PLANNING COMMISSION AGENDA

VICE CHAIRPERSON:
Roland Soltesz

CHAIRPERSON:
Adam Peck

COMMISSIONERS: Lawrence Segrue, Adam Peck, Roland Soltesz, Brett Taylor, Liz Wynn

MONDAY, MARCH 23, 2015; 4 PM WORKSESSION, 7 PM REGULARE MEETING,
COUNCIL CHAMBERS, 707 W. ACEQUIA, VISALIA CA

1. WORK SESSION- Zoning Text Amendment No. 2015-05: A request by the City of
Visalia to repeal Chapter 17.48 (Signs) of the Visalia Municipal Code Title 17 {Zoning
Ordinance) and adopt a new Chapter 17.48 of the Visalia Municipal Code pertaining
to sign regulations.

2. BREAK
3. THE PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE -

4. CITIZEN'S COMMENTS ~ This is the time for citizens to comment on subject matters that
are not on the agenda but are within the jurisdiction of the Visalia Planning Commission.
The Commission reguests that a 5-minute time limit be observed for comments. Please
begin your comments by stating and speliing your name and providing your street name
and city. Please note that issues raised under Citizen’s Comments are informational only

and the Commission will not take action at this time.
5. CHANGES OR COMMENTS TC THE AGENDA-

6. CONSENT CALENDAR - All items under the consent calendar are to be considered
routine and will be enacted by one motion. For any discussion of an item on the consent
calendar, it will be removed at the request of the Commission and made a part of the

regular agenda
¢« No items on Consent Calendar

7. PUBLIC HEARING - Brandon Smith
a. Zoning Text Amendment No. 2015-03: A request by Self Help Enterprises and
Advanced Career Institute to amend Title 17, Section 17.18.050 of the Visalia

Municipal Code {Allowed Uses) to allow vocational (welding) schools as a conditionally

allowed use in the I-H (Heavy Industrial) zone district. The project is Categorically
Exempt from the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) pursuant to CEQA
Guidelines Section 15301 and 15305, Categorical Exemption No. 2015-06

b. Conditional Use Permit No. 2015-01: A request by Self Help Enterprises and
Advanced Career Institute to allow a welding vocational school and offices to locate
within an existing 5,139 square foot building in the I-H (Heavy Industrial) zone. The
project site is located at 8425 W. Elowin Court, on the south side of Elowin Court 300
feet east of Kelsey Street. (APN: 077-150-002). The project is Categorically Exempt
from the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) pursuant to CEQA Guidelines

Section 15301 and 15305, Categorical Exemption No. 2015-06
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8. DIRECTOR’S REPORT/ PLANNING COMMISSION DISCUSSION-

The Planning Commission meeting may end no later than 11:00 P.M. Any unfinished business may
be continued to a future date and time to be determined by the Commission at this meeting. The
Planning Commission routinely visits the project sites listed on the agenda.

For the hearing impaired, if signing is desired, please call (559) 713-4359 twenty-four (24) hours in
advance of the scheduled meeting time to request these services. For the visually impaired, if
enlarged print or Braille copy is desired, please call (659) 713-4359 for this assistance in advance of
the meeting and such services will be provided as soon as possible following the meeting.

Any written materials relating to an item on this agenda submitted to the Planning Commission after
distribution of the agenda packet are available for public inspection in the City Office, 315 E. Acequia
Visalia, CA 93291, during normal business hours.

APPEAL PROCEDURE
THE LAST DAY TO FILE AN APPEAL IS THURSDAY, APRIL 2, 2015 BEFORE 5 PM

According to the City of Visalia Zoning Ordinance Section 17.02.145 and Subdivision Ordinance
Section 16.04.040, an appeal to the City Council may be submitted within ten days following the date
of a decision by the Planning Commission. An appeal form with applicable fees shall be filed with the
City Clerk at 425 E. Oak Avenue, Suite 301, Visalia, CA 93291. The appeal shall specify errors or
abuses of discretion by the Planning Commission, or decisions not supported by the evidence in the
record. The appeal form can be found on the city’s website www.ci.visalia.ce.us or from the City Clerk.

THE NEXT REGULAR MEETING WILL BE HELD ON MONDAY APRIL13, 2015
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From: Brandon Smith, Senior Planner
Date: March 23, 2015

Re: Staff Report for Recommendation to Adopt Zoning Text Amendment No. 2015-05: A
request by the City of Visalia to repeal Chapter 17.48 (Signs) of the Visalia Municipal
Code Title 17 (Zoning Ordinance) and adopt a new Chapter 17.48 of the Visalia
Municipal Code pertaining to sign reguilations.

SUMMARY / STAFF RECOMMENDATION

The amended “Draft” Sign Ordinance (Chapter 17.48 of the Visalia Zoning Ordinance) is
provided to the Planning Commission for review and consideration. Staff recommends that the
Planning Commission receive a staff presentation and public testimony, and make a
recommendation of approval to the City Council for the adoption of the amended Sign

Ordinance.

RECOMMENDED MOTION

That the Planning Commission recommend approval of Zoning Text Amendment No. 2015-05
by adoption of Resolution No. 2015-13, recommending that the City Council adopt the amended

Sign Ordnance.

BACKGROUND

The Sign Ordinance is a chapter of the Zoning Ordinance wherein its purpose is to provide standards
for the placement and size of signs. The Ordinance addresses building and freestanding signs and,
to a lesser extent, temporary signage including portable signs and banners.

The current Sign Ordinance was adopted as part of the Zoning Ordinance Update in 1993. While
Visalia and the surrounding region have seen changes to development patterns and rapid
advancement in technology over the last 20 years, its Sign Ordinance has not kept pace with these
changes. Over the last few years the Planning Commission and City Council have examined, and in
some cases amended, the Sign Ordinance to address certain emerging issues. These issues
have included electronic LED animated signs (for public and non-public uses), subdivision
signs, and real estate signs. Through the years, the Planning Commission has also reviewed
requests for Variances to the sign regulations and requests for the establishment of sign
programs associated with new development.

In 2013, the City Council directed staff to initiate a comprehensive update to the City’s Sign
Ordinance ahead of the Zoning Ordinance Update. The Council's action to move forward with
the update was based on a number of issues related to signage, including the current
ordinance’s shortcomings in addressing current issues and enforcement, the need for targeted
community outreach, and addressing case law issues in current ordinance language. Later in
the year, the City Council authorized entering into a contract with planning consultant Dyett &
Bhatia for the preparation of a comprehensive update, and authorized the formation of a
Technical Advisory Committee (TAC) to help identify issues in the current ordinance and to
provide recommendations on regulations during the update.



TECHNICAL ADVISORY COMMITTEE (TAC) REVIEW

The first TAC meeting was preceded by a series of stakeholder interviews held by the
consultant. The TAC met six times between May 2014 and January 2015, with each meeting
being well attended by members of the public and business community. The meetings focused
n garnering the main issues of the update and thoroughly reviewing a preliminary set of
regulations with the objective of reaching consensus on a recommended “draft” ordinance.

The TAC meetings culminated in the development of the Draft Sign Ordinance document dated
March 17, 2015 (included as Attachment “B"), for review by the Planning Commission and City

Council.

Although the TAC made a series of recommendations which formed the basis for the amended
Sign Ordinance, staff anticipates that several issues will be discussed in the adoption hearings
before final action is taken by the City Council. Furthermore, the TAC was not always
unanimous in reaching consensus on issues. Viewpoints that were dissenting from the TAC
consensus were noted and are shared alongside with the consensus recommendations in the

analysis.

OVERVIEW OF AMENDED “DRAFT” SIGN ORDINANCE

The Zone Text Amendment proposes to repeal the existing Sign Ordinance (Chapter 17.48) in
its entirety and replace it with the amended Sign Ordinance attached as Exhibit “B". The
amended Sign Ordinance has different formatting and organization as a resuit of the
consolidation of some existing regulations and the addition of new sections.

New Sections. New sections in the Ordinance are:

17.48.020 Applicability

17.48.060 Sign Design Principles

17.48.070 Rules for Sign Measurement

17.48.120 Downtown Retail Design District Sign Standards
17.48.130 Temporary Signs

17.48.140 Master Sign Program

17.48.170 Maintenance, Abandonment and Enforcement

Expanded Sections for Exempt & Prohibited Signs and Definitions. Sections for Exempt
Signs (17.48.030), Prohibited Signs (17.48.040), and Definitions (17.48.180) have been
significantly expanded. Many of these are existing regulations found in different sections of the
existing Sign Ordinance that have been moved and consolidated to establish a more
comprehensive listing of these types of signs. Billboards, once allowed in limited areas of the
City, are entirely prohibited along with all forms of off-site “for-hire” advertising.

Permanent Signage. A majority of the City’s sign regulations applicable to permanent signage
(i.e. wall, freestanding) have been retained, as the regulations have generally served the City
well in retaining a pleasant aesthetic character that is uniform among the different land uses.
Additionally there were very minimal comments raised by TAC members or the public regarding
these regulations. One of the most significant organizational changes affecting permeant
signage is that these regulations are now based on zoning type and not based on design district
(Section 17.48.100 contains standards for the non-residential zones).
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Real Estate and Subdivision Signs. Regulations for real estate signs and subdivision signs
were retained in the amended Sign Ordinance, as these subjects were recently reviewed and
updated through separate actions by the City Council. There were some changes made to
these regulations following considerable public dialogue during the TAC meetings, as explained
in Attachment “A”.

New Signs / Sign Regulations. Among the most significant new sign types and/or expanded
regulations found in the Ordinance are as follows:
e« 17.48.030.Y Window Signs
17.48.050.E Master Sign Program (discussed more fully in 17.48.140)
17.48.080.E Electronic Signs
17.48.110.B A-Frame Signs (a type of portable sign, regulated in 17.48.130.D)
17.48.130.B Non-Profit Off-site Special Event Signs
17.48.130.E Special Promotional Signs and Banners

Legal Review. After the TAC concluded its deliberations and made its policy
recommendations, a revised draft was prepared for legal review by the City Attorney. The
Attorney's comments are incorporated into the Draft document and are explained where
applicable in Attachment “A”.

The discussion in Attachment "A” provides an overview of each section in the Sign Ordinance
and provides analysis and a summary of the TAC'’s actions on those regulations.

Environmental Review

The project is categorically exempt from the California Environmental Quaility Act (CEQA)
pursuant to CEQA Guidelines Section 15061(b)3), acting on “the general rule that CEQA
applies only to projects which have the potential for causing a significant effect on the
environment. Where it can be seen with certainty that there is no possibility that the activity in
question may have a significant effect on the environment, the activity is not subject to CEQA.”
The project is also categorically exempt pursuant to Section 15305 (minor land use limitations).

RECOMMENDED FINDINGS

1. That the proposed Zoning Ordinance Text Amendment is consistent with the intent of the
General Plan, and is not detrimental to the public health, safety, or welfare, or materially
injurious to properties or improvements in the vicinity.

2. That the proposed Zoning Ordinance Text Amendment is not inconsistent with any other
Element of the General Plan.

3. That the project is Categorically Exempt from environmental review under California
Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) Guidelines pursuant to CEQA Guidelines Section
15061(b)(3) (no significant effect on the environment) and is also categorically exempt
pursuant to CEQA Guidelines Section 15305, and Notice of Exemption No. 2015-17 has
been prepared for this project.

ATTACHMENTS
« Attachment "A” — Draft Sign Ordinance Review & Analysis of Changes
¢« Resolution No. 2015-13, Recommending approval of Zoning Ordinance Text Amendment

No. 2015-02
» Attachment “B” — Amended Sign Ordinance, Chapter 17.48 of Visalia Municipal Code
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ATTACHMENT”A”
DRAFT SIGN ORDINANCE REVIEW & ANALYSIS OF CHANGES

17.48.010 Purpose

Analysis: Replaces VM(C Section 1748.010. This Section has been carried over and
elaborated on to establish the public purpose for the regulations in this Chapter and can be
used as a basis for discretionary decisions. No discussion by TAC

17.48.020 Applicability

Analysis: New Section. This Section describes the scope and applicability of the regulations
in this Chapter. No discussion by TAC

17.48.030 Exempt Signs

The following signs are exempt from the permit requirements of this Chapter and do not count
toward the total sign area limit for a site, provided that they conform to applicable standards:

A. Address Signs. One nameplate, not exceeding two square feet in area, containing the name
and address of the occupant.

Analysis. No change, replaces VMC Section 17.48.060 C. No discussion by TAC.

B. Barber Poles. Barber poles, not exceeding 18 inches in height, located on a commercial
property and containing no lettering.

Analysis' No change, replaces VMC Section 17 48 050 D and E. No discussion by TAC.

C. Change of Business Signs. A temporary attachment or covering of wood, plastic, or canvas
over a permanent sign indicating a change of ownership or activity may be displayed for no
longer than 60 days following the change of ownership or activity for which the sign is intended.
The sign must be no larger than the previously permitted permanent sign.

Analysis: New reguiation No discussion by TAG.

D. Commemorative Signs. Commemorative plaques, memorial signs or tablets, or signs
indicating names of buildings and dates of building erection, either attached to or cut into the
surfaces of buildings, provided that no such sign exceeds three square feet in area. Plaques
commemorating the site of a historical event, the residence or workplace of a historical figure, or
a building whose architectural or historical character is recognized by the City, State, or federal
government. Plaques shall not exceed three square feet in area.

Analysis: New regulation. No discussion by TAC. Following City Attorney review, the
regulation was revised to include & separate evemption for historical plaques.

E. Commercial Displays On Vehicles. Signs on vehicles may be displayed, provided that:

1. The message pertains to the establishment of which the vehicle is an instrument or tool,

and
2. The message does not utilize changeable copy or special illumination.

Analysis. New regulation
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TAC Discussion' Following public comment, there was consensus by the TAC to eliminate
qualifying criteria that the message on the vehicle is not ‘general advertising tor hire”

F. Construction Signs. A sign related to construction or landscaping work and related
financing of such work may be placed upon a site where a building is being constructed or
remodeled, or the landscaping is being replaced, subject to the following standards.

1. Maximum 8Sign Area. Construction signs shall be no more than:
a. Four square feet in Agricultural and Residential Districts; and
b. 32 square feet in non-residential districts.
2. Duration. Construction signs may be installed up to 60 days before commencing
construction and must be removed at the time that construction of the project is
completed.

Analysis: Update to reguiation, replaces VMC Section 17 48 060 E.

TAC Discussion' The TAC discussed appropnate size and duration. Consensus was that a
construction sign size of 32 sq. ft. 1s acceptable. and a duration should be somewhere
between 60 to 90 days before construction (building permit issued) and final development of
the project. A duration of 60 days was applied in the draft ordinance.

G. Decorations. Holiday and cultural observance decorations on private property. Decorations
cannot include commercial advertising. This exemption includes strings of lights associated with
a holiday decoration.

Analysis. No change; replaces VMC Section 1748 060.D

TAC Discussion. Consensus to not include a maximum duration on decorations and to
exempt light strings.

H. Equipment Signs. Signs incorporated into permitted displays, machinery, or equipment by a
manufacturer, distributor, or vendor and identifying or advertising only the product or service
dispensers by the machine or equipment, such as fuel pumps at gas stations.

Analysis: New regulation. No discussion by TAC

I. Flags. Flags of a governmental entity or a civic, philanthropic, educational, or religious
organization may be erected and located in accordance with the following standards:

1. Location. Flagpoles must not be located within any required side yard setbacks.
2. Maximum Flagpole Height. If a flag is on a flag pole, the pole height must not exceed
30 feet or the distance from the base of the pole to the closest lot line plus two feet,

whichever is |ess.
3. Maximum Size. The maximum individual flag area on a lot is 24 square feet in R
districts and 32 square feet in all other districts.

Pennant banner flags and streamers are not included in this exemption and are regulated under
Section 17.48.130, Temporary Signs.

Analysis: New regulation. No discussion by TAC. Following City Attorney review, the
requlation was revised to not exempt only government flags by allowing “no-commercial
flags’, excluding pennant flags

J. Garage Sale Signs. One sign not exceeding two feet by two feet in size may be posted on
the property where the sale is being held during the duration of the sale only. No signs
regarding such sale shall be posted on any property other than where the sale is held.
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Analysis: New section referencing existing regulations found at VMC Section 6.24.020.C.

No discussion by TAC.
K. Government Signs. Official notices issued by a court, public body or office and posted in the
performance of a public duty; notices posted by a utility or other quasi-public agency; signs
erected by a governmental body to direct or regulate pedestrian or vehicular traffic;
noncommercial bus stop signs erected by a public transit agency, or other signs required or
authorized by iaw. This exemption aiso covers signs and banners for speciai civic events
sponsored by the City, which may be displayed in public rights of way.

Analysis: No change. replaces VMC Section 17.48 060 A and B. No discussion by TAC

L. Incidental Business Sign. A small sign or decal that indicates incidental business
information about the conduct of the business, such as credit cards accepted, trading stamps
offered, trade affiliations, and similar matters.

Analysis. New regulation. No discussion by TAC

M. Informational Signs. Non-commercial informational signs located wholly on private
property, not exceeding two square feet in area, erected for the convenience of the public, such
as signs identifying rest rooms, public telephones, walkways, and similar features or facilities.

Analysis: No change, replaces VMC Section 17.48.040.5. No discussion by TAC.

N. Interior Signs. Signs that are located entirely within a building or enclosed structure and not
visible from the public right of way.

Analysis- No change: replaces VMC Section 17 48 040.0. No discussicri by TAC

0. Manufacturers Marks. Marks on consumer or industrial products, which are integral to the
product and identify the maker, seiler, provider or product and which customarily remain to the
product after the sale.

Analysis: New regulation. No discussion by TAG.

P. Menu Display Boards. Menu displays that are mounted on a wall or window near the main

entrance of establishments serving food. Menu displays are limited to four square feet in area.

This exemption does not apply to stand-alone menu boards in drive-through establishments.
Analysis: New regulation No discussion by TAC.

Q. Mobile Vendor Signs. Signs and menu display boards fixed to mobile vending carts or food
trucks that identify or advertise the name, product, or service provided by the vendor. Each
mobile vending cart or food truck is limited to a maximum of eight square feet of sign area, plus
a menu display board.

Analysis: New regulation.

TAC Discussion Consensus that menu boards are not counted as allowed sign area, as
written
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Figure 17.48.030(R): Mobile Vendor Signs
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R. Newspaper Stands. Signs that are part of newspaper stands provided the sign area does
not exceed four square feet.

Analysis: New regulation. No discussion by TAC.
S. Portable Signs. A-frame signs that conform to the standards of this Chapter.

Analysis: New regulation The TAC discussed portable signs as part of Sections
17.48 110 A (A-Frame Sign Standards), 17 48120 (Downtown Retaill Design District Sign

Standards), and 17.48.130 (Temporary Signs).

T. Public Carrier Graphics. Graphic images mounted on carrier vehicles such as buses,
taxicabs, and limousines that legally pass through the City.

Analysis. New regulation. No discussion by TAC

U. Small Service Signs. Small signs, not exceeding four square feet in size, identifying a
service provided to a site, such as security, landscaping or roofing, as well as membership logo
stickers.

Analysis. New regulation
TAC Discussion. Description expanded fo include membership logo stickers

V. Sponsorship Signs and Banners. One sponsorship sign or banner for each sponsor or one
sign or banner for all sponsors, which sponsor and contribute to civic activities upon public or
private premises, not to exceed 18 square feet in area, is permitted for a period not to exceed
one year preceding the event. Such sign or banner must be removed within 15 days after the
event or the sporting season. All sponsorship signs banners must meet material specifications
established by the City and may be restricted to locations approved by the City Council.

Analysis. New regulation. No discussion by TAC.

W. Time and Temperature Devices. Time and temperature devices, not taller in height than
permitted signs or larger than 12 square feet, located wholly on private property and bearing no
commercial message.

Analysis: Update to regulation; replaces VMC Section 17.48.040.H. Time and Temperature
Signs — a conditionally-permitted use in the current Sign Ordinance — will no longer be a
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conditional use based on the performance standards mncluded with the description. No
discussion by TAC

X. Vehicle Insignia. License plates, license plate frames, registration insignia and other
messages affixed to vehicles that advertise, identify, or provide direction to a use or activity not
related to making deliveries or sales of merchandise or messages relating to the proposed sale,
lease or exchange of the vehicle. This includes vehicles making deliveries as a regular part of
their business (U.S. Postal Service, U.P.S., etc.). The total area of such exempt signage must
not exceed one square foot per lineal foot of length of the vehicle or watercraft.

Analysis: New regulation. No discussion by TAC. Following City Attorney review. the
reqgulation was revised to not read as broad

Y. Window Signs. Window signs, subject to the following standards:

1. Surface Area. No more than 30 percent of the aggregate window area on a single
window for permanent signage; up to 10 percent of the aggregate window area may be
used for temporary window signage that conforms to the standards of Section
17.48.130(A).

2. Transparency. A minimum of 70 percent of the window shall be transparent and free of
signage features. Any permanent sign either hung or within two feet of a window or
attached to a display located within two feet of a window is considered a window sign.

3. Interior electronic signs and digital displays. Interior digital displays, within two feet
of a window, are allowed provided they are no larger than 30 percent of the aggregate
allowable window area for permanent signage.

