street 

District 2 
4100 South County Center 
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Jason Salazar 
Chief of Police  

 
 

The Visalia Police Department’s Honor Guard Unit is featured on the cover of this year’s annual report  
in representation of all of the officers who were killed in the line of duty  during  2016.  
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Visalia Police Department staff pose for a photo at Mooney Grove Park.  

 
 

The Visalia Police Department is honored to serve the community  
through enforcement, community engagement, resources, and remembrance.  
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L-R: Captain Rick Haskill, Chief Jason Salazar, Captain Perry Phipps, and  

 Senior Administrative Assistant Carina Mello.  
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Rick Haskill 

Captain  

 

Captain Haskill looks on as he is honored during his 
retirement luncheon held at the Visalia Convention Center.  

 
Chief Salazar and Captain Haskill shake hands after Captain Haskill is 

presented with his retirement badge.  

 
Captain Haskill receives a standing ovation  from guests during his retirement celebration.  
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Perry Phipps 
Captain 

 

Captain Phipps  thanks the audience for their 
support during his retirement celebration.  

 

Members of the VPD Honor Guard present colors during the  
retirement celebration held for Captain Perry Phipps.   

 

Captain Phipps and his spouse look on as Chief Salazar congratulates 
Captain Phipps on his retirement.  



 

 

 

Jim Carr 
Sergeant 

 

Sharon Billups 
Communications Operator 

 

Jeff Gilbert 
Police Officer 
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Darlene Friend 
Communications Supervisor 

 

Dan Ford  
Sergeant 

 

Bill Diltz 
Sergeant 

 

Sergeant Ford is pinned by his spouse 
during the promotional ceremony.  

 
Sergeant Diltz is pinned by his son.  
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Nate Flaws 
Agent  

 
 

Lieutenant Epp looks on as he is pinned by his spouse.  

 

Ron Epp 
Lieutenant  

 

Gerrit DeJong 
Agent  



 

 

 

Steve Phillips  
Captain  

 

 

Captain Phillips is pinned by his son during 
his badge pinning ceremony.  

 

 

Captain Phillips poses with his family after his badge pinning ceremony.  
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Lieutenant Abbott is pinned by his son during 
his badge pinning ceremony.  
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Brent Abbott  
Lieutenant 

 
 

Luma Fahoum 
Lieutenant 

 
 

Lieutenant Fahoum poses with 
her sister after being pinned.  



 

 

 

Brian Winter 
Captain  

 

 

Captain Winter is pinned by his father during his                   
badge pinning ceremony.  

 

 

Captain Winter poses with his family after his badge pinning ceremony.   
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Shane Logan 
Officer of the Year  

 
 

Alaina Pena 
Communications Operator of the Year  

 
 

Shawna Kneeland 
Professional Staff Employee of the Year  

 
 

Mary Guillen  
Records Employee of the Year  

 
 

Phil Cox 
Volunteer of the Year  
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Kevin Kroeze 
Sergeant  

 
 

Curtis Brown 
Sergeant  

 
 

Chief Salazar looks on as Communications Supervisor Darlene Friend accepts the award for 
Communications Operator of the Year, Alaina Pena.  

 
 

Alaina Pena 
Communications Operator 
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The Visalia Police Department Explorer Post placed Third Overall  in the Tulare County Explorer Competition.  

 
 

Julie Peterson 
Officer  

 
 

Mike Lombardo  
Officer 
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Officer Shane Logan (left) &  Captain Rick Haskill (right)  
pose for a photo.  

 
 

Captain Haskill addresses the crowd during the  
Knights of Columbus Public Safety Night event.  

 
 

L-R: Chief  Jason Salazar, Detective Celestina Sanchez,  Support Services Manager 
Veronica McDermott, & Captain Perry Phipps.  

 

Celestina Sanchez 
Detective  
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Pictured L-R: Chief Jason Salazar, Officer Samantha Gonzales, Officer Thomas Higgins,  
Officer Amerie Norman, Officer AJ Ferguson, & Captain Rick Haskill. 