Analysis: Update to regulation; replaces VMC Section 17.483030.A 1. The existing Sign
Ordinance does not address window signage beyond “leftering covering no more than ten
percent of the aggregate window area on a single wall, stating the name, business type,
hours and address of business only” The draft regulations include provision fto
accommodate the common practice of many businesses throughout the City that install
temporary and/or permanent window signage

TAC Discussion: The TAC consensus was in favor of expanded window sign regulations,
but thoughts widely varied with regard to the measurement and alfowed area. ldeas were
presented o consider increased percentage of coverage (iLe. 30% or 40%) A 30%
coverage is suggested in the draft regulations. Following City Afforney review, the coverage
was revised to not be limited to one sign per window

Figure 17.48.030(Z): Window Signs

B AR e N
l%"' | datide t Il

'TIF:-_J [“”‘—ﬂl'_ —
|

Max. permanent sign area: 30% of
aggregate window area on wall

Min. 70% of window shail be
free of signage features

e

Max. | window sign per window.

® Page 8



17.48.040 Prohibited Signs

Unless expressly allowed by another Section of this Chapter or other applicable law, the
following signs, locations, and materials are prohibited:

A. Animated or Moving Signs. Animated, flashing, blinking, reflecting, revolving, or other
similar sign with visibly moving or rotating parts or visible mechanical movement of any kind,
unless expressly permitted under this Chapter. This prohibition does not apply to signs using
digital display technology, such as LED (light emitting diodes) or functionally equivalent display
methods, which are permitted, subject to the regulations of this Chapter.

Analysis. No change, replaces VMC Section 17.48.050.D. No discussion by TAC.

B. Banners, Balloons, Inflatable Signs, Streamers, Pennants and Other Attention-Getting
Devices. Banners, balloons, inflatable signs, streamers, pennants and other attention-getting
devises, made of light-weight fabric or similar material, designed to rotate or move with the wind
or activated by forced air, that direct, promote, or that are otherwise designed to attract attention
for outdoor advertising purposes are prohibited in all zoning districts, unless permitted as a
Temporary Sign under subsection 17.48.120.F.

Analysis: Update fo regulation; replaces VMC Section 17.48.050.D. No discussion by TAC.
This ts included to clarify and clearly prohibit these types of signs in situations where they are not
otherwise provided for as part of Section 17 48.130.G (Temporary Signs).

C. General Advertising (for Hire). Temporary or hand-held signs that publicize or promote
other businesses or causes using methods of advertising {in contrast to self-promotion, on-site
sales, or on-site advertising). General advertising is also known as advertising for hire.

Analysis: New regulation. No discussion by TAC

D. Mobile Billboards. The City prohibits any person to conduct, or cause to be conducted, any
mobile billboard advertising upon any street, or other public place within the City in which the
public has the right of travel. The purpose of this prohibition is to eliminate mobile billboard
advertising within the City in order to reduce traffic congestion, promote the safe movement of
vehicular traffic, to reduce air pollution, and to improve the aesthetic appearance of the City.
This prohibition does not apply to signage on a licensed commercial vehicle that is related to the
goods or services provided by the vehicle owner or operator and to public transit/public carrier
graphics on properly licensed buses and taxicabs.

Analysis: New regulation. Mobile billboards, as defined, are biliboards that are capable of
being transported by a vehicle arcund public streets, and are used for the primary purpose
of for-hire advertising. These do not include trailers which typically contain commercial
displays pertaining to the same trade for which the trailer is being used for

TAC Discussion: “ The TAC received public comments in favor of allowing this type of
bilfboard. Further questions came from the public regarding the faimess of public buses and
taxicabs being allowed to display advertising. The TAC commented that such vehicles are
used for the primary purpose of fransporting persons and not for the primary purpose of
advertising. Rather, for-hire advertising is an ancillary function of these vehicles that provide
a public service.  The TAC came fo the consensus lo leave mobile billboards as a
prohibited sign, with added clarification allowing advertising on buses and taxicabs.
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Figure 17.48.040(D): Mobile Billboards
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E. Murals. Murals which contain advertising copy or function as advertising. Murals without
advertising copy must be approved by the City Council under the provisions of the City's
adopted mural policy.

Analysis: No change; replaces VMC Section 17.48 040 S and 17 480501 The regulation
reflects the City's current stance on murals and differentiates between murals with or without
advertising copy. This protubition does not apply fo advertising copy directly on a business for
the purpose of advertising that business, which i1s not considered as a mural This would be
considered as signage counted toward the business's alfotfed sign copy area. The TAC was in
favor of leaving the proposed regulfation as is.

F. Outdoor Advertising Displays (“Billboards”). Signs that display outdoor advertising for
hire are prohibited in all zones.

Analysis: Update to regulation; replaces VMC Section 17 48.040.E. OQutdoor advertising
displays, as defined, are also known as billboards and refer to the adverfisement of any
product or service generally not sold on the premises. The current Sign Ordinarice only
allowed for these types of signs in certain zones not within a specified distance from state
highways. All existing billboards in the City mits that were legally erected would become
nonconforming signs

TAC Discussion: The TAC received public comments in favor of allowing this type of
billboard, and came to the consensus to leave billboards as a prohibited sign

G. Roof Signs. Roof signs, including signs mounted or painted on roofs, except those painted
on a flat roof and not visible from the public right of way.

Analysis: No change,; replaces VMC Section 17 48.040.F. No discussion by TAC
Figure 17.48.040(H): Roof Signs
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H. Search Lights and Klieg Lights. Search and Klieg lights when used as attention attracting
devises for commercial uses. They may be allowed with a temporary conditional use permit for

special events.

Analysis. New regulation. Searchlights may be viewed as an acceptable means of
advertising for a special or limited time event, in limited cases. The recommended change
proposes alfowing searchlights in association with a special event only (such as a grand
opening). provided that a temporary conditional permit is obtained for the use

I. Signs in the Public Right-of-Way without an Encroachment Permit. Other than
government signage, no sign can be placed in the public right-of-way in median strips or
islands, sidewalks, on street trees or retaining walls, on bridges, public benches, traffic signals,
public fences, street poles, utility poles and equipment, street lighting, or traffic signs unless it
has be authorized by an encroachment permit issued by the City.

Analysis: Update to regulation; replaces VMC Section 17.48.050 B. No discussion by TAC

J. Signs on Doors, Windows, or Fire Escapes. Signs shall not be located or instalied on any
door, window, or fire escape that will prevent free ingress or egress. No sign shall be attached
to any standpipe or fire escape, except those required by other codes.

Analysis No change, replaces VMC Section 17.48.050 A. No discussion by TAC.

K. Signs that Create a Traffic Hazard or Affect Pedestrian Safety. Signs located in such a
manner as to constitute a safety hazard or to impede the public use of the public right of way.
These signs include but are not limited to:

1. Signs located in such a manner as to constitute a traffic hazard or obstruct the view of
traffic or any authorized traffic sign or signal device.

2. Signs that may create confusion with any authorized traffic sign, signal, or traffic control
device because their color, design, illumination, location or wording, or use of any
phrase, symbol, or character which interferes with, misleads, or confuses vehicular
drivers in their use of roads or conflicts with any traffic control sign or device.

3. Signs within five feet of a fire hydrant, street sign, or traffic signal.

4. Signs erected at or near the intersections of public and/or private rights-of-way in such a
manner as to create a safety hazard by obstructing clear view of pedestrian and

vehicular traffic.
Analysis' No change, replaces VMC Section 17 48 050 A. No discussion by TAC

L. Signs that Produce Noise or Emissions. Signs that produce visible smoke, vapor,
particies, odor, noise, or sounds that can be heard at the property line, excluding voice units at
menu boards and devices for servicing customers from their vehicles, such as drive up windows
at banks or pharmacies, provided these latter units comply with the standards of the City’s
Noise Ordinance.
Analysis: No change, replaces VMG Section 17 46.050.G. No discussion by TAC.

M. Snipe Signs. Signs tacked, nailed, posted, pasted, glued, or otherwise attached to trees,
poles, stakes, fences, trailers, temporary construction barriers or other supporting structures.

Analysis- New regulation. No discussion by TAC.
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17.48.050 Permits Required

Analysis. Replaces and updates VMC Section 17 48.030 (Procedures). This Section clearly
states the types of permits required before the modification or installation of any signage.

The Section identifies the sign types that require a Conditional Use Permit: Master Sign
Program and Electronic Signs

The Section also identifies the types of projects which require a Master Sign Program’ Any
development in the BRP zone. and new or remodeled non-residential or mixed used
projects on a site of five or more acres. The regulations pertaining to Master Sign Programs
are found in Section 17.48 140. No discussion by TAC

17.48.060 Sign Design Principles

Analysis: New Section. This Section establishes principles for sign design that will be used
as criteria for review and approval of sign permits and Master Sign Programs. Although the
principles are permissive rather than mandatory. the City will have the ability to use these
standards as a guide for reviewing Master Sign Programs or in any instance where a
proposed sign could be seen as detrimental to safety or welfare. No discussion by TAC

17.48.070 Rules for Sign Measurement

Analysis' New Section. This Section outlines rules for the measurement of sign area and
height with graphics illustrating key provisions. Inclusion of measurement criteria into
the Sign Ordinance helps to provide clarity, eliminate ambiguity, and reduce the need fo
make interpretation: calls in the review of sign permits. No discussion by TAC.

17.48.080 General Sign Standards

Analysis: Replaces and updates VMC Section 17 48.040 (General provisions). The material
located in current Section 17 48 040 (General provisions) contains an assortment of
standards that for the most part have been reorganized and placed into more logical
locations within the Sign Ordinance. Regulations now found in this section for the most part
van be applicable to any sign installed in City jurisdiction (1.e. message neulrality. message
substitution, materials). Certain regulations will apply strictly to illuminated signs (ie.
#umination, concealed electric systems).

TAC Discussion: The TAC had no concerns with this section excepting the regulations
pertammg to subsection E. Electronic signs The subsection is reprinted below and followed
by analysis discussion.

Revisions Tollowirig legal review: The City Attorney recommended edffying the regulations
pertaining to subsection C. Message Substitution to entitle on-site non-commercial message
substitution rather than on-site commercial message substitution. This would mean that any
substitution of on-site commercial message will require approvals as regufated by the Sign
Ordinance and limitations stated within,

E. Electronic Copy.

1. Location. Electronic copy is allowed as a display medium wherever monument signs are
allowed, but not in the Downtown Retail District. A Conditional Use Permit, issued pursuant to
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Chapter 17.38 of the Visalia Municipal Code, is required for the installation of any electronic sign
except an interior electronic sign or digital display, which are regulated as window signs.

2. Physical Standards.

a) The sign display face must be directed in a manner that is not visible from the front or
side yards of residential properties located in a residential zone district.
b) Electronic digplay faces must be an integral part of the remainder of the sign area.

3. Operational Standards.

a) Electronic display shall be limited to no more than 30 lumens output, measured at 10
feet from the sign face.

b) No portion of the electronic display (either sign copy or pictures) shall change more
frequently than once every six seconds.

¢) No audible output from any portion of the sign shall be permitted.

d) Electronic signs shall be operative only during the hours of operation of the associated
business.

e} Sign copy or electronic picture displays shall be limited to advertising related to the
use(s) on the property for which the monument sign is located, except for message
substitution, as allowed in Section 17.48.080 D.

f) No change of lighting intensity may occur during a display or between displays except to
respond to a change in ambient lighting conditions.

g) No display shall create a potential distraction to drivers by virtue of the frequency of
changes of images (i.e. the time between images expressed in seconds), and the
Planning Commission may impose limitations on the number of images that can be
displayed over a specified time period for reasons of traffic safety.

Analysis New regulation. Under the current Sign Ordinance. electronic signs have only
been authorized for quasi-public uses upon approval of a Conditional Use Permit. Several
public schools have installed electronic signs, as have two private schools which received
Conditional Use Permits for the signs.

The new regulation proposes lo extend the allowance to non-residential uses as well as
{quasi) public uses in most zones upon approval of a Conditional Use Permit The
Downtown Retail Design District iz expressly calfed out in not alfowing electronic signs. The
proposed regulatory and operating standards are an example of commonly applied industry
standards where the intent is to permit elecironic sighage in a manner that avaids
competitive “one upsmanship” among electronic signs. or to create a “Vegas Stnp” effect
along a given corridor.  This intent of controlling competition is largely achieved by allowing
electronic display only on the sign copy area asscciated with permitted freestanding signs
Other operational controls imposed in the regulations limit brightness or fuminosity and the
use of moving sign copy.

TAC Discussion: Several questions were raised by the TAC in the recommendation towards
electronic signs, emphasizing the use of strict standards with regards to height limitation and
the discretionary permitting process.

The TAC ronsensus was lo endorse the new regulations as suggested in the draft wording.
However, the TAC was not unanimous in their support of expanding the sign regulations to
allow electronic sign copy to non-residential uses. A particular concern voiced by a TAC
member was that allowing electronic signs to uses beyond schools may open the door to
garish competition and inconsistencies among signs
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17.48.090 Sign Standards for Agricultural and Residential Zones

Analysis: Replaces and updates VMC Sections 17 48070.A and B (Sign regulation for
zones). Standards for signs in Agriculture zones are largely unchanged from the current
Sign Ordinance. The existing Ordinance codes for signs in Residential zones have been
regrouped with new sections for Real Estate signs.  This section has been expanded to
include new regulations for other land uses which may be found in Residential zones,
broken down info public and quasi-public uses and other non-residential uses

TAC Discussion: No discussion by TAC, except for Real Estate signs as described below.
Revisions following legal review The Ciy Attorney recommended adding subsection B.
Commercial Signs Prohibited for Residential Zones in order to clanfy that such signs are
prohibited uniess otherwise allowed or exempted

Subsection C. Sign Area Allowed for Noncommercial Signs in Residential Zones contains
revised wording and a maximum sign area allowance of 16 square feet instead of one
square foot of sign area per lineal foot of public street frontage.

Subsection F.Entrance Signs was revised to include multi-family development units in
addition te residential subdivisions.

The subsection for Real Estate signs is reprinted below and followed by analysis discussion.

G. Real Estate Signs. On-premises signs conveying information about the sale, rental, or
lease of the lot, dwelling, premises, or structure, must comply with the following standards.

1. Subdivision Exempted from this Section. On-premise signs conveying information
about the sale, rental, or lease of the lot, dwelling, premises, or structure, must comply with
the following standards.

2. General. Any property owner or their agent may display or have displayed on the real
property, or on real property owned by another with that person’'s consent, a sign that
advertises the property for sale, rent, or lease provided said sign(s) meet the requirements
of this subsection.

a) Real estate signs are prohibited on private property or within the public right-of-way if
the location obstructs, impedes or otherwise disturbs the safe and convenient use by
the public of any street or sidewalk.

3. Number of Signs. Two signs per property.
4. Maximum Sign Area.

a) Residential Districts. Eight square feet.
b) Agricultural Districts. Four square feet.

5. Location and Required Setback. Real estate signs are only allowed on private property
and public right-of-way, and must be setback at least 18 inches from the curb of the
property and at least five feet from all intersections and crosswalks.

6. Identification Required. Every person who places or maintains a real estate sign shall
have their name (or company name) and contact information affixed to the sign.
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7. Hlumination. Real estate signs, including directional and open house signs, shall not be
illuminated.

8. Directional Signs and Open House Signs. Up to six signs per property for sale giving
directions to the subject property or open house signs may be displayed on private property,
with the consent of the owner, and within the right-of-way while the property is on the
market, subject to the following standards.

a) Maximum Size. Six square feet (total face area).

b) Maximum Height. Three feet above existing grade.

c} Type. Temporary Directional and Open House Signs shall be an A-frame or "in
ground light weight wire based" signs, shall be maintained in good condition at all
times, and shall be constructed out of materials normally used in professional
signage.

d) Time. Signs shall only be displayed during the "open house" and not earlier than
8:00 a.m.; and must be removed no later than dusk or 6:00 p.m., whichever is

earlier.

9. Limitations. Balloons, flags, and other promotional signs cannot be affixed to a real
estate sign.

Analysis: Replaces and Updates VMC Sections 17 48.070.B 5, 6, and 7 (Temporary Open
House signs). The Real Estate Sign regulations provide reorganized regulations and more
specificity beyond the regulations in the current Sign Ordinance. The Real Eslate Sign
regulations give criteria for residential “for sale” and “open house” signs.  Inrecent years the
City revised its codes for real estale signs which have resufted in few if any complaints, afthough
Code Enforcement staff has had to remove signs in the public row that are in violation of the

Code.

TAC Dyscussion: The TAC received written comments from the Association of Realtors citing
support fowards retaining most regulations in the existing Sign Ordinance based on the
recent updates. The Association drew particular attention to the size of the “for sale” signs
The TAC consensus was fo utilize the standards in the existing Sign Ordinance with a
revision to the “for sale” signs expanding the allotted area to 8 sq. ft. per side

Revisions following legal review Following the TAC’s review and recommendation towards
the draft regulations, certain changes were made to the Section as suggested by the Cily
Attorney. Most notable, the entire regulations for Real Estate Signs have been maved from
Section 17.48 130 (Temporary Signs) to this section. Although these signs could equally be
categorized as temporary, they are almost exclusively found in and are more commonly
associated with residential zoning districts.

17.48.100 Sign Standards for Other Zones

Analysis' Replaces and updates VMC Sections 17.48.070.C, D {Sign regulation for zones).
117 48.080 A B, C. H, | (Sign regulations for design districts). This new Section does away
with design districls as the means for determining permitted signs and sign area in most
areas within the City. In the draft Sign Ordinance, these criteria are now strictly based on
the zoning designation of the site. The draft establishes aggregate wall sign areas for each
land use type based on zoning Commercial, Office, Indusirial, and Quasi-Public. The ratios
and total square footage have been brought over from the existing code, Some changes fo
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existing code are incorporated in the new sign standards that are reflective of current
industry practice. These changes include.

» Increasing maximum height of freestanding signs in Commercial zones from 10 to
12 feet;
» [dentifying one A-frame sign per business establishment as an allowed use

Details oin how fo calculate sign area on sites with multiple frontages is added along with a
graphic illustration. The standards for specific signs are summarized in a table which
incorporates many of the existing provisions for the specific type of signs This table is
intended to make it easier to understand the basic requirements such as number, size, and

height

The elimination of design districts as a means for determining permitted signs and sign area
came as a result of staff input of streamiining the code, eliminating redundancy. and not
relying on a map other than the Zoning Map to determine sign regulations

TAC Discussion’ No discussion by TAC

17.48.110 Sign Standards for Specific Sign Types

Analysis: Replaces and updates VMC Sections 1748040 (General provisions).
17.48.080A, B. D, E F (Sign regulations for design districts). This new Section
consolidates standards established in the existing Code for sign lypes Sign standards for
specific land uses, such as for theaters and gas slations have been carried over with no
changes in dimensional standards. New regulations for "A-Frame” signs - currently a
prohibited sign type - are included in this Section. The standards in this Section provide
greater detail than in Table 17 48 100.C which s intended to serve as a quick-reference
chart. The Section provides in-depth detail on setbacks, location, clearance, width, and
other specifics related lo each sign type

TAC Discussion: No discussion by TAC except on subsections below

The subsections for A-Frame signs, Subdivision Signs, and Vehicle Dealership signs are
reprinted below and followed by analysis discussion

B. A-Frame Signs. A-Frame signs are allowed subject to the following standards:
1. Maximum Number. Each business establishment shall not have more than one sign.
2. Placement. A-Frame signs shall be placed directly in front of the business it is identifying.

3. Hours of Display. A-Frame signs shall be removed during hours when the establishment
is not open to the public and shall not be displayed after the activity with which they are
associated with is over.

4. Maximum Size. 7.5 square feet.
5. Maximum Height. Four feet.
6. Permit Required. No permit is required for A-Frame signs.

7. Directional and Non-Advertising Signs in Parking Lots. Business owners may place
A-Frame signs in parking lots associated with their business for the purpose of providing
directions and/or non-advertising messages, meaning these signs can not be used for off-
site outdoor advertising. Such signs shall not obstruct the vehicular flow of traffic in a
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parking fot or obstruct parking stalls. They also are subject to the above regulations
regarding Hours of Display, Maximum Size, and Maximum Height.

Analysis: New Section The draft Sign Ordinance allows each business establishment o
have one A-Frame sign subject to standards as listed. No permit is required for the sign

TAC Discussion: The TAC deferred discussion regarding A-Frame sign for locations ouiside

of Downtown until after they were discussed in the context of Downtown Sign Standards.
The TAC discussed and provided consensus drrection on the same maximum size and
height standards for A-frame signs as allowed for Downtown.

H. Residential Subdivisions. Signage for residential subdivisions shall meet the following

standards:

1. General Requirements.

a)

b)

c)

e)

Permit Required. Temporary subdivision signs for a residential subdivision shall
require a sign permit.

Subdivision Defined. A residential subdivision is defined as a housing project within a
recorded tract with 10 or more parcels being offered for sale with existing new units
or units to be constructed by the developer of the residential subdivision.

Master Sign Program. A Master Sign Program permit shall be issued on a per
residential subdivision basis for all temporary subdivision signs attributable to a
particular residential subdivision. The Master Sign Program shall specify the type,
location, and duration of the signage.

Duration. Sign permits for all offsite temporary subdivision signs shall expire not later
than six months after issuance. The Planning Department shall have the discretion
to grant an extension or extensions of the permit's duration, however, under no
circumstances shall the permit extend beyond such time that the residential
subdivision developer has completed the sale of all dwelling units in the residential
subdivision.

Owners Consent. Written evidence of the property owner's consent must be
presented with an application for a sign permit for temporary subdivision signs not
located on the applicant's property.

2. Offsite Temporary Subdivision Signs.

a)

b)
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Up to four offsite temporary subdivision signs with a size not to exceed four feet by
eight feet per sign (32 square feet per face) and a height not to exceed eight feet
may be permitted per residential subdivision. Signs may be single- or double-faced
or V-shaped if the angle between the two faces does not exceed 45 degrees. Signs
shall be located on private, non-residential zoned parcels, or on private, residential
zoned parcels that are part of an undeveloped residential subdivision and that are
unoccupied, vacant and otherwise free from any structures or buildings. Signs shali
not be made or constructed from cloth, bunting, plastic, paper or similar material.
Banners and flags with or without an advertising message shall not be permitted
offsite.

In addition to any sign permitted pursuant to Subsection (H)}(2Xa) above, up to four
offsite temporary subdivision signs in an A-frame configuration, with a size not to
exceed 12 square feet per face or four feet in height, shall be permitted per
residential subdivision. A-frame signs shall be located on private, non-residential
property or on public property behind any existing sidewalks, and in such a manner
so as to not to create a safety hazard by obstructing the clear view of, or otherwise



d)

hinder or impede, pedestrian and vehicular traffic. A-frame signs shall only be
displayed during the operating hours for the residential subdivision sales office, and
shall be located no further than 1,500 feet from the subject residential subdivision
entry. A-frame signs may be allowed on residential zoned parcels within an
undeveloped residential subdivision that is unoccupied, vacant and otherwise free
from any structures or buildings.

Oiffsite temporary subdivision signs shall only contain commercial messages thereon
pertaining to the sale of units in a residential subdivision, and shall not be
illuminated.

No more than three offsite temporary subdivision signs per parcel or no more than
four off-site temporary subdivision signs for parcels over five acres shall be allowed.

3. Onsite Temporary Subdivision Signs.

a)

b)

f)

9)

A residential subdivision may erect within its boundaries, a maximum of either two
signs or up to one sign per every 300 lineal feet that the subdivision perimeter fronts
upon a public street.

Onsite temporary subdivision signs shall be non-illuminated, shall not be made or
constructed from cloth, bunting, plastic, paper or similar material, and shall have
dimensions which shall not exceed four feet by eight feet per sign and 32 square feet
per sign face, or a height of eight feet, or if located behind an exterior wall of a
residential subdivision, at a height not to exceed 12 feet.

The temporary subdivision signs may be erected and maintained within a subdivision
until all parcels within the subdivision are sold.

The signs shall be no closer than 300 feet from each other.

Additional signs, banners, reader board, pedestrian oriented signs, and flags with or
without an advertising message may be maintained within the boundaries of a
residential subdivision provided that they do not create a safety hazard by
obstructing the clear view of pedestrian and vehicular traffic within the residential
subdivision.

Banners or wall mounted signs not exceeding 80 square feet in the aggregate are
allowed on an exterior wall of a residential subdivision for a period not to exceed six
months.

Inflatable signs, designed to move with the wind or activated by helium, are only
aliowed to be displayed on Saturdays and Sundays.

Analysis. Replaces VMC Section 17 48 080 F (Temporary Subdivision signs). These
regulations give criteria for both off-site and on-site residential subdivision signs. The
Subdivision Sign regulations are unchanged from the adopted 2011 Subdivision Sign
Ordinance, with exception to the changes requested from a subdivision sign production
company (see below).

TAC Discussion: The TAC received written comments from a subdivision sign production

company requesting changes to ceriain aspect of the Subdivision Sign regulations. The
changes being requested are summarized as follows, with the overall objective being to help
direct drivers to communities with new home sales:

2.d- Remove restriction of only one off-site temporary subdivision sign per parce!
3.e. Allow flags within a residential subdivision to be visible from outside of the

subdivision.
» 3 F Change banners on outside walls from being prohibited 1o being allowed subject to

criteria.
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» 3 g Change “prohibited signs™ to allow inflatable signs on weekends only

The TAC considered each request separately and recommended in favor of the changes,
which are incorporated into the draft regulations. One dissenting viewpoint was given by a
TAC member regarding the allowance of inflatable signs on weekends.

Reuvisions following leqal review: Based on the City Aftorney’s recommendation, the entire
requlfations for Subdivision Signs have been moved from Section 17 48 130 (Temporary
Signs) to Section 1748 110. This was done for the reason that not all of these signs are
categorized as temporary and could be in place for a prolonged period of time, and because
a master sign program is required

K. Vehicle Dealerships. Flags, banners and pennants are permitted on vehicle dealership
sites, provided that they comply with the following criteria:

1. On-site directional signs are allowed only to provide direction to the location of parts and
service and other uses that may occur on the site related to automobile sales.

2. Flags/banners are allowed only if they are affixed to flag poles or on-site light standards,
do not exceed 24 square feet in sign area, and are not more than 20 feet above the
ground.

3. Dealership sites are allowed no more than one in-ground flag/banner per 60 feet of
public street frontage. In-ground flag/banners may be displayed for a maximum of 60
days, and a period of 30 days must lapse before displaying another flag/banner.

4. Special Promotional Signs and Banners are allowed, subject to Section 17.48.130.G.

5. No additional temporary signage shall be permitted.

Analysis: New section. This would allow promotional banners for auto dealerships
Windshield surveys of valley regional auto dealerships show that this type of signage iIs
standard advertising display The new section was recommended for inclusion on the basis
that consistency with regional standards will ensure a level playing field between Visalia and
adjacent communities

TAC Discussion' The TAC received verbal comments and recommendations from a local
auto dealership owner The TAC favored adding regulations for auto dealerships, and
reached consensus on the language to be added

Revisions following legal review: Based on the City Attarney's recommendation, the entire
regulations for Vehicle Dealerships have been moved from Section 17 48 130 (Temporary
Signs) to Section 17 48.110. This was done for the reason that the signs are more closely
categnrized as a specific sign type

17.48.120 Downtown Retail Design District Sign Standards

Analysis: Replaces and updates VMC Section 17 48 080.G (Sign regulations for design
districts}. The current Sign Qrdinance does not include sign criteria for the Downtown Retaif
Design District, which covers a majonity of Visala's downtown retail disirict. The effective
regulations for this district are the Downtown Retail Design District Building Design Criteria
{Section A 3 Signs). which were last amended in 1996 by City Council Resolution No. 96-35
with input trom the Downtown Visalians. A majority of the sign standards prepared for the
District were written for the original Building Design Cniteria adopted in 1985 The Criteria
are not a part of the Zoning Ordinance
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The Draft Sign Ordinance regulations now include updated sign regulations for the
Downtown District using the adopted Building Design Critenia as the base document
Representatives of the Downtown Visalians business owners’ organization were heavily
engaged in the Sign Ordinance Update process and provided comments and
recommendations for the draft document

.The Draft regulations for building signage in the Downltown district are largely unchanged
from the existing standards. Prohibitions of plastic as a primary sign material and internally
fluminated signs excepting neon and halo lighting, which have Jlong been viewed as
impediments for signage in the downtown. have been removed in the draft ordinance.

The Draft regulations for display window signage and temporary signs are now the same
requlations that are applied to other commercial zones cilywide. Specific regulations for
portable signs and A-frame signs in the downtown have been updated

TAC Discussion: The review of the Downtown Dustrict standards were the focus of a single
TAC mesting held on December 18, 2014, with additional review held on January 15, 2015
The Downtown Visalia provided comments on preliminary draft regulations, and the TAC
reviewed these comments point by point and made recommendations on these comments
Strong attention was given towards regulations for portable signs and A-frame signs in the

downtown

The new subsection for portable signs in downtown is reprinted below and followed by
analysis discussion

G. Portable Signs. Portable signs, including A-frames and easels, are allowed to advertise the
location, goods or services offered on the premises. They must be made of a durable, rigid
material such as, without limitation, wood, plastic or metal and conform to the following
standards. No sign permit is required, unless a portable sign is to be placed in a public right-of-
way, in which case an encroachment permit is required.

1. Prohibitions. Portable signs are prohibited from any form of broadcasting or audio
presentation.

2. Locations Allowed. Portable signs are allowed within a front or corner side setback
area and in the public right-of-way directly in front of a business. They are not permitted
in planters, flower beds or tree wells, nor in site visibility triangles.

3. Maximum Height and Area. The portable sign, when placed in an open position must
not exceed a height of four feet from ground level to the top of the sign and be no more
than 7.5 square feet per sign face.

4. Maximum Number: one per business, which does not count against maximum allowed
sign area. They must be removed at the close of business.

5. Placement: A portable sign shall be placed so that a minimum four feet is left clear for
pedestrian passage on all sidewalks and walkways. They shall only be placed at grade
level and shall not be placed on walls, boulders, planters, vehicles, other signs or any
other type of structure.

6. City’s Right to Remove: If at any time any portion of the public right-of-way occupied
and used by the portable sign may be needed or required by the City, or the business
fails to maintain the permitted sign, it may be removed by the City.

Analysis' Replaces and updates Subsection A.31! in Buiding Design Criteria. This
subsection regulates the portable signs which are typically but not always found in front of
businesses in the downtown. Compared to the existing regulations, the draft regulations no
fonger require administrative approval by the Planning Division. Signs may be placed in the
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sidewalk but require a minimum pedestrian clearance and an Encroachment Permit if the
sign is o be placed in the public right-of-way.

TAC Discussion: Several comments from TAC members were raised. including the

placement of multiple signs on street corners and the number of signs allowed per
establishment. The TAC also received and discussed recommendations from Downtown
Visalians regarding portable signs. The TAC was also apprised by staff of risk liability
issues associated with signs in the public ro.w. The TAC came o the consensus of
allowing portable signs without requiring a permit except for an encroachment permit if in the
public ro.w. Consensus was also reached regarding maximum height, size, and placement
The TAC received public comments not in favor of allowing portable signs in the public r.o.w.

17.48.130 Temporary Signs

Analysis: New section; updates VMC Section 17.48.040 K (General provisions: banners)
and 17 48 097 (Poliical, campaign or nonprofit orgarization signs).  This section expands
heavily on the types of temporary signs permitted in the city and the standards by which
they are subject to. Banners and other promotional signs are discussed in Section
17.48.130.E Portable signs, which include A-Frame type signs, are regulated in Section
17 48 130.D. Non-profit off-site special event signs are regulated in Section 17 48 130 B.

A. General Requirements.

6.

7.

8.

Sign Area and Dimensions. Temporary signage must comply with the following limits

unless specifically modified by subsequent standards for specific types of temporary

signs in subsequent paragraphs of this section in which case the more restrictive

a) One “grand opening” sign or banner, not exceeding 60 square feet, is allowed for a
period not exceeding 60 consecutive days to announce a newly opened or reopened
establishment at the site where the banner is to be displayed and potentially display
information about promotional events, discounts or special services associated with
the grand opening. No content limitation applies to such a sign or banner. The
banner must be stretched and secured flat against the building surface and not
extend higher than the building eave or the building parapet wall. No more than one
banner is permitted per street frontage.

b) Temporary window signs that do not exceed a combined area of 40 square feet or 10
percent of the total window area, whichever is less, are allowed for a period not
exceeding 60 consecutive days. Such signs may be painted directly onto the window
in water-soluble paints or constructed of paper, wood, fabric, plastic, vinyl or similar
materials and securely adhered to, or oriented toward the street or public right-of-
way.

Material. Exterior signs have to be made of a durable material other than standard

paper.

lllumination. Temporary signs cannot be illuminated.

Analysis. This subsection provides general requirements applicable to all temporary signs
Banners are discussed in greater detail in Section 17.48 130.E.

TAC Discussion: The TAC reached consensus that banners for grand opening events may

be erected for a period of 90 days. The TAC was also in favor of the temporary window sign
regulations as 10% above the alfowance for permanent window signs as described in
Section 17.48.030.
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Revisions following legal review. Following the TAC's review and recammendation towards
the draft regulations, the City Atforney suggested that the duration for grand opening signs
and all other temporary signs have a uniform duration. Thus. the proposed regulation is 60
days
B. Non-profit Off-site Special Event Signs. A temporary sign related to social or civic events
of limited duration hosted by a non-profit organization, such as special evening or weekend
events, fairs, and other similar temporary events, may be placed on the site subject to the
following standards:

1. Maximum Number. Two per street frontage.

2. Maximum Sign Area. 16 square feet per side.

3. Location. Only allowed on private property.

4, Required Setback. If freestanding, five feet from the property line.

5. Height Limit. Six feet.

6. Duration. Special event signs shall be installed no earlier than 60 days prior to the
event with which they are associated and removed within two working days of
completion of the event.

7. Location. Special event signs may be posted on poles, stakes, and fences upon
approval by the City Planner or designee.

8. Special Event Signs within Downtown Visalia. Special event signs within the

geographic area subject to oversight by Downtown Visalians shall be referred to that
organization for review and comment. A permit for such signs may not be allowed if
they do not conform to the design principles and standards of this Chapter after
consideration of comments submitted by Downtown Visalians.

Analysis: Non-profit off-site special event signs are no longer subject to the same standards
as political signs as in the current ordinance.

The Downtown Visalians recommended introducing a program wherein organizations
seeking to hold and advertise their events downtown must file an application with the
Downtown Visalians The program would be implemented and administered strictly by
Downtown Visalians, The signs would include all off-site signs, including banners displayed
from light poles along the streets in downtown The Downtown Visaliane staff would
evaluate the applications and check against the established program for consistency

TAC Discussion: The TAC was in favor of adding a new section strictly for non-profit event
signs. - The TAC reached consensus on maximum sign area and height it  One TAC
member suggested that these types of signs shall not be permitted in Residential zones

Regarding the Downtown Visalians proposal, the TAC received written material and verbal
dialogue on the proposal and suggested that the program and application process be
integrated as part of the Special Events Commitfee application packef. The banner program
and application were not incorporated into the draft regulations.

Revisions following legal review, ‘Following the TAC s review and recommendation tcwards
the draft regulations. the City Altorney suggested that the duration for special event signs
and all other temporary signs have a uniform duration. Thus, the proposed regulation is 60

days.
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C. Political Signage. Political signage is subject to the following standards:

1.

Any such sign shall be erected not earlier than the first date for filing as a candidate
for an elected office or as a sponsor of a ballot measure and shall be removed within
15 days after the election at which the candidate or the measure is considered.

Each candidate is allowed one political sign per parcel. On residential sites, the sign
may be a maximum of 16 square feet in area and erected to a maximum height of six
feet. On commercial or vacant sites, the sign may be a maximum of 32 square feet
in area and erected to a maximum height of six feet except as provided in
Subsection (5) below.

For the purpose of this provision, "residential site" means a lot or parcel which has a
residential use or structure built on it and "commercial site"” means a lot or parcel
which has a commercial use or site on it. These terms are not intended to reflect the
zoning of the property.

Political or campaign signs may not be attached to trees, fence posts or utility poles
except on private property where written permission from the property owners has
been obtained.

Portable A-frame type signs are prohibited.

V-shaped signs (two surfaces with two edges connected and the other two edges
spread apart so that the faces read from different directions) are permitted subject to
the criteria that they are supported with a maximum of three posts placed with an
interior angle of not more than 90 degrees.

No political or campaign signs shall be attached and erected on public property or
within the public right-of-way and shall not ebstruct sight line visibility at intersections.
In cases where political or campaign signs are not removed within the specified time
period, the City Planning Department shall cause to be removed those signs which
remain and the cost and expense of such activity shall be paid by the candidate.

Analysis' Poliical sign regulations were carried over from the existing Sign Ordinance.

TAC Discussion: No discussion
Revisions following leqal review: The City Attorney suggested that the duration for political

signs not have an arbitrary time limit.  Thus, the duration for erecting and removing signs
has been changed to be associated with specific events.

D. Portable Signs. Portable signs are allowed in Commercial Zones and for public assembly

uses, subject to the following standards.

1.
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Relation to Associated Business. Portable signs may be located a maximum of
300 feet away from the business though still within the development site with
property owner authorization.

Maximum Number. Each business establishment shall not have more than one
portable sign.

Maximum Size and Sign Area. The portabie sign, when placed in an open position,
must not exceed a height of four feet above the ground level, to the top of the sign,
nor have a maximum sign area greater than 7.5 square feet.

Placement. The portable signs shall be placed on private property on the same lot
as the establishment that quaiifies for such sign and, with an encroachment permit,
may be placed in the public right of way in front of the associated use or on the
nearest sidewalk provided a four-foot wide pedestrian clear zone is maintained.
They must be a minimum of seven feet from the back of the curb, or edge of
pavement where no curb exists.



5.
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Prohibited Locations. Portable signs shall not be located:

In medians;

Across any street from the business being advertised;

In parking aisles or stalls;

In driving lanes or any public right-of-way;

On multi-use trails or sidewalks if they would block a four-foot wide pedestrian

clear zone;

At any location where they would block pedestrian access;

Within 100 feet on either side, or in front of a monument sign;

Within 20 feet from any other portable sign; and

Within 30 feet from a shopping center access drive or street intersection.
Hours for Display. Portable signs are permitted during the hours a business is open
for business and one-half hour before opening and one-half hour after closing. They
must be removed during hours when the establishment is not open to the public.
They also shall not be displayed after the event with which they are associated is

over.

Analysis: New section regarding portable signs, which include A-frame signs.
TAC Discussion' The TAC was in favor of the new section for portable signs Consensus

was reached regarding one sign per business as opposed {0 one sign per building
Revisions following legal review. The City Attorney suggested fo consistently use the ferm

“portable sign” rather than switch hack and forth between “portable sign™ and “A-frame sign”
A-frame signs are defined in the Definitions section as a type of portahle sign

E. Special Promotional Signs and Banners. Special promotional signs, such as air-inflated
signs, balloons, inflatable signs, feather signs, strings of ornamental fringes, streamers, and
similar signs, and banners, are allowed for establishments within non-residential districts,

subject to the following standards:

1.

Maximum Number. One promotional sign and one banner is allowed per street
frontage. Where a building has a street frontage exceeding 75 lineal feet, one
promotional sign and one banner is allowed for each 75-foot segment of street
frontage.

Maximum Size. The total area for promotional signs and banners on a site shall not
exceed 60 square feet.

Maximum Height. Promotional signs and banners shall not be extend above the
roofline or the parapet of a wall.

Maximum Duration. No promotional sign or banner shall be displayed for more
than 60 days and a period of 30 days must lapse before displaying another
promotional sign or banner. On a calendar year basis, promotional signs and
banners shall not be displayed for more than four 60-day periods.

Allowable Locations. Special promotional signs and banners are only allowed on
sites where permanent signs are allowed.

Analysis: Expanded section regarding banners, which includes other attention-getting
devices such as inflatable signs.

TAC Discussion' The TAC reached consensus in allowiny one promotional sign and one

banner per a certain amount of linear frontage possessed by the building. A figure of 756
Iineal feet was used for the Draff. The TAC also reached consensus on the duration of 4
periods allowed per year, no minimum separation, and applying the same rules downtown.
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Revisions following legal review: Following the TAC's review and recommendation towards
the draft requlations, the City Attorney suggested that the duration for grand opening signs
and all other temporary signs have a uniform duration. Thus, the proposed regulation is 60
days.

17.48.140 Master Sign Program
Analysis: New section This new Section establishes requirements for sign programs to
be considered after the effective date of the updated Sign Ordinance. The intent of this
program is lo encourage a cohesive sign program, including design. placement,
focation, and size. This Section also provides the application requirements and required
Planning Commussion findings. No discussion by TAC

17.48.150 Variances and Exceptions

Analysis: Replaces VMC Section 17.45 110 (Variance and exceptions) This Section has
been carried over without any change to the code. It outlines the procedures and findings
required fo grant a variance or exception to a regulation prescribed by the Sign Ordinance
No discussion by TAC

17.48.160 Nonconforming Signs

Analysis. Replaces and updates VMC Section 17 48 100 (Nonconforming signs). This
Section elaborates on the existing regulations. A purpose for the section is added, which
calls for reducing the number of signs that do not conform to the revised regulations and
providing for the eventual removal of nonconforming signs. As with the existing code, a
sign is considered to be abandoned after 30 days or if the use has been discontinued for
a continuous period of 30 days. No discussion by TAC

17.48.170 Maintenance, Abandonment, and Enforcement

Analysis' New section.” This Section elaborates on basic maintenance requirements,
mandating the removal of graffiti and deteriorated signs. If allows the City to remove
hazardous signs and pass the costs to the building owner. No discussion by TAC.

17.48.180 Definitions

Analysis Replaces and updates VMC Section 17.48.020 (Definitions). This Section has
been relocated from the beginning of the Chapter to the end All definitions have been
updated to reflect the revised terminology and signage language used in this Chapfter.
To avoid the possibility of conflicts between different Chapters of the Zoning Code, most
of the definitions in this Section do nol duplicate any terms and definitions used
elsewhere. The Definitions section of the Sign Ordinance is intended fo clarify the
meanings of terms in the Sign Ordinance and to revise provisions that are outdated or
eliminated in the revised Chapter. The intent is not nor should it be construed as
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providing regulation on any particular aspect on the Sign Ordinance. No discussion by
TAC.

Ravisions ' following leqal review~ The Crly Atiornéy recommended removing definitions
which were not referenced anywhere in the regulalions.