 
 

Members of the Visalia Police Department’s K9 Unit competed in the 31st Annual Sierra K9 Trials.  
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Andrew Swarthout  
Detective 

 
 

Osvaldo Dominguez 
Lieutenant 

 
 

Lieutenant Dominguez poses with members of  his  SMIP class. 

 
 

Tulare Kings Hispanic Chamber of Commerce Board Members pose for a photo with 
members of the  Visalia Police Department’s Executive Staff.  
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L-R: Sergeant Greg Byerlee, Sergeant Chris McLain, Captain Perry Phipps, Lieutenant Brent Abbott, Captain Steve Phillips,                        
Sergeant Gary Williams , & Sergeant Brent Miller were all recognized for 20 years or more of service to the City of Visalia.  

 Not pictured, Community Service Officer Paul Chao.  

 
 

City Manager Mike Olmos thanks employees for their service during the   
City of Visalia’s Employee Service Awards.  
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Chief Jason Salazar addresses the crowd during the groundbreaking ceremony for the VECC.  
Also pictured are Mayor Steven Nelsen, Fire Chief Doug McBee, and City Manager Mike Olmos.  

 
Pictured L-R: City Manager Mike Olmos, Vice Mayor Warren Gubler, Mayor Steve Nelsen, Chief Jason Salazar, 

 Councilman Bob Link &  Fire Chief Doug McBee participate in the groundbreaking ceremony.  
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Officer Mike Short (left) and Officer Daniel Gonzales 
(center)  also  present medals to participants.  

 
 

Sergeant Chris McLain (right) presents a medal to one of 
the American Cancer Society’s Relay for Life participants.  

 
 

L-R: Officer Art Villarreal, Officer Ryan Park, Officer Shane Logan,                        
Officer Robert Gilson, and Officer Samantha Gonzales.  

 
 

Officer Art Villarreal throws the first pitch during the  
Visalia Rawhide Public Safety Recognition event held on September 11th.  

https://www.facebook.com/TheRawhide/
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VPD military veterans pose for a photo during the Veteran’s Day Parade.  

 
Officer Scott Nelson poses for a photo with the Grinch.  

 

The Candy Cane Lane Parade is held on Main Street.  
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PAL Officer Art Villarreal poses  

with the Easter Bunny.  

 

Chief Jason Salazar interacts with youth who 
attended the PAL Easter Egg Hunt.  

 

Senior Office Assistant Kris Lara (left ) & Retired Lieutenant Michelle Figueroa (right) 
volunteered their efforts to assist with Habitat for Humanity’s “National Women Build Week”.  

 

 

 

Officers Mike Verissimo (left) and Jacob Sorensen (right)   
pose with youth during National Night Out.  

 

Officer Mike Carsten and his partner, Bronson,  
pose for a photo during National Night Out.  
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Officer Samantha Valenzuela   
interacts with citizens.  

 

Community Services Officer Desiree Gillioun  is pictured 
interacting with a citizen during a Coffee With A Cop event.  

 

Lieutenant Osvaldo Dominguez & Chief  Jason Salazar  
answer questions  during a Coffee With a Cop event.   

 

Parking Enforcement Officer Garrett Robertshaw 
& Officer Jason Dewitt pose  for a photo. 

 

Captain Steve Phillips poses for a  
photo with a citizen.  

 

Officer James Andrews  listens to concerns 
from a citizen.  
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Back row, L-R: Officer Jason DeWitt,  Officer Bernie Villegas,             
Officer AJ Ferguson, and Sergeant Paul Esquibel,. Front row,    L-R: 

Lieutenant Osvaldo Dominguez and Captain Perry Phipps.  
 