The definition for Digttal Display was revised fo remove reference to signs presenting the
"appearancs. of moton” which is already prohibited through the slandards for. slecirenic
sIgns.
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RESOLUTION NO. 2015-13

RESOLUTION OF THE VISALIA PLANNING COMMISSION
RECOMMENDING APPROVAL OF ZONING ORDINANCE TEXT AMENDMENT NO.
2015-05: A REQUEST BY THE CITY OF VISALIA TO REPEAL CHAPTER
17.48 (SIGNS) OF THE VISALIA MUNICIPAL CODE TITLE 17 (ZONING
ORDINANCE) AND ADOPT A NEW CHAPTER 17.48 OF THE VISALIA
MUNICIPAL CODE PERTAINING TO SIGN REGULATIONS.

WHEREAS, Zoning Ordinance Text Amendment No. 2015-05, is a request by
the City of Visalia to repeal Chapter 17.48 (Signs) of the Visalia Municipal Code Title 17
(Zoning Ordinance) and adopt a new Chapter 17.48 of the Visalia Municipal Code
pertaining to sign regulations; and

WHEREAS, Title 17, Chapter 17.48 of the Visalia Municipal Code sets forth
certain regulations regarding signs; and

WHEREAS, the City Council of the City of Visalia has directed that the Sign
Ordinance be comprehensively updated, for reasons including to address the
Ordinance’s shortcomings in addressing current issues and enforcement and in
addressing case law issues in current ordinance language; and

WHEREAS, a Technical Advisory Committee was assembled to help identify
issues in the Ordinance and to provide recommendations on regulations during the
update, and in the course of six meetings — each of which included opportunity for
public comment — the Committee developed a set of recommendations for a draft

ordinance; and

WHEREAS, the Planning Commission of the City of Visalia, after duly published
notice, held a public hearing before said Commission on March 23, 2015, to consider
the adoption of the new sign regulations; and

WHEREAS, the Planning Commission of the City of Visalia finds Zone
Ordinance Text Amendment No. 2015-03 to be in accordance with Section 17.44.070 of
the Zoning Ordinance of the City of Visalia based on the evidence contained in the staff
report and testimony presented at the public hearing; and

WHEREAS, the Planning Commission finds the project to be Categorically
Exempt consistent with the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) and City of
Visalia Environmental Guidelines.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the project is exempt from further
environmental review pursuant to CEQA Section 15061(b)}3) of the CEQA Guidelines
and is also categorically exempt pursuant to Section 15305 of the CEQA Guidelines.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Planning Commission of the City of Visalia

recommends approval of Zone Ordinance Text Amendment No. 2015-05 based on the
following specific findings and evidence presented:
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1. That the proposed Zoning Ordinance Text Amendment is consistent with the
intent of the General Plan, and is not detrimental to the public health, safety, or
welfare, or materially injurious to properties or improvements in the vicinity.

2. That the proposed Zoning Ordinance Text Amendment is not inconsistent with
any other Element of the General Plan.

3. That the project is Categorically Exempt from environmental review under
California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) Guidelines pursuant to CEQA
Guidelines Section 15061(b)(3) (no significant effect on the environment) and is
also categorically exempt pursuant to CEQA Guidelines Section 15305, and
Notice of Exemption No. 2015-17 has been prepared for this project.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Planning Commission of the City of
Visalia recommends approval of the Zoning Ordinance Text Amendment No. 2015-03
as provided in Exhibit “B”, in accordance with the terms of this resolution and under the
provisions of Section 17.44.070 of the Ordinance Code of the City of Visalia.
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The existing regulations in Title 17, Chapter 17.48 of the Visalia Municipal Code is

EXHIBIT “B”

repealed in its entirety, and is replaced by the regulations as follows:

Chapter 17.48 Signs

Sections:

17.48.010
17.48.020
17.48.030
17.48.040
17.48.050
17.48.060
17.48.070
17.48.080
17.48.090
17.48.100
17.48.110
17.48.120
17.48.130
17.48.140
17.48.150
17.48.160
17.48.170
17.48.180

Purpose

Applicability

Exempt Signs

Prohibited Signs

Permits Required

Sign Design Principles

Rules for Sign Measurement

General Sign Standards

Sign Standards for Agricultural and Residential Zones
Sign Standards for Other Zones

Standards for Specific Sign Types

Downtown Retail Design District Sign Standards

Temporary Signs

Master Sign Program

Variances and Exceptions

Nonconforming Signs

Maintenance, Abandonment, and Enforcement

Definitions

17.48.010 Purpose

The purpose of this Chapter is to regulate signs as an information system that preserves and
enhances the aesthetic character and environmental values of Visalia, its residential
neighborhoods, its Downtown, and commercial/industrial areas, while also providing an
effective means for members of the public to express themselves through the display of signs.
These regulations recognize the importance of business activity to the economic vitality of the
City as well as the need to protect the visual environment. Specifically, these regulations are
intended to implement the General Plan and:
A. Provide minimum standards to safeguard life, health, property, public welfare, and traffic
safety by controlling the design, quality of materials, construction, illumination, size,
location and maintenance of signs and sign structures;

B. Preserve and enhance the visual attractiveness of the City for residents, businesses,
and visitors;
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Protect and enhance property values and community appearance by encouraging signs
that are compatible with the architectural style, character, and scale of the buiiding to
which they relate and with adjacent buildings and businesses;

Restrict signs that may create visual clutter or a nuisance to nearby properties, violate
privacy, create hazards or unreasonable distractions for pedestrians and drivers;

Provide adequate opportunity for the exercise of the free speech by display of a
message or image on a sign, while balancing that opportunity with other community and
public interests;

Ensure that commercial signs are accessory or auxiliary to a principal business or
establishment on the same premises, rather than functioning as general advertising for

hire; and

Prohibit signs that may cause traffic or pedestrian safety hazards or interfere with
ingress and egress.

17.48.020 Applicability

This Chapter regulates signs that are located or mounted on private property within the
jurisdictional boundaries of Visalia. The provisions in this Chapter apply in alt Zoning Disfricts
within the City. No sign within the regulatory scope of this Chapter shall be erected or
maintained anywhere in the City except in conformity with this Chapter.

17.48.030 Exempt Signs

The following signs are exempt from the permit requirements of this Chapter and do not count
toward the total sign area limit for a site, provided that they conform to applicable standards:

A.

Address Signs. One nameplate, not exceeding two square feet in area, containing the
name and address of the occupant.

Barber Poles. Barber poles, not exceeding 18 inches in height, located on a commercial
property and containing no lettering.

Change of Business Signs. A temporary attachment or covering of wood, plastic, or
canvas over a permanent sign indicating a change of ownership or activity may be
displayed for no longer than 60 days following the change of ownership or activity for
which the sign is intended. The sign must be no larger than the previously permitted
permanent sigh.

Commemorative Signs. Commemorative plaques, memorial signs or tablets, or signs
indicating names of buildings and dates of building erection, either attached to or cut
into the surfaces of buildings, provided that no such sign exceeds three square feet in
area. Plaques commemorating the site of a historical event, the residence or workplace
of a historical figure, or a building whose architectural or historical character is
recognized by the City, State, or federal government. Plaques shall not exceed three
square feet in area.

Commercial Displays On Vehicles. Signs onh vehicles may be displayed, provided that:

1. The message pertains to the establishment of which the vehicle is an instrument
or tool; and
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2. The message does not utilize changeable copy or special illumination.

Construction Signs. A sign related to construction or landscaping work and related
financing of such work may be placed upon a site where a building is being constructed
or remodeled, or the landscaping is being replaced, subject to the following standards.

1. Maximum Sign Area. Construction signs shall be no more than:
a. Four square feet in Agricultural and Residential Districts; and
b. 32 square feet in non-residential districts.

2. Duration. Construction signs may be installed up to 60 days before commencing
construction and must be removed at the time that construction of the project is
completed.

Decorations. Holiday and cultural observance decorations on private property.
Decorations cannot include commercial advertising. This exemption includes strings of
lights associated with a holiday decoration.

Equipment Signs. Signs incorporated into permitted displays, machinery, or equipment
by a manufacturer, distributor, or vendor and identifying or advertising only the product
or service dispensers by the machine or equipment, such as fuel pumps at gas stations.

Flags. Flags of a governmental entity or a civic, philanthropic, educational, or religious
organization may be erected and located in accordance with the following standards:

1. Location. Flagpoles must not be located within any required side yard setbacks.

2. Maximum Flagpole Height. If a flag is on a flag pole, the pole height must not
exceed 30 feet or the distance from the base of the pole to the closest lot line
plus two feet, whichever is less.

3. Maximum Size. The maximum individual flag area on a lot is 24 square feet in R
districts and 32 square feet in all other districts.

Pennant banner flags and streamers are not included in this exemption and are
regulated under Section 17.48.130, Temporary Signs.

Garage Sale Signs. One sign not exceeding two feet by two feet in size may be posted
on the property where the sale is being held during the duration of the sale only. No
signs regarding such sale shall be posted on any property other than where the sale is
held.

Government Signs. Official notices issued by a court, public body or office and posted in
the performance of a public duty; notices posted by a utility or other quasi-public
agency, signs erected by a governmental body to direct or regulate pedestrian or
vehicular traffic, noncommercial bus stop signs erected by a public transit agency, or
other signs required or authorized by law. This exemption also covers signs and
banners for special civic events sponsored by the City, which may be displayed in public
rights of way.

Incidental Business Sign. A small sign or decal that indicates incidental business
information about the conduct of the business, such as credit cards accepted, trading
stamps offered, trade affiliations, and similar matters.
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Informational Signs. Non-commercial informational signs located wholly on private
property, not exceeding two square feet in area, erecied for the convenience of the
public, such as signs identifying restrooms, public telephones, walkways, and similar
features or facilities.

Interior Signs. Signs that are located entirely within a building or enclosed structure and
not visible from the public right of way.

Manufacturers Marks. Marks on consumer or industrial products, which are integral to
the product and identify the maker, seller, provider or product and which customarily
remain to the product after the sale.

Menu Display Boards. Menu displays that are mounted on a wall or window near the
main entrance of establishments serving food. Menu displays are limited to four square
feet in area. This exemption does not apply to stand-aione menu boards in drive-
through establishments.

Mobile Vendor Signs. Signs and menu display boards fixed to mobile vending carts or
food trucks that identify or advertise the name, product, or service provided by the
vendor. Each mobile vending cart or food truck is limited to a maximum of eight square
feet of sign area, plus a menu display board.

FIGURE 17.48.030(Q): MOBILE VENDOR SIGNS
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Newspaper Stands. Signs that are part of newspaper stands provided the sign area
does not exceed four square feet.

Portable Signs. A-frame signs and other portable signs that conform to the standards of
this Chapter.

Public Carrier Graphics. Graphic images mounted on carrier vehicles such as buses,
taxicabs, and limousines that legally pass through the City.

Small Service Signs. Small signs, not exceeding four square feet in size, identifying a
service provided to a site, such as security, landscaping or roofing, as well as
membership logo stickers.

Sponsorship Signs and Banners. One sponsorship sign or banner for each sponsor or
one sign or banner for all sponsors, which sponsor and contribute to civic activities upon
public or private premises, not to exceed 18 square feet in area, is permitted for a period
not fo exceed one year preceding the event. Such sign or banner must be removed

Resolution No. 2015-13



within 15 days after the event or the sporting season. All sponsorship signs banners
must meet material specifications established by the City and may be restricted to
locations approved by the City Council.

W.  Time and Temperature Devices. Time and temperature devices, not taller in height than
permitted signs or larger than 12 square feet, located wholly on private property and
bearing no commercial message.

X. Vehicle Insignia. License plaies, license plate frames, registration insignia and other
messages affixed v vehicles that advertise, identify, or provide direction to a use or
activity not related to making deliveries or sales of merchandise or messages relating to
the proposed sale, lease or exchange of the vehicle. This includes vehicies making
deliveries as a regular part of their business (U.S. Postal Service, U.P.S., etc.). The total
area of such exempt signage must not exceed one square foot per lineal foot of length
of the vehicle or watercraft.

Y. Window Signs. Window signs, subject to the following standards:

1. Surface Area. No more than 30 percent of the aggregate window area on a
single window for permanent signage; up to 10 percent of the aggregate window
area may be used for temporary window signage that conforms to the standards
of Section 17.48.130(A).

2. Transparency. A minimum of 70 percent of the window shall be transparent and
free of signage features. Any permanent sign either hung or within two feet of a
window or attached to a display located within two feet of a window is considered
a window sign.

2 Interior electronic signs and digital displays. Interior digital displays, within two
feet of a window, are allowed provided they are no larger than 30 percent of the
aggregate allowable window area for permanent signage.

FIGURE 17.48.030(Y}): WINDOW SIGNS

| (o | =
AP P HARCP doPE™| | e e e = R [ . S
| | Semates g 5 b Tz, proinenant sian srear S0 of
| ’ £ H 1| S | zggraents vingov sres on wal]
| ! : H :
i 1 b | i~ M. Y% of winidowy ohall be
: ! :
T e ) | | irze: ©f apne foatures

17.48.040 Prohibited Signs

Unless expressly allowed by another Section of this Chapter or other applicable law, the

following signs, locations, and materials are prohibited:

A Animated or Moving Signs. Animated, flashing, blinking, reflecting, revolving, or other
similar sign with visibly moving or rotating parts or visible mechanical movement of any
kind, unless expressly permitted under this Chapter. This prohibition does not apply to
signs using digital display technology, such as LED (light emitting diodes) or functionally
equivalent display methods, which are permitted, subject to the regulations of this
Chapter.
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Banners, Balloons, Inflatable Signs, Streamers, Pennants and Other Attention-Getting
Devices. Banners, balloons, inflatabie signs, streamers, pennants and other attention-
getting devises, made of light-weight fabric or similar material, designed to rotate or
move with the wind or activated by forced air, that direct, promote, or that are otherwise
designed to attract attention for outdoor advertising purposes are prohibited in all zoning
districts, unless permitted as a Temporary Sign under subsection 17.48.130.E.

General Advertising (for Hire). Temporary or hand-held signs that publicize or promote
other businesses or causes using methods of advertising (in contrast to self-promotion,
on-site sales, or on-site advertising). General advertising is also known as advertising

for hire.

Mobile Billboards. The City prohibits any person to conduct, or cause to be conducted,
any mobile billboard advertising upon any street, or other public place within the City in
which the public has the right of travel. The purpose of this prohibition is to eliminate
mobile billboard advertising within the City in order to reduce fraffic congestion, promote
the safe movement of vehicular traffic, to reduce air pollution, and to improve the
aesthetic appearance of the City. This prohibition does not apply to signage on a
licensed commercial vehicle that is related to the goods or services provided by the
vehicle owner or operator and to public transit/public carrier graphics on properly
licensed buses and taxicabs.

FIGURE 17.48.040(D): MOBILE BILLBOARDS
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Murals. Murals which contain advertising copy or function as advertising. Murals
without advertising copy must be approved by the City Council under the provisions of
the City’s adopted mural policy.

Outdoor Advertising Displays (“Biliboards”). Signs that display outdoor advertising for
hire are prohibited in all zones.

Roof Signs. Roof signs, including signs mounted or painted on roofs, except those
painted on a flat roof and not visible from the public right of way.

FIGURE 17.48.040(G): ROOF SIGNS
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Search Lights and Klieg Lights. Search and Kiieg lighis when used as attention
attracting devises for commercial uses. They may be allowed with a temporary
conditional use permit for special events.

Signs in the Public Right-of-Way without an Encroachment
Permif. Other than government signage, no sign can be placed in the public right-of-
way in median strips or islands, sidewalks, on street trees or retaining walls, on bridges,
public benches, traffic signals, public fences, street poles, utility poles and equipment,
street lighting, traffic signs, or within a railroad right-of-way, unless it has be authorized
by an encroachment permit issued by the City.

Signs on Doors, Windows, or Fire Escapes. Signs shall not be located or installed on
any door, window, or fire escape that will prevent free ingress or egress. No sign shall
be attached to any standpipe or fire escape, except those required by other codes.

Signs that Create a Traffic Hazard or Affect Pedestrian Safety. Signs located in such a
manner as to constitute a safety hazard or to impede the public use of the public right of
way. These signs include but are not limited to:

1. Signs located in such a manner as to constitute a traffic hazard or obstruct the
view of traffic or any authorized traffic sign or signal device.

2. Signs that may create confusion with any authorized traffic sign, signal, or traffic
control device because their color, design, illumination, location or wording, or
use of any phrase, symbol, or character which interferes with, misleads, or
confuses vehicular drivers in their use of roads or conflicts with any traffic control
sign or device.

3. Signs within five feet of a fire hydrant, street sign, or traffic signal.

4. Signs erected at or near the intersections of public and/or private rights-of-way in
such a manner as to create a safety hazard by obstructing clear view of
pedestrian and vehicular traffic.

Signs that Produce Noise or Emissions. Signs that produce visible smoke, vapor,
particies, odor, noise, or sounds that can be heard at the property line, excluding voice
units at menu boards and devices for servicing customers from their vehicles, such as
drive up windows at banks or pharmacies, provided these latter units comply with the
standards of the City's Noise Ordinance.

Snipe Signs. Signs tacked, nailed, posted, pasted, glued, or otherwise attached to trees,
poles, stakes, fences, frailers, temporary construction barriers or other supporting
structures.

17.48.050 Permits Required

A

Sign Permit Required. No sign shall be erected, altered, reconstructed or relocated
without a sign permit. A permit is not required for ordinary maintenance and repairs to
signs and for portable signs on private property that conform to the standards of this
Chapter. The Planning Department will review all applications for sign permits for
consistency with this Chapter.
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Encroachment Permit. Signs that project over or extend into a public sireet or sidewalk
shall be subject to Encroachment Permit approval by the Public Works Department
pursuant to the provisions of Chapter 12 of the Municipal Code.

Conditional Use Permit Required. A Conditional Use Permit, issued pursuant to Chapter
17.38 of the Visalia Municipal Code, is required for Master Sign Programs (see
paragraph E below) and electronic signs, excluding interior electronic signs and digital
displays that are regulated as window signs and are exempt from permit requirements.

Owner's Consent Required. Consent of the property owner or business ocwner is
required before any sign may be displayed on any real or personal property in the City.

Master Sign Program. A Master Sign Program, prepared pursuant to Section
17.48.130, is required for the following projects:

1. New or remodeled non-residential or mixed used projects on a site of five or
more acres; and

2. Any development in the BRP zone.

17.48.060 sign Design Principles

The following sign design principles should be used as criteria for review and approval of sign
permits and Master Sign Programs.

A

Architectural Compatibility. A sign, including its supporting structure, if any, should be
designed as an integral design element of a building’s architecture and be architecturally
compatible, including color and scale, with any building to which the sign is to be
attached and with surrounding structures. A sign that covers a window or that spills over
“natural” boundaries or architectural features and obliterates parts of upper floors of
buildings is detrimental to visual order and will not be permitted. Common indicators of
compatibility include:

1. Quality sign design and construction;
2. Proportional size and scale; and
3. Use of materials, shapes and colors that compliement the building's architectural

style and the surrounding environment.

Legibility. The size and proportion of the elements of the sign’s message, including
logos, letters, icons and other graphic images, should be selected based on the average
distance and average travel speed of the viewer. Sign messages oriented towards
pedestrians may be smaller than those oriented towards automobile drivers. Colors
chosen for the sign text and/or graphics should have sufficient contrast with the sign
background in order to be easily read during both day and night. Symbols and logos can
be used in place of words. Substantial contrast should be provided between the color
and materials of the background and the letters or symbols to make the sign easier to
read in both day and night.

Readability. A sign message should be easily recognized and designed in a clear,

unambiguous and concise manner, so that a viewer can understand or make sense of
what appears on the sign.
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D. Visibility. A sign should be conspicuous and readily distinguishable from iis surroundings
s0 a viewer can easily see the information it communicates.

E. Placement. Often, a building’s architectural details create logical places for signage.
Signs should not cover or interrupt architectural details or ornaments of a building’s
fagade. On buildings with a monolithic or piain fagade, signs can establish or continue
appropriate design rhythm, scale and proportion. Well-designed and well-located retail
signs create visual intsrest and continuity with other storefronts on the same or adjacent
buildings. Signs should not obstruct windows or doors.

17.48.070 Rules for Sign Measurement
A Calculation of Sign Area. The area of an individual sign must be calculated as follows:

1.

Single-Faced Signs. Sign area includes the entire area within a single continuous
perimeter composed of squares or rectangles that enclose the extreme limits of
all sign elements, including, but not limited to, sign structures or borders, written
copy, logos, symbols, illustrations, and color. Supporting structures such as sign
bases and columns are not included in sign area provided that they contain no
lettering or graphics except for addresses or required tags. The calculation of
sign area for various types of single-faced signs is illustrated in Figure
17.48.070(A)(2).

Double-Faced Signs. Where two faces of a double-faced sign are located two
feet or less from one another at all points, or located at an interior angle of 45
degrees or less from one another, the sign area must be computed as the area
of one face. Where the two faces are not equal in size, the larger sign face will
be used. Where two faces of a double-faced sign are located more than two feet
or 45 degrees from one another, both sign faces will be counted toward sign
area. See Figure 17.48.070(A)(3).
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FIGURE 17.48.070(A)(2): MEASUREMENT OF SIGN AREA
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Multi-Faced Signs. On a three-faced sign, where at least one interior angle is 45
degrees or less, the area of two faces (the largest and smallest face) must be
summed to determine sign area. In all other situations involving a sign with three

or more sides, sign area will be calculated as the sum of all faces.
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FIGURE 17.48.070(A)(3): MEASUREMENT OF MULTI-FACED SIGNS
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4, Three-Dimensional Signs. Signs that consist of, or have attached to them, one or

more three-dimensional objects (i.e., balls, cubes, clusters of objects, sculpture,
or statue-like trademarks), may have a sign area that is the sum of two adjacent
sides of the smallest cube that will encompass the sign. See Figure
17.48.070(A)X4).

FIGURE 17.48.070(A)(4): MEASUREMENT OF 3-DIMENSIONAL SIGNS
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Calculation of Lot Frontage. If a lot fronts on two streets, both frontages may be used for
calculating the allowable sign area. On lots with three or more frontages on a public
street, the length of only two contiguous sides shall be added together to determine
allowable sign area.

Measuring Sign Height. The height of a sign is the vertical distance measured from the
ground level directly beneath the sign to the highest point at the top of the sign,
including any structural or architectural components of the sign. The ground level shall
be either the natural grade or finished grade, whichever is lowest.

1. Height of Freestanding Signs. The height of freestanding signs shall be
measured as the vertical distance from grade at the edge of the right-of-way
along which a sign is placed to the highest point of the sign, including any
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structural or architectural components of the sign. When the grade st the edgs of
the right-of-way is higher than the site on which the sign is placed, that portion of
the sign below the grade at the edge of the right-of-way shall not be included in
determining the sign's overall height. Signs oriented towards a freeway shall be
measured from the project site grade or pad, whichever is lower.

Measuring Sign Clearance. Sign clearance shall be measured as the smallest vertical
distance between finished grade and the lowest point of the sign, including any
framework or other embellishments.

Building Frontage. Building frontage is the buiiding facade that directly abuts a public
street, private street, parking lot driveway, or parking spaces in which main customer
access is provided to the business. A building’s frontage is considered continuous if
projections or recesses in a building wall do not exceed 10 feet in any direction. For
buildings with two or more frontages, the length of the wall and allowable sign area shall
be calculated separately for each building frontage.

17.48.080 General Sign Standards

A

Message Neutrality. It is the City's policy to regulate signs in a constitutional manner that
is content neutral as to noncommercial messages which are within the protections of the
First Amendment to the U.S. Constitution and the corollary provisions of the California
Constitution.

Maximum Sign Area. The maximum allowable, permittable sign area for permanent
signs, exclusive of area of exempt signs, is based on the Zoning District in which the
sign is located and the type of sign to be installed. These standards are established in
subsequent Sections of this Chapter.

Message Substitution. A noncommercial message of any type may be substituted, in
whole or in part, for any duly permitted commercial message, and any on-site
noncommercial message may be substituted, in whole or in part, for any other on-site
noncommercial message.

1. No Additional Approval. Such substitution of message may be made without any
additional approvals. The purpose of this Section is to prevent any inadvertent
favoring of commercial speech over noncommercial speech, or favoring of any
particular noncommercial message over any other noncommercial message.

2. Limitations. This message substitution provision does not: 1) create a right to
increase the total amount of signage on a parcel, lot or land use; 2) affect the
requirement that a sign structure or mounting device be properly permitted; 3)
allow a change in the physical structure of a sign or its mounting device; or 4)
authorize the substitution of an off-site commercial message in place of an on-
site commercial message or in place of a noncommercial message.

Changeable Copy. Non-electronic changeable copy shall represent no more than 20
percent of the total allowable sign area, except for the following uses which are allowed
up to 75 percent of the maximum allowable sign area to be changeable copy: all public
and civic uses, indoor theaters, other public assembly uses, and fuel price signs. Copy
shall not be changed more than once every 24 hours.

Electronic Copy.
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Location. Electronic copy is aliowed as a display medium wherever monument
signs are allowed, but not in the Downtown Retail District. A Conditiona! Use
Permit, issued pursuant to Chapter 17.38 of the Visalia Municipal Code, is
required for the installation of any electronic sign except an interior electronic
sign or digital display, which are regulated as window signs.

Physical Standards.
a. The sign display face must be directed in a manner that is not visible
from the front or side yards oi residential properties iocated in a

residential zone district.

b. Electronic display faces must be an integral part of the remainder of the
sign area.

Operational Standards.

a. Electronic display shall be limited to no more than 30 lumens output,
measured at 10 feet from the sign face.

b. No portion of the electronic display (either sign copy or pictures) shall
change more frequently than once every six seconds.

C. No audible output from any portion of the sign shall be permitted.

d. Electronic signs shall be operative only during the hours of operation of

the associated business.

e Sign copy or electronic picture displays shall be limited to advertising
related to the use(s) on the property for which the monument sign is
located, except for message substitution, as allowed in Section
17.48.080 D.

f, No change of lighting intensity may occur during a display or between
displays except to respond to a change in ambient lighting conditions.

g. No display shall create a potential distraction to drivers by virtue of the
frequency of changes of images (i.e. the time between images
expressed in seconds), and the Planning Commission may impose
limitations on the number of images that can be displayed over a
specified time period for reasons of traffic safety.

llumination. The illumination of signs, from either an internal or external source, must be
designed to avoid negative impacts on surrounding rights-of-way and properties. The
following standards apply to all iluminated signs:

1.

Light Intensity. Sign lighting must not be of an intensity or brightness that will
create a nuisance for residential buildings in a direct line of sight to the sign.

Shielding Required. External light sources must be directed, shielded, and
filtered to limit direct illumination of any object other than the sign, according to
Table 17.48.080.F.2 below.
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TABLE 17.48.080 i 2. REQAREMENTS

FOR SHIELDING AND FILTERING

Fixture Lamp Type Shielding Requirad | Filienng Reqguired
Low Pressure Sodium’ None None
High Pressure Sodium Fully None
Metal Halide Fully Yes*
Fluorescent Fuliy’ Yes?
Quartz’ Fuily None
Incandescent Greater than 100W Fully None
Incandescent 100W or less None None
LED Fully None
Mercury Vapor Not permitted.

Fossil Fuel None None
Glass Tubes filled with neon, argon, or | None None
krypton

Other Sources As approved by the Director.

1. This is the preferred light source to minimize undesirable light into the night sky
affecting astronomical observations.

2. Warm white natural lamps are preferred to minimize detrimental effects.

3. For the purposes of this article, quartz lamps are not considered an incandescent
light source.

4. Most glass, acrylic, or translucent enclosures satisfy these filter requirements.

5. Outdoor signs constructed of translucent materials and wholly illuminated from within
do not require shielding.

3. Energy Conservation. Light sources shall be hard-wired fiuorescent or compact
florescent lamps, or other lighting technology that is of equal or greater energy
efficiency. Incandescent lamps are prohibited, except when used in signs of
historic character as part of the architectural design.

4. Light Sources Adjacent to Residential Areas. llluminated signs located adjacent
to any residential area shall be controlied by a rheostat or other acceptable
method to reduce glare that will create a nuisance for residential buiidings in a
direct line of sight to the sign.

Materials. Signs shall be made of sturdy, durable materials. Paper, cardboard, or other
material subject to rapid deterioration can only be used for signs that comply with
applicable requirements for Temporary Signs in Section 17.48.130. Fabric signs are
restricted to Awnings, Canopies, and Temporary Signs.

Mounting Required. All permanent signs shall be firmly anchored and comply with all
requirements for public safety and codes.

Minimum Clearance from Utilities. Signs and their supporting structures shall maintain
clearance from and not interfere with electrical conductors, communications equipment,
or lines, underground facilities and conduits.

Concealed Electrical Systems. External conduits, boxes, and other connections related

to the function of a sign and associated lighting shall not be exposed. A switch
disconnecting each circuit shall be placed in plain sight and near the inspection opening.

Resolution No. 2015-13



17.48.090 sign Standards for Agiicuitural and Residential Zones

A

Purpose and Applicability. This Section establishes standards for non-exempt signs
associated with specific types of [and use in Agricultural and Residential zones. Unless
otherwise specified below, each sign type also is subject to the standards established in
Section 17.48.120, Standards for Specific Sign Types.

Commercial Signs Prohibited for Residential Zones. Unless otherwise allowed or
exempted by this Chapter, signs displaying a commercial message are prohibited in
Recidential Zones.

Sign Area Allowed for Noncommercial Signs in Residential Zones. The basic sign area
allowance for all signs containing noncommercial messages on a lot in Agricultural and
Residential Zones, excluding exempt signs or signs otherwise allowed by this Chapter,
is 16 square feet.

1. Sign Types. Signs may be freestanding signs, window signs, or wall-mounted
signs.
2. Location. Signs may be posted or displayed from the yard, window, door,

balcony, or outside wall of a buiiding.

3. Maximum Height. Six feet for freestanding signs. Wall signs must not be more
than 12 feet above grade.

4. Maximum Number. One freestanding sign and one wall sign.

Agricultural Operations. Signs for agriculturat operations conducted in Agricultural Zones
may be erected subject to the following standards:

1. Maximum Number of Signs. One sign per street frontage, which may be either a
freestanding sign or a wall sign.

2. Location. Signs shall be setback a minimum of five feet from the public right-of-
way.
3. Maximum Sign Area per Sign. 32 square feet.

4. Maximum Height. Six feet.

5. Copy. Signs shall display only the name of the operation, directions to its
location, slogan (if any), and products sold or raised on the premises.

Public and Quasi-Public Uses. Signs for Public and Quasi-Public Uses (those listed as
permitted and conditional in Chapter 17.52 of the Visalia Municipal Code) in Residential
Zones may be erecied subject to the following standards:

1. Maximum Number of Signs: One freestanding sign and one wall sign.

2. Maximum Sign Area per Sign: Freestanding signs shall not be more than 32
square feet in area. Wall signs shall not be more than 24 square feet in area.

3. Maximum Sign Height. Freestanding signs shall not be more than 6 feet in

height above grade. Wall mounted signs shall not be more than 12 feet in height
above grade.

Resolution No. 2015-13



4, Setback, Freestanding Signs: Freestanding signs shall be sethack a2 minimum of
10 feet from the public right-of-way.

5. Hlumination: Signs may be internally iluminated.

FIGURE 17.48.090(D): PUBLIC AND QUASI-PUBLIC USES
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Entrance Signs. Entrance signs for residential areas with more than 10 residential
parcels or multi-family development apartment or condominium units shall be permitted
to have identifying signage for the development subject to the following standards:
1. Maximum Number: Two signs per entrance.
Maximum Sign Face per Sign: 20 square feet.

2

3 Maximum Height: Six feet.

4 Maximum Projection: 12 inches from sign surface.
5

Location: Identifying signs may be attached to a wall, fence, or project
identification feature located at or within 100 feet of the entrance to a
development.

Copy and Graphics: Limited to the name and address of the development.

7. lllumination. Entrance signs shall be externally illuminated.
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FIGURE 17.48.020{(E): ENTRANCE SIGNS

Haviraum sigr. Aarimum
face area: =u sq. It proiection: 12in.
-
—_— i — e —_—
%:- s i
Faxdiaum | En-tr Si on | P

height:6 it

Mavinum 2 sigrz oy colranie.

Real Estate Signs. On-premise signs conveying information about the sale, rental, or
lease of the lot, dwelling, premises, or structure, must comply with the following
standards.

1.

Subdivision Exempted from this Section. Subdivisions, defined as a housing
project within a recorded tract with 10 or more parcels being offered for sale, are
subject to the requirements of 17.48.130 Master Sign Program below.

General. Any property owner or their agent may display or have displayed on
the real property, or on real property owned by another with that person's
consent, a sign that advertises the property for sale, rent, or lease provided said
sign(s) meet the requirements of this subsection.

a. Real estate signs are prohibOited on private property or within the public

right-of-way if the location obstructs, impedes or otherwise disturbs the
safe and convenient use by the public of any street or sidewalk.

Number of Signs. Two signs per property.
Maximum Sign Area.
a. Residential Districts. Eight square feet.
b. Agricultural Districts. Four square feet.
Location and Required Setback. Real estate signs are only allowed on private
property and public right-of-way, and must be setback at least 18 inches from the

curb of the property and at least five feet from all intersections and crosswalks.

Identification Required. Every person who places or maintains a real estate sign
shall have their name (or company name) and contact information affixed to the
sign.

lllumination. Real estate signs, inciuding directional and open house signs, shall
not be illuminated.

Directional Signs and Open House Signs. Up to six signs per property for sale
giving directions to the subject property or open house signs may be displayed
on private property, with the consent of the owner, and within the right-of-way
while the property is on the market, subject to the following standards.
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a, Maximum Size. Six square fest (total face area).
b. Maximum Height. Three feet above existing grade.

C. Type. Temporary Directional and Open House Signs shall be an A-frame
or "in ground light weight wire based" signs, shall be maintained in good
condition at all times, and shall be constructed out of materials normally
used in professional signage.

d. Time. Temporary Directional and Open House Signs shall only be
displayed during the "open house" and not earlier than 8:00 a.m.: and
must be removed no later than dusk or 6:00 p.m., whichever is earlier.

9. Limitations. Balloons, flags, and other promotional signs cannot be affixed to a
real estate sign.

17.48.100 sign Standards for Other Zones

A

Purpose and Applicability. This Section establishes sign area allowances for specific
Zones as well as dimensional standards for the type of signs permitted. Unless
otherwise specified below, standards for each sign type are in Section 17.48.110.

Aggregate Wall Sign Area. In all Zones other than Agricultural and Residential Zones,
the basic sign area allowance for all wali signs on a lot or site, excluding signs for which
no permit is required under Section 17.48.030 (Exempt Signs), is as follows:

' TABLE 17.48.100.B: MAXIMUM AREA FOR WALL SIGNS BY ZONE |
Commercial Quasi-Public
Zones Office Zonas | Industnal Zones Zones
Total Sign  |2sq.ft. xIn. ft. of | 1sq. ftx2In. ft. | 1 sq. ft xIn. ft. of | 0.5 sq. ft x In. ft.
Area frontage of frontage frontage of frontage
Aliowed*
Maximum 150 Maximum 30 Maximum 100 Maximum 100
sq. ft. sq. ft. sq. ft. sq. ft.
* Total Sign Area is based on an allowance in square feet per lineal foot (In. ft.) of
street frontage.
(1): Unless the standards in the specific Design District state otherwise.

1. Sites with Multiple Frontages. On lots and sites with more than one frontage on a
public street (excluding alleys), the maximum permitted wall sign area is
calculated as follows:

a. Corner and Through Lots. Where a iot fronts on two streets (a corner or
“through lot”), either both the front and side, or front and rear lot lines as
related to the applicable frontages may be used for calculating the
allowable wall sign area.

b. Three or More Frontages. Where a lot has three or more frontages on a
public street, the length.of only two contiguous sides, one of which must
be the principal street frontage, are added together to determine
aliowable wall sign area.
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FIGURE 17.48.100(B)(1): SITES WITH MULTIPLE FRONTAGES
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Multiple-Occupancy Commercial Sites with Limited Frontage. Where a multiple-
occupancy commercial site has public street frontage equal to 20 percent or less
of the perimeter measurement of the site, the maximum allowable wall sign area
for the site is calculated as follows (see Figure 17.48.100(B)(2)):

a. One square foot of sign area per one lineal foot of public street frontage;
plus
b. One lineal foot of exterior building walls fronting on driveways and

parking lots that are generally used for public access and are located on
the same site.

C. Pedestrian-only passageways that are lined on both sides by building
walls are considered interior spaces, and although signs may be placed
on such walls, the area of such walls is not included in the calculation of
the maximum allowable sign area for the site.
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FIGURE 17.48.100(B)(2): CALCULATION OF AGGREGATE SIGN AREA FOR MULTI-
OCCUPANCY COMMERCIAL SITES WITH LIMITED FRONTAGE
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Shopping centers may

exceed the basic sign allowance by up to 25 percent through the approval of a
Conditional Use Permit issued pursuant to Chapter 17.38 of the Visalia Municipal

Code.

Minimum Allowance in Multi-Tenant Projects. For multi-tenant commercial
projects, the aggregate sign area may be increased to the exient that each
tenant has a minimum of 0.5 square feet of sign area per lineal foot of business
frontage on a primary access way.

C. Dimensional Standards for Signs. The Table below presents the dimensional standards

for signs in Zoning Districts other than Agricultural and Residenttal Zones.

controls by sign type are located in Section 17.48.110.

Detailed

TABLE 1748.100.C: STANDARDS FOR SIGNS IN° NON-RESIDENTIAL

DISTRICTS

ZONING

Sign
Type

Maximum
Number
Permitted

Maximum Area
per individual
Sign

Maximum
Height

Maximum
Horzontal
Projection from

1 Wall

Addition
al
Regulati
ons

A-Frame
Sign

1 per
business
establishm

ent

7.5 sq. ft. 4 ft.

N/A
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TABLE 17.48 100.C. STANDARDS FOR Slu-l\": IN MON-RESIDENTIAL ZONING
N DISTRI(,Tb : v
Maximum Addition
Maxtimum Maximum Area Horizontal al
Sign Number per Individual | Maximum Projection from | Regulati
Type Permitted | Sign Height Wall ons
Awning N/A 25% of exterior | N/A N/A Minimu
or surface of m § ft
Canopy awning or vertical
Sign canopy clearanc
e.
Freestan | 1 per | 35 sq. ft. per| 12 ft. in | N/A
ding Sign | street face; 70 sq. ft. | Commercial
frontage total Districts;
6 ft. in Office
and Industrial
Districts
Projectin | 1 per |8 sq. ft. per| 18 fi. but not | 4 fi.
g Sign building face; 3 sq. ft. | above the
frontage or | per face if | ground floor of
tenant under awning | the frontage or
space canopy tenant space
Wall Sign | N/A See Table | The height of | 6 in.
17.48.100.B. the wall of the
building
Window | N/A 30 % of | N/A N/A
Sign aggregate
window area
plus 10% for
temporary
signage
D. Real Estate Signs. On-premise signs conveying information about the sale, rental, or
lease of the lot, dwelling, premises, or structure, must comply with the following
standards.
1. General. Any property owner or their agent may display or have displayed on

the real property, or on real property owned by another with that person's
consent, a sign that advertises the property for sale, rent, or lease provided said

sign(s) meet the requirements of this subsection.

a. Real estate signs are prohibited on private property or within the public
right-of-way if the location obstructs, impedes or otherwise disturbs the

safe and convenient use by the public of any street or sidewalk.

Number of Signs. Two signs per property.

Maximum Sign Area. 32 square feet.

Location and Required Setback. Real estate signs are only allowed on private
property and public right-of-way, and must be setback at least 18 inches from the
curb of the property and at least five feet from all intersections and crosswalks.
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8.

identification Required. Every person who places or maintains a real estate sign
shall have their name (or company name) and contact information affixed to the

sign.

llumination. Real estate signs, including directional and open house signs, shall
not be illuminated.

Directional Signs and Open House Signs. Up to six signs per property for sale
giving directions to the subject property or open house signs may be displayed
on private property, with the consent of the owner, and within the right-of-way
while the property is on the market, subject to the following standards.

a. Maximum Size. Six square feet (total face area).
b. Maximum Height. Three feet above existing grade.
C. Type. Temporary Directional and Open House Signs shall be an A-frame

or "in ground light weight wire based” signs, shall be maintained in good
condition at all times, and shall be constructed out of materials normally
used in professional signage.

d. Time. Signs shall only be displayed during the "open house" and not
earlier than 8:00 a.m.; and must be removed no later than dusk or 6:00
p.m., whichever is earlier.

Limitations. Balloons, flags, and other promotional signs cannot be affixed to a
real estate sign.

17.48.110 standards for Specific Sign Types

Purpose. This Section establishes location and other general standards for specific sign
types that apply to all areas where such signs are permitted. Additional standards
applicable to these signs in specific Zoning Districts are located in Sections 17.48.090

and 17.48.100.

A

A-Frame Signs. A-Frame signs are allowed subject to the following standards:

1.

Maximum Number. Each business establishment shall not have more than one
sign.

Placement. A-Frame signs shall be placed directly in front of the business it is
identifying.

Hours of Display. A-Frame signs shall be removed during hours when the
establishment is not open to the public and shall not be displayed after the
activity with which they are associated with is over.

Maximum Size. 7.5 square feet.

Maximum Height. Four feet.

Permit Required. No permit is required for A-Frame signs.
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7. Directional end Non-Advertising Signs in Parking Lots. Business owners may
place A-Frame signs in parking lots associated with their business for the
purpose of providing directions and/or non-advertising messages, meaning these
signs can not be used for off-site outdoor advertising. Such signs shall not
obstruct the vehicular flow of traffic.in a parking lot or obstruct parking stalls.
They also are subject to the above regulations regarding Hours of Display,
Maximum Size, and Maximum Height.

Awning and Canopy Signs. The installation of awnings and canopies and signage
located on awnings and canopies are subject to the following standards:

1. Location. Awning signs shall be located on the ground floor of buildings and the
maximum height above grade shall not exceed 14 feet.

2. Minimum Vertical Clearance. Eight feet.

3. Width. Awnings shall be designed to fit the width of the storefront opening or
individual window opening. Awnings shall not extend more than six inches on
either side of the storefront or window opening.

4, Materials. Awning signs must be made of durable, long lasting materials.

5. Type. Awnings may have a flexible or fixed skirt, be open or closed on the sides,
and be fixed or retractable.

6. Signs on Awnings. Sign copy may be located on permitted awnings in lieu of
other signage but may not exceed the total aggregate sign area. The area of the
sign copy shall not exceed 25 percent of the exterior surface of the awning or

canopy.