 

Flags displayed in honor of fallen officers at the  
2016 California Peace Officers’ Memorial.  

https://www.odmp.org/officer/22751-deputy-sheriff-scott-ballantyne
https://www.odmp.org/officer/22803-officer-nathan-taylor
https://www.odmp.org/officer/22872-police-officer-michael-jason-katherman
https://www.odmp.org/officer/22915-police-officer-jonathan-m-deguzman
https://www.odmp.org/officer/22987-sergeant-steve-owen
https://www.odmp.org/officer/22990-police-officer-lesley-zerebny
https://www.odmp.org/officer/22991-police-officer-jose-gilbert-vega
https://www.odmp.org/officer/22998-deputy-sheriff-jack-hopkins
https://www.odmp.org/officer/22999-sergeant-alfonso-lopez
https://www.odmp.org/officer/23012-sergeant-rod-lucas
https://www.odmp.org/officer/23025-deputy-sheriff-dennis-wallace
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Members of the Visalia Police Department attended the Tulare County Peace Officers’ Memorial held on May 4th.  

 

Officers stand in formation during the memorial.  

 
 

Honor Guard members fold the United States flag during the ceremony.  

 

 

 

Charles Garrison  

Sergeant 

EOW:  11/06/48 

 

 

 

 

James Rapozo  

Officer 

EOW: 01/09/98 
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Candido Alvarez 
Lieutenant, District 1 Commander 

 

Osvaldo Dominguez 
Lieutenant, District 2 Commander 

 

Amy Watkins 
Lieutenant 

 

Ron Epp  
Lieutenant 

 

Rick Haskill  
Captain  



 

 

O 

P 

E 

R 

A 

T 

I 

O 

N 

S 

 

D 

I 

V 

I 

S 

I 

O 

N 

- 

P 

A 

T 

R 

O 

L 

 

B 

U 

R 

E 

A 

U 

 

Officer  Jason Dewitt (right)  works jointly  
with downtown security officers.  

Officer  Brian Young , who patrols the Mooney Boulevard 
area, interacts regularly with Target employees.  

 

Ray Castro 
Community Service Officer  

 

Desiree Gillioun 
Community Service Officer  

 

Paul Chao 
  Community Service Officer  

 

Officer  Dale Rush  (right)  is assigned to 
the Dinuba Boulevard business area.   

 
 

Heidi Voss  
Duty Officer  
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2016  

TRAFFIC UNIT  

STATISTICS  

 

CITATIONS 

9,192 

 

 COLLISIONS 
 

1,280 

 

FATALITIES 

14 

 
Pictured L-R: Parking Enforcement Officers Garrett Robertshaw and Christopher Fuentes.    

Not  pictured is Parking Enforcement Officer Michelle Lopez.  

2016  

PARKING ENFORCEMENT  

STATISTICS  

 

CITATIONS  

7,017 

 

The California Highway Patrol  presented  VPD with the  “2016 Third Place” California Law Enforcement 
Challenge Award on September 19th.  The award is sponsored by the CHP in partnership with the 

California Office of Traffic Safety and the California Office of Alcohol Beverage  Control.  

 
Pictured L-R: Officer Joe Paddock, Officer Scott Nelson, Officer Andrew Souza, Officer Bill Hansen, Officer Jeff Wheeler,  

Officer Bernie Villegas, Officer Robert Gilson, Officer Adam Aguallo, Sergeant James Andrews, and Lieutenant Osvaldo Dominguez.  
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2016 

 K9  UNIT 

STATISTICS  
 

UTILIZATIONS 

205 
 

  COMMUNITY  

DEMONSTRATIONS 

24 

 
Members of the Visalia Police Department’s  SWAT Team pose for a photo.  

 

Ami 
Belgian Malinois 

 

Handler: 
Officer Ryan Lasalde  

 

Xero 
Belgian Malinois 

 

Handler: 
Officer Daniel Roberts  

 

Flic 
Dutch Shepherd 

 

Handler: 
Officer Ryan Park   

 

Bronson  
Belgian Malinois 

 

Handler: 
Officer Mike Carsten  
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2016  

HONOR GUARD UNIT 

STATISTICS  
 

 

CEREMONIES 

14 

  

FUNERALS 

12 

 

TRAINING SESSIONS 

4 

 
Members of the Visalia Police Department’s Honor Guard pose for a photo.  

 
Tulare County Consolidated Bomb Squad 

2016  

BOMB SQUAD  

STATISTICS  
 

 

CALL-OUTS 

15 

  

PRESENTATIONS 

6 
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2016 

VIPS UNIT  

STATISTICS  

 

HOURS DONATED 
 

11,302 

 

2016  

EXPLORER POST  

STATISTICS  

 

COMPETITIONS 

3 

 

COMMUNITY  

SERVICE HOURS 

1,293 

 

 

 

 

 

  
 

 

 

  

 

 

L-R: Victoria Armstrong, Debbie Beringer, Marica Martin, Gloria Montemagni,  Karlabeth Ortiz, & Robert Pirie  
became official VIPS members in 2016.  

 
VPD Explorer Post 

 
VPD Explorers Mackenzie Costa (left) and Jenessa Sanchez  (right).  
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2016 

NARCOTICS UNIT 

STATISTICS  

 

TOTAL ARRESTS MADE 

146 
 

SEARCH WARRANTS SERVED 

114 
 

ITEMS SEIZED  
 

 

2, 304.43 Lbs. of Marijuana  

40.04 Lbs. Other Narcotics 

53 Firearms  

$201,908 in Assets 

2016 

SPECIAL ENFORCEMENT  UNIT 

STATISTICS  

 

TOTAL ARRESTS MADE 

342 (309 Gang Related) 
 

FIELD INTERVIEWS CONDUCTED 

222 
 

GANG RELATED HOMICIDES 

5 
 

GANG RELATED ASSAULTS 

31 
 

SHOOTINGS AT INHABITED 

DWELLINGS 

11 
 

FIREARMS SEIZED 

69 

 

2016 

TARGET 

STATISTICS  

 

TOTAL ARRESTS MADE 

85 
 

SEARCH WARRANTS SERVED 

29 

 

ITEMS SEIZED  
 

 

24.2 Lbs. of Narcotics 

20 Firearms  

$40,000 in Assets 

 

Narcotics Canine, Ami, is pictured here with 
items seized with her assistance.   
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Veronica McDermott  
Support Services Manager  

 

Perry Phipps 
Captain  

 

Members of the Visalia Police Department attended various training sessions during the implementation of  the Department’s new   
Computer Aided Dispatch and Records Management Systems.  

 

Several  trainings were held during  the implementation of the Department’s new CAD/RMS systems.  



 

 

O 

P 

E 

R 

A 

T 

I 

O 

N 

S 

 

S 

U 

P 

P 

O 

R 

T 

 

D 

I 

V 

I 

S 

I 

O 

N 

- 

I 

N 

V 

E 

S 

T 

I 

G 

A 

T 

I 

O 

N 

S 

 

B 

U 

R 

E 

A 

U 

 

 
 

Members of the Violent Crimes Unit pose for a photo at the Tulare County Superior Courthouse.  

 

 
Visalia Police Officers escort Suspect Benavente 

back to Visalia.  

2016  

VIOLENT CRIMES UNIT  

STATISTICS  

 

CASES INVESTIGATED 

1,407 

  

ARRESTS MADE  

132 

 

HOMICIDES 

10 

.  
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2016 

TRATT  

STATISTICS  

 

ARRESTS 

143 

 

VEHICLES STOLEN 

670 

 

VEHICLES RECOVERED 

566 

 

MOST STOLEN VEHICLES 

HONDA ACCORD 

HONDA CIVIC 

2016 

PROPERTY CRIMES  UNIT 

STATISTICS  

 

CASES INVESTIGATED 

682 
 

ARRESTS MADE 

332  
 

SEARCH WARRANTS 

49 
 

PROPERTY/ 

CASH RECOVERED 
 

$223,883 

 

Pictured L-R:  Detective Jared Hughes, Detective Jason Tejada, Detective  Blake McEwen, Sergeant Mark Feller,  
Detective  Jeff Dowling, Detective Jason Feierbach, & Detective Sean O’Rafferty. 
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2016 

YOUTH SERVICES UNIT  

STATISTICS  

 

CASES INVESTIGATED 

575 
 

ARRESTS MADE 

197 
 

MENTORING/COUNSELING 

OPPORTUNITIES 

1,283 

 

Members of the Visalia Police Department’s Youth Services Unit pose for a photo  
in front of the Visalia Unified School District Office.   