FIGURE 17.48.110(C): AWNING AND CANOPY SIGNS
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Directional Signs. Directional and/or informational signage is allowed provided it is
limited to outlining/assisting vehicle and pedestrian circulation within a site, egress,
ingress, and any public facilities such as restrooms, telephones, walkways, and other
simifar features.

Freestanding Signs. Freestanding signs are subject to the following standards:

1. Where Allowed. The base of the supporting structure must be setback at least
five feet from the street right-of-way.

2. Maximum Number. One per street frontage or one per occupancy/tenant.
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Maximum Height.

a. Agricultural, Residential, and Quasi-Public Districts. Six feet.
b. Commercial Districts. 12 feet.
C. Office and Industrial Districts. Six feet.

Maximum Area. The sign area must not exceed 35 square feet per face, not to
exceed 70 square feet in total. The lolai aggregate surface of ine sign faces and
sign structure shall not exceed 140 square feet.

Setback. Freestanding signs may be located within the required setback areas
as long as they are a minimum of five feet from the front property line, and 20
feet from any interior side property line.

Sign Base. Freestanding signs of 10 feet or less shall be mounted on a base,
the width of which shall not be less than 50 percent of the width of the widest
part of the sign.

FIGURE 17.48.110(F). FREESTANDING SIGNS
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Monument Base Exception. The City Planner, or their designee, may approve a
post or similar style sign structure instead of the required monument base for
properties which are residential conversions wherein all of the following criteria
are met:

a. The sign structure is designed to match the primary structure on the site
in architectural style and general appearance.

b. All other sign requirements are met.

C. The primary structure is a residential conversion which has maintained a
residential character/appearance.

Open Air Uses. For open air uses such as automobile dealerships, the additional
standards apply to freestanding signs:
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a. Maximum Sign Area. 35 square feet per face, with the total sign area not
exceeding 70 square feet.

b. Setback. 20 feet from any interior side property line

Historic Signs. The Planning Commission may designate historic signs through the
granting of an exception, subject to Chapter 17.42 of the Visalia Municipal Code. If the
sign is within a historic district or on or associated with a structure that is on the iocal
register of historic structures, the Commission shall refer the proposal to the Historic
Committee for comment, aid the Committee will have 30 days io review the proposed
designation and report back to the Commission.

1.

Criteria. Historic signs must meet defined criteria, including but not limited to the
fact that the sign is 50 or more years old and has significance to the Visalia
community because it is associated with a significant historical event or it is
associated with a historic business.

Allowances for Historic Signs.

a. Structural Improvements. Historic signs may have structural
improvements completed in order to extend the life of the sign.

b. Damage Repairs. If the sign is damaged, it may be repaired and
replaced with the original sign area and original height, even if the sign
does not conform to the standards of this Chapter.

Projecting Signs. A sign may project horizontally from the exterior wall of a building or
beneath a canopy structure subject to the following standards:

1.

2.

Maximum Number. One per building or tenant space.
Maximum Size.

a. Projecting Signs. Eight square feet.

b. Under Canopy of Awning Signs. Three square feet.

Maximum Height. 18 feet; 12 feet in Commercial Districts.
Minimum Vertical Clearance. Eight feet.

Projection Allowed. A projecting sign cannot extend more than four feet from the

building to which it is attached and shall be designed and located so as to cause
no harm to street trees.
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FIGURE 17.48.110(G): PROJECTING SIGNS
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H. Residential Subdivisions: Signage for residential subdivisions shall meet the following
standards:

1. General Requirements.

a. Permit Required. Temporary subdivision signs for a residential
subdivision shall require a sign permit.

b. Subdivision Defined. A residential subdivision is defined as a housing
project within a recorded tract with 10 or more parcels being offered for
sale with existing new units or units to be constructed by the developer
of the residential subdivision.

C. Master Sign Program. A Master Sign Program permit shall be issued on
a per residential subdivision basis for all femporary subdivision signs
attributable to a particular residential subdivision. The Master Sign
Program shall specify the type, location, and duration of the signage.

d. Duration. Sign permits for all offsite temporary subdivision signs shall
expire not later than six months after issuance. The Planning
Department shall have the discretion to grant an extension or extensions
of the permit's duration, however, under no circumstances shall the
permit extend beyond such time that the residential subdivision
developer has completed the sale of all dwelling units in the residential
subdivision.

€. Owners Consent. Written evidence of the property owner's consent must
be presented with an application for a sign permit for temporary
subdivision signs not located on the applicant's property.

2. Offsite Temporary Subdivision Signs.

a. Up to four offsite temporary subdivision signs with a size not to exceed
four feet by eight feet per sign (32 square feet per face) and a height not
to exceed eight feet may be permitted per residential subdivision. Signs
may be single- or double-faced or V-shaped if the angle between the
two faces does not exceed 45 degrees. Signs shall be located on
private, non-residential zoned parcels, or on private, residential zoned
parcels that are part of an undeveloped residential subdivision and that
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are unoccupied, vacant and otherwise free from any structures or
buildings. Signs shall not be made or constructed from cloth, bunting,
plastic, paper or similar material. Banners and flags with or without an
advertising message shall not be permitied offsite. -

In addition to any sign permitted pursuant to Subsection (H)(2)(a) above,
up to four offsite temporary subdivision signs in an A-frame
configuration, with a size not to exceed 12 square feet per face or four
feet in height, shall be permitted per residential subdivision. A-frame
signs shall be located on private, non-residential property or on public
property behind any existing sidewalks, and in such a manner so as to
not to create a safety hazard by obstructing the clear view of, or
otherwise hinder or impede, pedestrian and vehicular traffic. A-frame
signs shall only be displayed during the operating hours for the
residential subdivision sales office, and shall be located no further than
1,500 feet from the subject residential subdivision entry. A-frame signs
may be allowed on residential zoned parcels within an undeveloped
residential subdivision that is unoccupied, vacant and otherwise free
from any structures or buildings.

Offsite temporary subdivision signs shall only contain commercial
messages thereon pertaining to the sale of units in a residential
subdivision, and shall not be illuminated.

No more than three offsite temporary subdivision signs per parcel or no
more than four off-site temporary subdivision signs for parcels over five
acres shall be allowed.

3. Onsite Temporary Subdivision Signs.

d.

A residential subdivision may erect within its boundaries, a maximum of
either two signs or up to one sign per every 300 lineal feet that the
subdivision perimeter fronts upon a public street.

Onsite temporary subdivision signs shall be non-illuminated, shall not be
made or constructed from cloth, bunting, plastic, paper or similar
material, and shall have dimensions which shall not exceed four feet by
eight feet per sign and 32 square feet per sign face, or a height of eight
feet, or if located behind an exterior wall of a residential subdivision, at a
height not to exceed 12 feet.

The temporary subdivision signs may be erected and maintained within
a subdivision until all parcels within the subdivision are sold.

The signs shall be no closer than 300 feet from each other.

Additional signs, banners, reader board, pedestrian oriented signs, and
flags with or without an advertising message may be maintained within
the boundaries of a residential subdivision provided that they do not
create a safety hazard by obstructing the clear view of pedestrian and
vehicular traffic within the residential subdivision.

Banners or wall mounted signs not exceeding 80 square feet in the
aggregate are allowed on an exterior wall of a residential subdivision for
a period not to exceed six months.
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g. Inflatable signs, designed to move with the wind or activated by helium,
are only aliowed to be displayed on Saturdays and Sundays.

Service Station Signs. Service station signs are subject to the following standards:

1. Maximum Number. One freestanding sign; one sign per street-facing canopy
structure.

2. Maximum Height. Twelve feet for freestanding signs.

3. Maximum Sign Area. 35 square feet per face.

4. Canopy Sign Area. The sign area on a canopy shall not exceed 50 square feet.

3l Electronic Copy. Electronic copy is limited io gasoline prices.

6. lliumination. Freestanding service station signs may be illuminated. Canopy

signs may have neon or LED lighting if oriented to the street.
Theater Signs. Theater signs are subject to the following standards:

1. Wall Sign. One square foot of sign is permitted for each foot of linear occupancy
frontage to a maximum of 150 square feet.

2. Freestanding Sign. Each theater is permitted one freestanding sign not to
exceed 150 square feet per face. Freestanding signs shall not exceed 20 feet in
height. Freestanding signs 10 feet or less shall be mounted on a base, the width
of which is not less than 50 percent of the width of the widest part of the sign.

Vehicle Dealerships. Flags, banners and pennants are permitted on vehicle dealership
sites, provided that they comply with the following criteria:

1. On-site directional signs are allowed only to provide direction to the location of
parts and service and other uses that may occur on the site related to

automobile sales.

2. Flags/banners are allowed only if they are affixed to flag poles or on-site light
standards, do not exceed 24 square feet in sign area, and are not more than 20
feet above the ground.

3. Dealership sites are allowed no more than one in-ground flag/banner per 60 feet
of public street frontage. In-ground flag/banners may be displayed for a
maximum of 60 days, and a period of 30 days must lapse before displaying

another flag/banner.

4, Special Promotional Signs and Banners are allowed, subject to Section
17.48.130.G.

5. No additional temporary signage shall be permitted.

Wall Signs. Wall signs are subject to the following standards:

1. Maximum Number. No limit, provided that the total area of wall signs does not
exceed the limits in Table 17.48.100.B.
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2. Maximum Height. No higher than the roof line or the parapet of the wall of the
building to which the sign is attached, whichever is lower.

3. Maximum Sign Area per Sign. See Table 17.48.100.B.

4, Projection Allowed. Wall signs shall not extend more than six inches beyond the
face of the wall to which they are attached.

5. Placement. No wall sign may cover, wholly or partially, any required wall
opening.

6. Orientation. Unless a different orientation is specifically authorized, each wall-

mounted sign shall be placed flat against the wall of the building.

FIGURE 17.48.110(K): WALL SIGNS
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7. Rear Facades. Where a property has two facades and both are visible from the

public right-of-way, a wall sign may be installed on the rear (non-primary) fagade
if it meets the foliowing:

a. Size. Maximum of 25 percent of the allowed sign area calculated for the
primary occupancy frontage.

b. lflumination. Signs on rear facades may not be internally illuminated.

17.48.120 Downtown Retail Design District Sign Standards

The following standards apply to all signage within the Downtown Retail Design District.
A. Size Standards.

1. Two square feet of sign area is permitted for each lineal foot of occupancy
frontage to a maximum of 50 square feet.

2. Users may choose any exterior side of the building as the primary frontage for
the purpose of calculatihg the permitted sign area. The building sign so
calculated must then be mounted on that side of the building.

3. A building sign may be affixed to or incorporated as a part of the design of an
awning; however, such sign area shall be deducted from that calculated for the
exterior building wall to which the awning is attached. Numerals used for the
purpose of identifying street addresses need not be deducted from the
calculated sign area.
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4, Additional signs of a maximum 25 percent of the sign area caiculated for the
primary occupancy frontage will be allowed for each remaining exterior wall,
provided that the sign for any given wall does not exceed two square feet per
linear foot of the wall length. This subsection does not apply to alley frontages or
buildings that have frontages on two streets with no common visibility for
vehicles or pedestrians. In these latter two cases, the allowable signage is in
additional to the amount calculated above, and shall be calculated on the basis
of two square feet of sign area per lineal foot of public street or aliey frontage.

rFrojecting Signs Beneath a Canopy/Awning Structure.

1. One double-faced sign not exceeding an area of three square feet per face is
permitted. Signs shall be a minimum of 7 feet above the sidewalk and shall not
exceed a maximum height of 12 feet.

2. A sign may also be affixed to or incorporated into the design of the side valance
of awnings which are perpendicular to the store frontage. Both side valances of
an awning may be so utilized, however, only one sign face per awning side is
allowed. Each sign face shall not exceed three square feet for each individual
shop or tenant.

Alley Signs. The maximum building sign area on an alley frontage is calculated
separately from that permitted for the primary occupancy frontage, using the same
allowance as for the primary occupancy frontage (two square feet per linear foot of the
wall length).

Reader Boards and Multi-Tenant Buildings.

1. Each building may display a reader board of a maximum area of 20 square feet
indicating the name, address and type of business of the businesses within the
building. If the reader board is located on a part of the building qualifying as an
occupancy frontage for which sign area is calculated, the sign area used for the
reader board shall be deducted from the total permitted for that building;
otherwise it is considered exempt from sign area limits. Reader boards shall be
designed as one with each copy panel consisting of similar materials and
designs. Permits for reader boards shall not be issued without the consent of the
property owner.

2. Each commercial use which has direct pedestrian access through an exterior
building wall which is visible from a public right-of-way, shall be allowed at least
10 square feet of building sign area, regardless of building occupancy frontage.
Commercial uses have a sole access from the interior of any building or from an
enclosed lobby or court shall not be allowed the minimum building sign area
referred to in this section.

Display Window Signage. See Sections 17.48.030 and 17.30.130.A.1.b.

Temporary Signs. See Section 17.48.130.G.

Portable Signs. Portable signs, inciuding A-frames and easels, are allowed to advertise
the location, goods or services offered on the premises. They must be made of a
durable, rigid material such as, without limitation, wood, plastic or metal and conform to
the following standards. No sign permit is required, unless a portable sign is to be
placed in a public right-of-way, in which case an encroachment permit is required.
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Prohibitions. Portable signs are prohibited from any form of broadcasting or
audio presentation.

Locations Allowed. Portable signs are allowed within a front or corner side
setback area and in the public right-of-way directly in front of a business. They
are not permitied in planters, flower beds or tree wells, nor in site visibility
triangles.

Maximum Height and Area. The portable sign, when placed in an open position
must notl exceed a neight of four feet from ground ievei to the iop of the sign and
be no more than 7.5 square feet per sign face.

Maximum Number: one per business, which does not count against maximum
allowed sign area. They must be removed at the close of business.

Placement: A portable sign shall be placed so that a minimum four feet is left
clear for pedestrian passage on all sidewalks and walkways. They shall only be
placed at grade level and shall not be placed on walls, boulders, planters,
vehicles, other signs or any other type of structure.

City’'s Right to Remove: If at any time any portion of the public right-of-way
occupied and used by the portable sign may be needed or required by the City,
or the business fails to maintain the permitted sign, it may be removed by the
City.

H. Projecting Signs Mounted to Building Face.

1.

Projecting signs shall be located no higher than the cornice or parapet ling,
whichever is lower, and must be iocated so as to not obscure any architectural
detail of the fagade. A double face projecting sign shall be considered one sign.

The maximum size of a projecting sign shall be 40 square feet (20 square feet
per side). Projecting signs shall not project more than five feet horizontally. In no
case may the sign come within 2.5 feet of the curb.

Projecting signs shall be clear of sireet trees, traffic signals, street lighting and
regulatory signs.

Projecting signs shall be counted against overall allowed signage square footage
per location.

Projecting signs shall not be internally illuminated. External illumination is
allowed.

17.48.130 Temporary Signs

A General Requirements.

1.

Sign Area and Dimensions. Temporary signage must comply with the following
limits unless specifically modified by subsequent standards for specific types of
temporary signs in subsequent paragraphs of this section in which case the
more restrictive provisions apply:
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2.

3.

a. One “grand opening” sign or banner, not exceeding 60 square feet, is
allowed for a period not exceeding 60 consecutive days to announce a
newly opened or reopened establishment at the site where the banner is
to be displayed and potentially display information about promotional
events, discounts or special services associated with the grand opening.
No content limitation applies to such a sign or banner. The banner must
be stretched and secured flat against the building surface and not
extend higher than the building eave or the building parapet wall. No
more than one banner is permitted per street frontage.

b. Temporary window signs that do not exceed a combined area of 40
square feet or 10 percent of the total window area, whichever is less, are
allowed for a period not exceeding 60 consecutive days. Such signs may
be painted directly onto the window in water-soluble paints or
constructed of paper, wood, fabric, plastic, vinyl or similar materials and
securely adhered to, or oriented toward the street or public right-of-way.

Material. Exterior signs have to be made of a durable material other than
standard paper.

lllumination. Temporary signs cannot be illuminated.

Non-profit Off-site Special Event Signs. A temporary sign related to social or civic
events of limited duration hosted by a non-profit organization, such as special evening
or weekend events, fairs, and other similar temporary events, may be placed on the site
subject to the following standards:

1.

2
3
4,
5
5

Maximum Number. Two per street frontage.

Maximum Sign Area. 16 square feet per side.

Location. Only allowed on private property.

Required Setback. If freestanding, five feet from the property line.
Height Limit. Six feet.

Duration. Special event signs shall be installed no earlier than 60 days prior to
the event with which they are associated and removed within two working days
of completion of the event.

Location. Special event signs may be posted on poles, stakes, and fences upon
approval by the City Planner or designee.

Special Event Signs within Downtown Visalia. Special event signs within the
geographic area subject to oversight by Downtown Visalians shall be referred to
that organization for review and comment. A permit for such signs may not be
allowed if they do not conform to the design principles and standards of this
Chapter after consideration of comments submitted by Downtown Visalians.

Political Signage. Political signage is subject to the following standards:

1.

Any such sign shall be erected not earlier than the first date for filing as a
candidate for an elected office or as a sponsor of a ballot measure and shall be
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removed within 15 days after the election at which the candidate or the measure
is considered.

Each candidate is allowed one political sign per parcel. On residential sites, the
sign may be a maximum of 16 square fest in area and erected to a maximum
height of six feet. On commercial or vacant sites, the sign may be a maximum of
32 square feet in area and erected to a maximum height of six feet except as
provided in Subsection (5) below.

For the purpose of this provision, "residential site” means a iot or parcei which
has a residential use or structure built on it and "commercial site" means a lot or
parcel which has a commercial use or site on it. These terms are not intended to
reflect the zoning of the property.

Political or campaign signs may not be attached to trees, fence posts or utility
poles except on private property where written permission from the property
owners has been obtained.

Portable A-frame type signs are prohibited.

V-shaped signs (two surfaces with two edges connected and the other two
edges spread apart so that the faces read from different directions) are permitted
subject to the criteria that they are supported with a maximum of three posts
placed with an interior angle of not more than 90 degrees.

No political or campaign signs shall be attached and erected on public property
or within the public right-of-way and shall not obstruct sight line visibility at
intersections.

In cases where political or campaign signs are not removed within the specified
time period, the City Planning Department shall cause to be removed those signs
which remain and the cost and expense of such activity shall be paid by the
candidate.

Portable Signs. Portable signs are aliowed in Commercial Zones and for public
assembly uses, subject to the following standards.

1.

Relation to Associated Business. Portable signs may be located a maximum of
300 feet away from the business though still within the development site with
property owner authorization.

Maximum Number. Each business establishment shall not have more than one
portable sign.

Maximum Size and Sign Area. The portable sign, when placed in an open
position, must not exceed a height of four feet above the ground level, to the top
of the sign, nor have a maximum sign area greater than 7.5 square feet.

Placement. The portable signs shall be placed on private property on the same
iot as the establishment that gualifies for such sign and, with an encroachment
permit, may be placed in the public right of way in front of the associated use or
on the nearest sidewalk provided a four-foot wide pedestrian clear zone is
maintained. They must be a minimum of seven feet from the back of the curb, or
edge of pavement where no curb exists.

Prohibited Locations. Portable signs shall not be located:
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a. In medians;

b. Across any street from the business being advertised;

C. In parking aisles or stalls;

d. In driving lanes or any public right-of-way;

c. On muilti-use trails or sidewalks if they would block a four-foot wide

pedestrian ciear zone;
f. At any location where they would block pedestrian access;
g Within 100 feet on either side, or in front of a monument sign;
h. Within 20 feet from any other portable sign; and
1 Within 30 feet from a shopping center access drive or street intersection.
Hours for Display. Portable signs are permitted during the hours a business is
open for business and one-half hour before opening and one-half hour after
closing. They must be removed during hours when the establishment is not open

fo the public. They also shall not be displayed after the event with which they are
associated is over.

E. Special Promotional Signs and Banners. Special promotional signs, such as air-inflated
signs, balloons, inflatable signs, feather signs, strings of ornamental fringes, streamers,
and similar signs, and banners, are allowed for establishments within non-residential
districts, subject to the following standards:

1.

Maximum Number. One promotional sign and one banner is allowed per street
frontage. Where a building has a street frontage exceeding 75 lineal feet, one
promotional sign and one banner is allowed for each 75-foot segment of street
frontage.

Maximum Size. The total area for promotional signs and banners on a site shall
not exceed 60 square feet.

Maximum Height. Promotional signs and banners shall not extend above the
roofline or the parapet of a wall.

Maximum Duration. No promotional sign or banner shall be displayed for more
than 60 days and a period of 30 days must lapse before displaying another
promotional sign or banner. On a calendar year basis, promotional signs and
banners shall not be displayed for more than four 60-day periods.

Aliowable Locations. Special promotional signs and banners are only allowed on
sites where permanent signs are allowed.

17.48.140 Master Sign Program

A. Purpose. The purpose of a Master Sign Program is to provide a method for an applicant
to integrate the design and placement of signs within a project with the overall design of
the development to achieve a more unified appearance. Master Sign Programs may
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also be used for subdivision projects with a phased development and/or sales plan.
Minor variations in dimensional standards and other limitations of this Section may be
approved, provided they achieve a result that is superior to what would otherwise be
allowed. The Sign Program must demonstrate how it:

1.

4.

Improves the safety and welfare of the general public by minimizing distractions,
hazards, and obstructions from sign design or placement;

Provides for sign design or placement appropriate for the area:

Incorporates sign design and placement related to architectural and landscape
features on site; and

Incorporates sign design, scale, and placement oriented to pedestrian traffic.

Applicability and Approval Required.

1.

Master Sign Program Required. A Master Sign Program approved by the
Planning Commission is required for:

a. New or remodeled non-residential or mixed used projects on sites of five
acres or more;

b. Multiple tenant commercial or mixed use buildings where the entire
fagade is being remodeled; and

C. Any development in the BRP Zone.
Optional Sign Program. A Master Sign Program may be substituted for specific

sign designs and individual applications if requested by an applicant and
approved by the Planning Commission.

Required Submittals. Applications for a Master Sign Program must include the following
plans and text:

1.

A site plan showing the location of buildings, parking lots, driveways and
landscaped areas;

Computation of the maximum total sign area, the maximum area for individuai
signs, the height of signs and the number of freestanding signs ailowed, if
proposed;

An accurate indication on the site plan of the proposed location of each
proposed sign and existing sign which is to remain;

Color schemes, lettering and graphic style (if tenants are not known, generic
styles may be presented);

Lighting and sign construction materials; and

Sign dimensions (if tenants are not known, generic dimensions may be
presented); and

A written program of standards for all sign types to be distributed to future
tenants, including color, size, illumination, construction details, and sign
placement.
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D.

Findings. The Planning Commission will only approve a Master Sign Program if the
following findings are made:

1. That the proposed signs are in harmony and visually related to:

a. Other Signs Included in the Master Sign Program. This may. be
accomplished by incorporating several common design elements such
as materials, letter style, colors, illumination, sign type or sign shape.

b. The Buildings They identify. This may be accompiished by utilizing
materials, colors or design motifs included in the building being
identified.

C. The Surrounding Development. Approval of a planned sign program
must not adversely affect surrounding land uses or obscure adjacent
conforming signs.

2. That the proposed signs will comply with all the provision of this Section, except
with regard to:

a. Number of signs allowed; and
b. Location and height of signs.

Conditions. Reasonable conditions of approval may be imposed by the Planning
Commission to achieve the purposes of this Section and ensure compatibility with
adjacent land uses and signage.

Post-Approval Procedures. After approval of a Master Sign Program, no signs shall be
erected, placed, painted, or maintained, except in conformance with such Program, and
such Program may be enforced in the same way as any provision in this Section.

1. Lease Agreements. The Master Sign Program and all conditions of approval
shall be attached to the lease agreements for all leasable space within a project.

2. Individual Signs. Any sign that conforms to an approved Master Sign Program
may be approved by the City Planner or designee; however, approval of a
Master Sign Program does not waive the permit requirements for individual
signs.

3. Amendments. The City Planner or designee may approve minor amendments to
a Master Sign Program that are in substantial conformance with the original
approval. All other amendments, including amendments to conditions of approval
shall be processed as a new application.

17.48.150 variances and Exceptions

A

Purposes.

1. Variances. The Planning Commission may. grant variances for setbacks,
locational and dimensional standards that apply to signs in order to prevent
unnecessary hardships that would result from a strict or literal interpretation and
enforcement of certain regulations prescribed by this chapter. A practical
difficulty or unnecessary hardship may resuit from the size, shape or dimensions
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of a site or the location of existing structures thereon, from geographic,
topographic or other physical conditions on the sits or in the immediate vicinity,
or from street locations or traffic conditions in the immediate vicinity that would
affect the signing of a site or building.

2. Exception. The Planning Commission may grant an exception to the physical
design standards if it can be demonstrated that such an exception is necessary
to facilitate an improved aesthetic relationship between a sign and the structures
upon which it is mounted.

Application Procedures. Application for a sign variance or sign exception shall be
submitted to the City Planner on an approved form and include the following:

1. Name and address of the applicant;

2. Statement that the applicant is the owner of the property, is the authorized agent
of the owner(s), or is or will be the plaintiff in an action in eminent domain to
acquire the property involved;

3. Address and legal description of the property;

4, Statement of the precise nature of the variance or exception requested and the
hardship or practical difficulty which would result from the strict interpretation and
enforcement of the standards in this Chapter;

5. The application shall be accompanied by such sketches or drawings as may be
necessary to clearly show applicant's proposal in comparison with the standards
that otherwise would apply; and

6. The required fee or deposit.

The application shall be reviewed by the City Planner, who shall determine whether it is
complete or, if not, what additional information is needed. Once the application is
determined to be complete, the City Planner shall give notice to the applicant of the time
when the application will be considered by the Planning Commission. The City Planning
also may give notice of the time to any other interested party.

Public Notice and Hearing.

1. Notice of a public hearing on a sign variance or sign exception shall be given not
less than ten days nor more than 30 days prior to the date of the hearing by
mailing a notice of the time and place of the hearing to property owners within
three hundred (300) feet of the boundaries of the area occupied or to be
occupied by the use which is the subject of the hearing.

2. After the required notice has been provided, the Planning Commission shall hold
a public hearing on an application for a variance.

Staff Report. The City Planner shall prepare a staff report on the application, including a
recommendation, which shall be submitted to the Planning Commission.

Public Hearing Procedure. At a public hearing the Planning Commission shall review the
application and the statements and drawings submitted by the applicant and the staff
report and the evidence presented in that report with respect to the findings listed below,
that are required to approve a variance or exception.

Resolution No. 2015-13



F. Findings Required for a Variance.

1. The Planning Commission may grant a variance to a regulation or standard
prescribed by this Chapter, as applied for or as modified by the Commission,
provided that, on the basis of the application and staff report and/or evidence
submitted, the Commission determines:

a. That strict or literal interpretation and enforcement of the specified
regulation would result in practical difficulty or unnecessary hardship
inconsistent with the purposes of the sign regulations;

b. That there are exceptional or extraordinary circumstances or conditions
applicable to the property which do not apply generally to other
properties classified in the same zoning district;

C. That strict or literal interpretation and enforcement of the specified
regulation would deprive the applicant of privileges enjoyed by the
owners of other properties classified in the same zoning district;

d. That the granting of the variance will not constitute a grant of special
privilege inconsistent with the limitations on other properties classified in
the same zoning district; and

e. That the granting of the variance will not be detrimental to the public
health, safety or welfare, or materially injurious to properties or
improvements in the vicinity.

2. A variance may be revocable, may be granted for a limited time period, or may
be granted subject to such reasonable conditions as the Commission may
prescribe.

3. The Planning Commission must deny a variance application if the required
findings can not be made.

G. Findings Required for an Exception. The Planning Commission may approve,

conditionally approve or deny a request for an exception to the physical design
standards of this chapter. For the Planning Commission to approve or conditionally
approve an exception, the following findings must be made:

1. That the granting of the exception is necessary fo attain a high aesthetic sign
design which would be restricted if the provisions and standards of this Chapter
were strictly applied;

2. That the granting of an exception would not adversely affect the visibility of signs
on adjacent properties; and

3. That the granting of an exception would not constitute a granting of a special
privilege.

H. Appeal to City Council. The decision of the Planning Commission on a variance or

exception application shall be subject to the appeal provisions of the zoning ordinance.

L Revocation. A variance or exception granted subject to a condition or conditions shall be
revoked by the Planning Commission if the applicant fails to comply with any the
condition of approval.
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Time Limits for Filing a New Application. Following the denial of a variance or exception
appiication or the revocation of a variance or exception, no application for the same or
substantially the same sign shalt be filed within one year of the date of denial of the
variance or exception application or the date of revocation of the variance or exception.

17.48.160 Nonconforming Signs

A

Purpose. A nonconforming sign is a sign that was lawfully constructed and maintained
prior fo the adoption of ihe reguiations codified in this Chapter but which does not
conform to the provisions of this Chapter. The purpose of the regulations in this Section
is to limit the number and extent of nonconforming signage by prohibiting alteration or
enlargement of such signage so as to increase the discrepancy between their condition
and the standards and requirements of this Chapter.

Continuance and Maintenance. Reasonable and routine maintenance and repairs may
be performed on signs that are nonconforming provided there is no expansion of any
nonconformity with the current requirements of this Chapter.

Abandonment of Nonconforming Sign. Whenever a nonconforming sign has been
abandoned, or the use of the property has been discontinued for a continuous period of
30 days, the nonconforming sign must be removed.

Restoration of a Damaged Sign. An on-premise sign may be restored that meets any of
the foliowing criteria:

1. A sign with damage that does not exceed 50 percent of the total sign area,
including hardware and attachments, provided that the repairs start within 30
days and diligently pursued to completion.

2, A sign that is a danger to the public or is unsafe as determined by the Building
Official.

Signs Rendered Nonconforming by Annexation. Any sign that becomes non-conforming
subsequent to the effective date of this Chapter by reason of annexation to the City of
the site upon which the sign is located is subject to the provisions of this Section.

17.48.170 Maintenance, Abandonment, and Enforcement

A

Maintenance Required. All signs and associated supporting structures shall be
maintained in good condition, without rips, tears, and similar damage.

1. Deteriorated Signs. Any sign or sign structure that is sagging, leaning, fallen,
decayed, broken, deteriorated, or other dilapidated condition shall be promptiy
repaired, to the satisfaction of the City, or removed.

2. Graffiti. Graffiti on a sign shall be removed within two days of notice of its
placement on such sign.

3. Maintenance Standards. All parts, portions, units and materials composing a
sign, together with the frame, background, surface, support or enclosure shall be
maintained in a safe condition, painted, and adequately protected from
weathering with all braces, bolts and structural parts and supporting frames and
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fastenings reasonably free from deterioration, rot, rust, and loosening so that
they do not create a hazard to persons or property or constitute a nuisance.

4, Summary Removal of Hazards. Whenever any sign, by virtue of its physical
nature and condition, poses an immediate and serious threat to the public safety,
the same may be removed by City personnel, or its physical deficiency cured, to
the extent necessary to protect the public safety. The cost of such removal or
repair shall be assessed against the sign owner.

Abandoned or Cbsoiste Sign. An on-premise sign advertising an activity, business,
service or product must be removed within 30 days following the actual discontinuance
of the activity, business, service or product. If the sign is not so removed, the City
Planner or designee may have the sign removed in accordance with the public nuisance
abatement provisions of this Code.

ga

C. lllegal Signs. Any sign, banner, or sign structure not erected, constructed or located in
conformance with this Chapter and not classified as a legal nonconforming sign is an
illegal sign and is subject to abatement in accordance with the public nuisance
abatement procedures set forth elsewhere in the Visailia Municipal Code.

D. Enforcement. Signs which do not conform to the provisions of this Chapter and are
erected after its effective date and signs erected after the effective date of this Chapter
without obtaining the permit required thereby are declared to be unlawful and a public
nuisance. All signs declared to be unlawful by this Section and all persons erecting or
maintaining them shall be subject to the terms of Chapter 17.46, Administration and
Enforcement, specifically Sections 17.46.010 to 17.46.060, of this Code and all
amendments thereof. The City Planner or designee shall forthwith take all necessary
actions or proceedings for the abatement, removal and enjoinment pursuant of said
sections of the Visalia Municipal Code. The remedies provided for in this Section are
cumulative and nonexclusive.

17.48.180 Definitions

The following definitions apply within this Chapter, regardless of how the terms may be defined
in the Municipal Code.

A-Frame Sign. A portable upright, rigid, self-supporting frame sign in the form of a triangle or
letter “A’,

Abandoned Sign. A sign remaining in place or not maintained for 30 days that does not provide
direction for, advertise, or identify a legally established business, product, or service available
on the business premises where the sign is located.

Animated Sign. A sign with messages that visually change, or images that move or appear to
move, flash on or off, wink or blink with varying light intensity, show motion or create the illusion
of motion, or revolve to create an illusion of being on or off. This definition does not include
traditional barber poles, hand-held signs, personally attended signs, commercial mascots,
scoreboards, or signs that merely display time or temperature nor does it include “digital
displays” and “electronic signs”, which are defined separately.

Awning. Any structure made of flexible fabric or similar material covering a metal frame
attached to a building, whether or not the same is so erected as to permit its being raised to a
position flat against the building when not in use.

Awning or Canopy Sign. Sign copy placed on an awning or any other projecting structure made
of flexible fabric or similar material covering a metal frame supported by the ground or sidewalk.
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Banner Sign. Any sign of lightweight fabric or similar material that is mounted to a pole or a
building at one or more edges with no enclosing framework on which a message or image is
painted or otherwise affixed. Flags are not within this definition.

Billboard: See Outdoor Advertising Display.
Blade Signs: See Projecting Sign.

Business Directory Sign. A freestanding or wall sign that identifies all businesses and other
establishments located within a buiiding or complex.

Business Sign. A sign that directs attention to the principal business, profession, or industry
located on the premises where the sign is displayed; to the type of products sold, manufactured
or assembled; or to services or entertainment offered on such premises.

Changeable Copy Sign. A sign constructed or designed to allow for periodic changes of copy,
and for which the copy is changed not more than once each 24 hour period. Examples include
signs for an auditorium, theater, school, church, meeting hall, or similar uses characterized by
public assembly and changing programs or events, or gas station prices. This definition does
not include animated signs or electronic signs.

Commercial Message. A message on a sign, or portion of a sign, that promotes, informs, or
proposes an economic transaction, primarily concemns the economic interests of the sign
sponsor and/or audience, or is intended to further discussion in the marketplace of goods and

services.

Construction Sign. A temporary sign displayed on the site of a construction, remodeling, or
major landscaping project during the period of time of actual construction activity.

Copy. Any letters, numerals, or symbols displayed on a sign face conveying a message to the
public.

Digital Display. A method of displaying a visual image that uses liquid crystal cells or other
types of light emitting diodes (LEDs) or their functional equivaient allow for the message or
image to be easily changed, typically by remote control or computer programming. This
definition applies to signs displaying a series of still images.

Directional Sign. Any sign, other than a highway marker or any sign erected and maintained by
public authority, or a public utility which is designed, erected and maintained for the purpose of
directing persons to a place, structure, or activity.

Electronic Sign. A sign that is capable of presenting variable message displays by projecting an
electronically controlled pattern and which can be programmed to periodically change the
message display. See also Digital Display.

Exempt Sign. A sign which may be legally displayed, erected or maintained, but is not subject
fo a sign permit requirement.

Externally lluminated Sign. Any sign that is lit by a light source that is external to the sign
directed towards and shining on the face of the sign.

Face. That portion of a sign upon which the copy is mounted or displayed.

Feather Banner. A type of vertical banner made of flexible materials (e.g., cloth, paper, or
plastic), the longer dimension of which is typically attached to a pole or rod that is driven into
the ground or supported by an individual stand. Also called a “swooper” or “teardrop” banner.

Flag. Any fabric or banner containing distinctive colors, patterns, or design that displays the
symbol(s) of a nation, state, local government, company, organization, belief system, idea, or
other meaning.

Freestanding Sign. A permanent sign that is self-supporting in a fixed location and not attached
to a building. It includes monument signs, which are connected or attached to a sign structure,
fence, or wall that is not an integral part of a building, and pole signs, which is mounted on a
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pole(s) or other suppori(s) that is placed on and anchored in the ground or on a base and that
is independent from any building or other structure. Freestanding signs are of two types:
monument and pole. Flag poles are not within this definition.

Fuel Pricing Sign. A sign that indicates, and is limited to, the brand or trade name, method of
sale, grade designation, and price per gallon of gasoline or other motor vehicle fuel offered for
sale on the business premises, and such other information as may be required by county
ordinance or State law.

Graffiti. Marks, such as inscriptions, drawings, or designs, which are placed, scratched, etched,

painted, or sprayed on public or private property without the owner's consent.
Grand Opening Sign. A temporary sign used to announce or commemorate the official opening

or reopening of a new business or a new business location. It may include offers of special
promotional items or discounts.

lluminated Sign. A sign with an artificial light source incorporated internally or externally for the
purpose of illuminating the sign. This includes signs made from neon or other gas tube(s) that
are bent to form letters, symbols, or other shapes. Ambient lighting, by itself, does not make a
sign “illuminated.”

incidental Business Sign. A small sign that indicates incidental business information about the
conduct of the business, such as credit cards accepted, trading stamps offered, trade
affiliations, and similar matters.

Inflatable Sign. A form of inflatable device (e.g., shaped as an animai, blimp, or other object)
that is displayed, printed, or painted on the surface of an inflatable background, and is primarily
installed outside a building to attract attention to or to advertise a business, a business location,
a service, a product, or an event.

Master Sign Program. A coordinated sign plan which includes details of all signs (not including
exempt or temporary signs) which are or will be placed on a site, including master identification,
individual business and directory signs.

Mobile Billboard. Any vehicle, or wheeled conveyance which carries, conveys, pulls, displays,
or transports any sign or billboard for the primary purpose of advertising a commercial or
noncommercial message, or other general advertising for hire.

Monument Sign. See Freestanding Sign.

Moving Sign. A sign or any portion thereof that rotates, moves, or appears to move in some
manner by mechanical, electrical, natural, or other means.

Mural. A work of graphic art on an exterior building wall that may or may not contain a
commercial logo or trademark but does not serve to advertise or promote any business,
product, activity, service, interest, or entertainment.

Name Plate. A sign that identifies an occupant and/or address.

Noncommercial Message. A message or image on a sign, or portion of a sign, which displays
noncommercial speech, e.g., commentary or advocacy on topics of public debate and concern.
This definition shall be construed and interpreted in light of relevant court decisions.
Noncommercial messages do not have a location factor, such as on-site or off-site.

Non-Communicative Aspects. Those aspects of a sign that are not directly communicative,
such as physical structure, mounting device, size and height, setback, illumination, spacing,
and scale relative to other structures.

Nonconforming Sign. A sign lawfully erected and legally existing on the effective date of this
Section, or of amendments thereto, but which does not conform fo the provisions of this
Chapter.

On-Site or On-Premise Sign. Any sign or portion thereof that identifies, advertises, or attracts
attention to a business, product, service, event or activity sold, existing or offered upon the
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same property or land use as the sign. The off-site/on-site distinction applies only to
commercial messages.

Outdoor Advertising Display. A sign that identifies, advertises or attracts attention to a
business, product, service, event or activity sold, existing or offered at a different location or
which identifies by brand name a service or product which, although sold on the premises, does
not constitute the principal item for sale on the premises. The off-site/on-site distinction applies
only to commercial messages. This type of sign is also known as a billboard.

Pennant. Any lightweight plastic, fabric, or other material, whether or not containing a message
of any kind, attached to a rops, wire, or string, usually in a series, designed to move in the wind
and attract attention. Flags and banners are not within this definition.

Pole Sign. See Freestanding Sign.

Political Sign. A sign that advertises a candidate, a political party, or a political issue related to
a local, state, or national election.

Portable Sign. A movable sign that is not permanently attached to the ground or a building. The
definition includes A-frame type signs and other portable signs.

Projecting Sign. A single or double faced sign that is perpendicular to the face of a building and
projects more than 18 inches from the face. This category includes awning and under canopy
signs.

Primary Building Face. The wall of a building which contains the principal entrance(s) fo the
building. If there are principal entrances in more than one wall, the longest of the walls in which
principal entrances are located shall be the primary building face. "Primary building face" shall
include not only the wall itself but all doors, windows, or other openings therein and projections
therefrom.

Readerboard. A sign structure or mounting device on which at least a portion of the display face
may be used for changeable copy that is either non-commercial or commercial, electronic or

manual.

Real Estate Sign. Any sign with copy that concerns a proposed sale, rent, lease or exchange of
real property. This definition does not include occupancy signs at establishments offering
transient occupancy, such as hotels, motels and "bed and breakfast” facilities.

Roofline. The top edge of a roof or building parapet, whichever is higher, excluding any
cupolas, pylons, chimneys, or minor projections.

Roof Sign. Any sign located on a roof of a building or having its major structural supports
attached to a roof.

Sign. Any identification, description, illusiration, or device illuminated or non-illuminated, which
is visible fo the general public from any exterior public right-of-way, and directs attention to a
product, service, place, activity, person, institution, business or solicitation, including any
permanently installed or situated merchandise; or any emblem, painting, banner, pennant, or
placard designed to advertise, identify, or convey information. A display, device, or thing need
not contain lettering to be a sign. Notwithstanding the generality of the foregoing, the following
are not within this definition:

A. Architectural features. Decorative or architectural features of buildings (not including
lettering, trademarks or moving parts), that do not perform a communicative
function;

B. Fireworks, efc. The legal use of fireworks, candles and artificial lighting not otherwise
regulated by this Code;

C. Foundation stones, cornerstones;

D. Grave markers, grave stones, headstones, mausoleums, shrines, and other markers of
the deceased;
Resolution No. 2015-13



E. Personal Appearance. ltems or devices of personal apparel, decoration or appearance,
including tattoos, makeup, wigs, costumes, and masks, but not including commercial
mascots or hand-held signs; and

F. Symbols Embedded in Architecture. Symbols of noncommercial organizations or
concepts including, but not limited to, religious or political symbols, when such are
permanently integrated into the structure of a permanent building, including stained
glass windows on churches, carved or bas relief doors or walls, bells, and religious
statuary.

Sign Area. The area contained within a single continuous perimeter enclesing all parts of such
sign copy, excluding any structural elements outside the limits of the sign required to support
the sign.

Sign Face. An exterior display surface of a sign, including non-structural trim, exclusive of the
supporting structure. It includes the area of a sign which is available for mounting and public
display of the visually communicative image.

Temporary Sign. A structure or device used for the public display of visual messages or
images, which is typically made of lightweight or flimsy materials which is not intended for or
suitable for long term or permanent dispiay.