 

2016  

PAL UNIT  

STATISTICS  

 

YOUTH SERVED 

1,515 

 

FIELD TRIPS/OUTINGS 

15 

 
PAL youth enjoying the view during Honor Camp.  

 

 

Officer Mike Morgantini & Officer Steve Howerton help youth 
select a coat during the  2016 PAL Coat Giveaway. 
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Members of the Visalia Police Department’s Crime Lab and Property & Evidence Unit  pose for a group photo.  

 

2016  

CRIME LAB  

STATISTICS  
 

 

TOTAL ASSIGNMENTS 

450 

(Field call-outs, cell phone 

forensic analyses, lab                

requests)  

 

AUTOPSIES 

19 

2016 

 PROPERTY & EVIDENCE UNIT  

STATISTICS  
 

 

EVIDENCE SEIZED  

11,373  

(Incoming Items) 

 

8,200  

(Outgoing Items) 

 
Identification Technician Laura Lathrop analyzes 

fingerprints collected at  a crime scene.  
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2016 

RECORDS UNIT 

STATISTICS  
 

 

REPORTS PROCESSED 

17,548  

 

CITIZENS ASSISTED 

16,696 

2016 

COMMUNICATIONS UNIT  

STATISTICS  

 

TOTAL CALLS FOR SERVICE 

167,573  

(excluding 9-1-1 calls) 

 

POLICE CFS 

144,489  

 

FIRE CFS 

15,362  

 

ANIMAL CONTROL CFS 

7,722  

 

9-1-1 CFS 

89,619  

 
Members of the Visalia  Police Department’s Records Unit pose for a photo.  

 
Communications Operator Amy Park is one of  the  

28 members of the Communications Unit.  



 

 

 

2016 

COURT & SUBPOENA  

SERVICES UNIT 

STATISTICS  
 

 

SUBPOENAS SERVED 

5,616 

 

ADULT PACKAGES  

PROCESSED 

4,784 

 

JUVENILE PACKAGES  

PROCESSED 

498 
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L-R: Police Systems Analyst Robin Meyst, Hourly Crime Analysis Technician Ruth Day,  
and Crime Analysis Technician Jessica Yunt.  

 

L-R: Judy Morgan-Ronding , DA Liaison, and 
Alice Bejarano, DA Liaison Assistant. 



 

O 

P 

E 

R 

A 

T 

I 

O 

N 

S 

 

S 

U 

P 

P 

O 

R 

T 

 

D 

I 

V 

I 

S 

I 

O 

N 

- 

P 

R 

O 

F 

E 

S 

S 

I 

O 

N 

A 

L 

  

S 

T 

A 

N 

D 

A 

R 

D 

S  

 

B 

U 

R 

E 

A 

U 

 

 
Ed Lynn 

Lieutenant  

 

Rebekah Jones 
Community Outreach Coordinator 

 

 
Members of the Professional Standards Bureau meet weekly to discuss  items such as recruitment and training. L-R: Sergeant Damon Maurice, Lieutenant Ed Lynn, 

Administrative Technician Shawna Kneeland,  and Police Specialist Dexter Valencia.  Not pictured, Training Officer Dustin Thompson.  

 

Lieutenant Amy Watkins and Community Outreach Coordinator Rebekah Jones  
pose with members of the Charter Oak Lyons Club during a safety presentation.  
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L-R: Financial Analyst Liz Ybarra  and  
Senior Office Assistant Kris Lara 
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