Vehicle Display Sign. A sign mounted, attached, affixed, or painted upon any surface of a
motor vehicle, trailer, or similar conveyance parked on public or private property for the purpose
of general advertising for hire.

Wall Sign. Any sign attached to, erected against or painted upon the wall of a building or
structure, the face of which is in a single plane parallel to the plane of the wall. Wall signs also
include signs on a false or mansard roof.

Window Sign. Any permanent or temporary sign painted, etched or otherwise affixed to an
exterior window of a building, or in the interior of the building, within three feet of a window,
intended to be viewed from the exterior of such building. On-site advisory signs are not
considered window signs.
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REPORT TO CITY OF VISALIA PLANNING COMMISSION

J3SA Ll
i .‘-}‘:T HEARING DATE: March 23, 2015
w PROJECT PLANNER: Brandon Smith, Senior Planner
= Phone No.: (559) 713-4636

SUBJECT: Zoning Ordinance Text Amendment No. 2015-03: A request by Self Help
Enterprises and Advanced Career Institute to amend Title 17, Section 17.18.050 of
the Visalia Municipal Code (Allowed Uses) to allow vocational (welding) schools as
a conditionally allowed use in the I-H (Heavy Industrial) zone district.

Conditional Use Permit No. 2015-01: A request by Self Help Enterprises and
Advanced Career Institute to allow a welding vocational school and offices to locate
within an existing 5,139 square foot building in the [-H (Heavy industrial) zone. The
project site is located at 8425 W. Elowin Court, on the south side of Elowin Court
300 feet east of Kelsey Street. (APN: 077-150-002).

STAFF RECOMMENDATION

Zoning Ordinance Text Amendment No. 2015-03

Staff recommends that the Planning Commission make a recommendation of approval to the
City Council for Zoning Ordinance Text Amendment No. 2015-03, based on the findings in
Resolution No. 2015-05, and on information contained in the staff report, compatibility with the
purposes and intent of the Planned Heavy Industrial Zone, Zoning Ordinance and Land Use
Element of the Visalia General Plan.

Conditional Use Permit No. 2015-01

Staff recommends approval of Conditional Use Permit No. 2015-01, as conditioned, based upon
the findings and conditions in Resolution No. 2015-04. Staff's recommendation is based on the
conclusion that the request is consistent with the intent of the Planned Heavy Industrial Zone,
Zoning Ordinance and the Land Use Element of the Visalia General Plan.

RECOMMENDED MOTION

| move to recommend approval of Zoning Ordinance Text Amendment No. 2015-03 by adoption
of Resolution No. 2015-05.

I move to approve Conditional Use Permit No. 2015-01, based on the findings and conditions in
Resolution No. 2015-04.

PROJECT DESCRIPTION

Applicants Self Help Enterprises and Advanced Career Institute are requesting a Zoning Text
Amendment (ZTA) to the Visalia Zoning Ordinance (Section 17.18.050, Zoning Matrix), to
establish vocational schools as a “Conditionally Permitted” use in the Planned Heavy industrial
(I-H) zone. The request would also extend to business, trade, and other specialized schools,
which are all identified in the same line item in the Zoning Matrix of Allowed Uses. If the ZTA is
approved by the City Council, it would facilitate the applicant’s Conditional Use Permit (CUP)
request to establish a welding school at 8425 W. Elowin Court within the Visalia Industrial Park
in the I-H zone.




The CUP requests to occupy a 5,139
square foot building (see Exhibit “A”) for

the purpose of holding welding classes six &

days a week between the hours of 6:00
am. and 11:00 p.m. The school will
include instruction in a formal classroom
setting and in an open welding shop, both
identified on the floor plan submitted as
Exhibit “B". The remainder of the building
will be used as office space for the

corporate offices of Advanced Career !

Institute, file storage, reception area, break |

room, and rest rooms. There will be no
instructional activities outside of the
building, although vacant property to the
south will be used as a storage yard.

There are no proposed modifications to the
exterior of the building. The applicant will

be using the same interior floor plan that '

currently exists inside the building. Based
on the operation statement attached as

Exhibit “C", some spaces labeled as classroom and office will be used for file storage.

The operational statement further states that the school will operate four sessions on weekdays
and one session on Saturdays (each session is four hours long), with a maximum of six
students and one instructor at any given time at the school.

BACKGROUND INFORMATION

General Plan Land Use Designation  Industrial
Zoning P-I-H (Planned Heavy Industrial)

Surrounding Zoning and Land Use North:

P-I-H / Elowin Court, Frito Lay Distribution
Center and Offices

South: P-I-H/ Vacant Industrial Shop / Building
East:  P-I-H/ Pregis Distribution Center
West: P-I-H / Self Help Enterprises Offices
Environmental Review Categorical Exemption No. 2015-06
Site Plan 2014132

RELATED PLANS & POLICIES

See separate Municipal Ordinance chapter pertaining to Conditional Use Permits.

RELATED PROJECTS
None.



PROJECT EVALUATION

Staff concludes that the proposed Zoning Ordinance Text Amendment and Conditional Use
Permit are consistent with the purposes and intent of the Planned Heavy Industrial Zone,
Zoning Ordinance and Land Use Element of the Visalia General Plan.

Evaluation of Zoning Text Amendment

“Business, trade, vocational, or other specialized schools” are identified in Line 388 of the
Zoning Matrix under the heading of Schools, Public and Private, and are conditionally allowed in
certain commerciai, office, and commerciai zones. Among the specific zones they are allowed
in are Light Industrial (I-L), Service Commercial (C-S), Processional/Administrative Office (PA),
Business Research Park (BRP), and three other “retail” commercial zones.

Although Heavy Industrial (I-H) is one zone where the schools are not allowed, staff has found
this zone to be unique since it allows several [and uses that are not permitted in other zones.
These uses include greenhouses (commercial growers), various forms of chemical product
manufacturing, food & beverage product manufacturing including breweries and wineries, and
raw materials manufacturing including metal reduction, smelting, and refining. Staff considers
this an exceptional case for adding vocational schools as a conditionally-allowed use to the I-H
zone because the current restriction may prevent a trade school from being located in
association with land uses unique to the I-H zone. Conversely, a trade school for one of these
restricted uses such as beer brewing or winemaking may be forced to locate in another zone
district even though the identified land use of breweries & wineries are not allowed in any other
zone.

The requested Zoning Ordinance Text Amendment provides the opportunity for locating an
industrial / manufacturing land use in an environment where similar types of land uses are
already occurring. In the case of the applicant’'s proposal for a welding school on Elowin Court,
welding is a form of heavy machinery and equipment service that is already an allowed use in
the I-H zone (Line 404). Regarding schools in the I-H zone, the Planning Commission has
previously approved a truck driving school in the I-H zone (CUP No. 2001-47, approved January
14, 2002) citing it as a use that is similar in nature and intensity to other uses in the I-L zone.

The i-H zone is not a finite area which must be reserved exclusively for businesses & services,
unlike other zone districts in constrained areas which currently do not allow trade schools (i.e.
Neighborhood Commercial). There are currently several hundred acres of vacant undeveloped
land in the I-H zone.

Overall, the proposed Zoning Ordinance Text Amendment will facilitate a use which may be
consistent and compatible with industrial and manufacturing uses currently allowed in the Heavy
Industry zone, if found to be consistent with General Plan policies and Zoning purposes and
intents. The conditionally-allowed nature of schools in the I-H zone provides staff with the
opportunity to evaluate whether a certain type of vocational school is appropriate for the zone,
based on consistency with General Plan land use policies and the Zoning Ordinance’s purpose
and intent of zones.

It should also be noted that the General Plan Update adopted in 2014 has assigned a general
“Industrial” land use designation to most of the Visalia Industrial Park. This may significantly
diminish the division of Light and Heavy Industrial zones in the Park and their associated
allowed uses upon the future update of the Zoning Ordinance.



Evaluation of Welding School / Land Use Compatibility

As stated above, welding is a form of heavy machinery and equipment service that is already an
allowed use in the I-H zone. The vocational school for welding instruction would therefore be
compatible with other uses in the I-H zone and wouid be compatible with the purpose and intent
of the I-H zone, which is “to provide an area for uses characterized by the manufacturing
processing, or assembling of semi-finished or finished products from raw materials.” (ref. VMC

Section 17.22.010(B)(2))

The welding school’s floor plan and operation statement demonstrate that the operations will
oceur indvors within the confines of the existing building on the site. Access to the shop
building is through doorways within the building and on the west side of the building. As such,
the use should be compatible with and not impact surrounding land uses, properties, and
improvements in the vicinity.

Land uses currently surrounding the property are large-scale distribution centers and, to the
west, offices affiliated with Self Help Enterprises. Self Help Enterprises also owns the parcel on
which the welding school is locating.

Advanced Career institute has existing offices located at 1728 N. Keisey Sireet, about 500 feet
northwest of the project site. According to their website, Advanced Career Institute provides a
number of driving instruction programs for commercial frucks and school buses at their existing
Visalia campus. These programs along with certified and production welding instruction are
also offered at a Fresno campus. Allowing the applicant to expand their course offerings in the
vicinity of their existing Visalia campus in the I-H zone will support several land use policies
contained in the City’s General Plan Land Use Element that promote capturing businesses that
provide opportunities for skill training (LU-P-1, PSCU-P-39) and local workforce training (LU-P-

11).

Parking

The site is currently developed with a parking lot that will be modified and restriped to meet
current City standards. After these improvements are made, there will be 15 parking spaces
including one handicap parking space dedicated to the on-site use. Additional parking stalls are
located on the southwest corner of the property; however these parking stalls are used by Self
Help Enterprises and are accessed from the adjacent parcel to the west that they own. There is
no on-site access between the two parking lots.

The 15 on-site parking stalls meets the parking requirement as identified in Section 17.34.020 of
the Zoning Ordinance. The parking requirement for the vocational school is 11 stalls based on
one classroom and one instructor. Although two classrooms are shown on the floor plan, the
operation statement clarifies that only one classroom will be used and that only one class will be
held at a time. The operation statement further states that there will be two persons working in
the corporate office, which would not impact the available parking.

Environmental Review

The requested action is considered Categorically Exempt under Sections 15301 and 15305 of
the Guidelines for the Implementation of the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA). This
category exempts the exterior and interior alterations of existing facilities, and as a minor
modification fo a land use limitation which does not affect land use or density (Categorical
Exemption No. 2015-06).




RECONMMENDED FINDINGS

Zoning Ordinance Text Amendment Ro. 2015-03

1. That the proposed Zoning Ordinance Text Amendment is consistent with the intent of the
General Plan, and is not detrimental to the public health, safety, or welfare, or materially
injurious to properties or improvements in the vicinity.

2. That the proposed Zoning Ordinance Text Amendment is not inconsistent with any Element
of the General Plan or the Zoning Ordinance.

3. The requested action is considered Categorically Exempt under Sections 15301 and 15305
of the Guidelines for the implementation of the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA).
This category exempts the exterior and interior alterations of existing facilities, and as a
minor modification to a land use limitation which does not affect land use or density
(Categorical Exemption No. 2015-06).

Conditional Use Permit No. 2015-01

1. That the proposed conditional use permit is consistent with the policies and intent of the
General Plan and Zoning Ordinance.

2. That the proposed conditional use permit wouid be compatible with adjacent land uses.

3. That the proposed iocation of the Conditional Use Permit and the conditions under which it
would be built or maintained will not be detrimental to the public health, safety, or welfare nor
materially injurious to properties or improvements in the vicinity.

4. The requested action is considered Categorically Exempt under Sections 15301 and 15305
of the Guidelines for the Implementation of the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA).
This category exempts the exterior and interior alterations of existing facilities, and as a
minor modification to a land use limitation which does not affect land use or density
(Categorical Exemption No. 2015-06).

RECOMMENDED CONDITIONS OF APPROVAL

Conditional Use Permit No. 2015-01

1. That the Conditional Use Permit shall be developed consistent with the comments and
conditions of Site Plan Review No. 2014-132, incorporated herein by reference.

2. That the site be developed in substantial compliance with the site plan shown in Exhibit “A”
and the floor plan as shown in Exhibit “B”.

3. That the site shall substantially comply with the Operational Statement as stated in Exhibit
liCll.

4. That the parking lot shall be restriped to include the standard and handicap parking stalls as
illustrated in Exhibit "A”.

5. That the school be limited to conducting no more than one class session in the building at a
time, based on the use’s Operation Statement (Exhibit “C”) and available on-site parking.

6. That any proposed building sighage shall be obtained under a separate permit.

7. That this Conditional Use Permit shall not be effective unless Zoning Ordinance Text
Amendment No. 2015-03 is approved and becomes effective.




8. The applicant and all successors in interest shall comply with all applicable federal, state and
city codes and ordinances.

9. That the applicant submit to the City of Visalia a signed recsipt and acceptance of conditions
from the applicant and property owner, stating that they understand and agree to all the
conditions of Conditional Use Permit No. 2015-01, prior to the issuance of any building permit
for this project.

APPEAL INFORMATION

According to the City of Visalia Zoning Ordinance Section 17.02.145, an appeal to the City
Council may be submitted within ten days following the date of a decision by the Planning
Commission. An appeal form with applicable fees shall be filed with the City Clerk at 425 East
Oak Avenue, Suite 301, Visalia, CA 93291. The appeal shall specify errors or abuses of
discretion by the Planning Commission, or decisions not supported by the evidence in the
record. The appeal form can be found on the city's website www.ci.visalia.ca.us or from the City
Clerk.

NOTE: The Planning Commission’s recommendation on the Zoning Ordinance Text
Amendment is advisory only and is automatically referred to the City Council for final action.

Attachments:

o Related Plans and Policies

e Zoning Matrix of Allowed Uses (Section 17.18.050) identifying Vocational Schools
* Resolution No. 2015-05 for Zoning Ordinance Text Amendment No. 2015-03
+ Resolution No. 2015-04 for Conditional Use Permit No. 2015-01

s Exhibit “A” - Site Plan

¢ Exhibit “B” — Flcor Plan

s Exhibit “C” — Operational Statement

o Site Plan Review Comments No. 2014-132

¢ General Plan Land Use Map

= Zoning Map

e Aerial Map

¢ Vicinity Map




Related Plzris & Peliciaes

General Flan and Zoning: The following General Pian and Zoning Ordinance policies apply to n:
proposed project:

General Plan Policy

L1-P+1 Work to capture emerging market sectors and technologies to enhance Visalia’s economic base, through
incentives and other business attraction strategies described in this Element. Focus on businesses that:

= Possess a high growth potential, such as agricultural processing, healthcare, recycling industries, technology, light
manufacturing, warehousing and distribution and other businesses that benefit from a Central Valley location;

» Provide opportunities for skill training;

* Create higher-paying and/or higher quality jobs for Visalia residents;

« Complement or expand existing goods and services in Visalia;

e [Tave a minimal negative impact on the environment; and

* Require minimal public investment.

LU-F-11 Continue to coordinate planning, economic development, local workforce training, tourism, and other
activities of regional significance with the Chamber of Commerce, Tulare County and other cities and
organizations to foster the economic health of the area.

PSCU-P-29 Promote the location and development of vocational and trade schools and alternative and continuing
education programs such as Visalia Charter Independent Study.

Zoning Ordinance
Chapter 17.38: Conditional Use Permits

17.38.010 Purposes and powers.

In certain zones conditional uses are permitted subject to the granting of a conditional use permit.
Because of their unusual characteristics, conditional uses require special consideration so that they may
be located properly with respect to the objectives of the zoning ordinance and with respect to their
effects on surrounding properties. In order to achieve these purposes and thus give the zone use
regulations the flexibility necessary to achieve the objectives of this title, the planning commission is
empowered to grant or deny applications for conditional use permits and to impose reasonable
conditions upon the granting of such permits. (Prior code § 7525)

17.38.020 Application procedures.

A. Application for a conditional use permit shall be made to the planning commission on a form
prescribed by the commission which shall include the following data:

Name and address of the applicant;
Statement that the applicant is the owner of the property or is the authorized agent of the owner,;

Address and legal description of the property;

L A e

The application shall be accompanied by such sketches or drawings as may be necessary by the
planning division to clearly show the applicant's proposal;

5. The purposes of the conditional use permit and the general description of the use proposed;
Additional information as required by the historic preservation advisory committee.

o

B. The application shall be accompanied by a fee set by resolution of the city council sufficient to
cover the cost of handling the application. (Prior code § 7526)



17.38.030 Lapse of condifional use permit.

A conditional use permit shall lapse and shali become void twenty-four (24) months afier the daiz
on which it became effective, unless the conditions of the permit allowed a shorter or greater time limi,
or unless prior to the expiration of twenty-four (24) months a building permit is issued by the city and
construction is commenced and diligently pursued toward completion on the site which was the subject
of the permit. A permit may be renewed for an additional period of one year; provided, that prior to the
expiration of twenty-four (24) months from the date the permit originally became effective, an application
for renewal is filed with the planning commission. The commission may grant or deny an application for
renewal of a conditional use permit. In the case of a planned residential development, the recording of a
final map and improvements thereto shall be deemed the same as a building permit in relation to this
section. (Ord. 2001-13 § 4 (part), 2001: prior code § 7527)

17.38.040 Revocation.

Upon violation of any applicable provision of this title, or, if granted subject to a condition or
conditions, upon failure to comply with the condition or conditions, a conditional use permit shall be
suspended automatically. The planning commission shall hold a public hearing within sixty (60) days, in
accordance with the procedure prescribed in Section 17.38.080, and if not satisfied that the regulation,
general provision or condition is being complied with, may revoke the permit or take such action as may
be necessary to insure compliance with the regulation, general provision or condition. Appeals of the
decision of the planning commission may be made to the city council as provided in Section 17.38.120.
(Prior code § 7528)

17.38.050 New application.

Foliowing the denial of a conditional use permit application or the revocation of a conditional use
permit, no application for a conditional use permit for the same or substantially the same conditional use
on the same or substantially the same site shall be filed within one year from the date of denial or
revocation of the permit unless such denial was a denial without prejudice by the planning commission or
city council. (Prior code § 7530)

17.38.060 Conditional use permit to run with the land.

A conditional use permit granted pursuant to the provisions of this chapter shall run with the land
and shall continue to be valid upon a change of ownership of the site or structure which was the subject
of the permit application subject to the provisions of Section 17.38.065. (Prior code § 7531)

17.38.065 Abandonment of conditional use permit.

If the use for which a conditional use permit was approved is discontinued for a period of one
hundred eighty (180) days, the use shall be considered abandoned and any future use of the site as a
conditional use will require the approval of a new conditional use permit.

17.38.070 Temporary uses or structures.

17.38.080 Public hearing--Notice.

A. The planning commission shall hold at least one public hearing on each application for a
conditional use permit.

B. Notice of the public hearing shall be given not less than ten days nor more than thirty (30) days
prior to the date of the hearing by mailing a notice of the time and place of the hearing to property
owners within three hundred (300) feet of the boundaries of the area occupied or to be occupied
by the use which is the subject of the hearing, and by publication in a newspaper of general
circulation within the city. (Prior code § 7533)

17.38.090 Investigation and report.

The planning staff shall make an investigation of the application and shall prepare a report
thereon which shall be submitted to the planning commission. (Prior code § 7534)




17.38.100 Puktlic hearing--Proceduire,

At the public hearing the planning commiission shall review the appiication and the statement erd
drawing submitted therewith and shall receive pertinent evidence concemning the proposed use and the
proposed conditions under which it would be operated or maintained, particularly with respect to the
findings prescribed in Section 17.38.110. The planning commission may continue a public hearing from
time to time as it deems necessary. {Prior code § 7535)

17.38.110 Action by planning commission.
A. The planning commission may grant an application for a conditional use permit as requested or in
medified form, if, on the basis of the application and the evidence submitted, the commission
makes the following findings:

1. That the proposed location of the conditional use is in accordance with the objectives of the
zoning ordinance and the purposes of the zone in which the site is located;

2. That the proposed location of the conditional use and the conditions under which it would be
operated or maintained will not be detrimental to the public health, safety or welfare, or
materially injurious to properties or improvements in the vicinity.

B. A conditional use permit may be revocable, may be granted for a limited time period, or may be
granted subject to such conditions as the commission may prescribe. The commission may grant
conditional approval for a permit subject to the effective date of a change of zone or other
ordinance amendment.

C. The commission may deny an application for a conditional use permit. (Prior code § 7536)

17.38.120 Appeal to city council.

The decision of the City planning commission on a conditional use permit shall be subject to the
appeal provisions of Section 17.02.145. (Prior code § 7537) (Ord. 2006-18 § 6, 2007)
17.28.130 Effactive date of conditional use permit.

A conditional use permit shall become effective immediately when granted or affirmed by the
council, or upon the sixth working day following the granting of the conditional use permit by the planning
commission if no appeal has been filed.(Prior code § 7539)
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RESOLUTION NO. 2015-05

RESOLUTION OF THE VISALIA PLANNING COMMISSION
RECOMMENDING APPROVAL OF ZONING
ORDINANCE TEXT AMENDMENT NO. 2015-03 A REQUEST BY SELF HELP
ENTERPRISES AND ADVANCED CAREER INSTITUTE TO AMEND TITLE 17,
SECTION 17.18.050 OF THE VISALIA MUNICIPAL CODE (ALLOWED USES) TO
ALLOW VOCATIONAL (WELDING) SCHOOLS AS A CONDITIONALLY ALLOWED
USE IN THE I-H (HEAVY INDUSTRIAL} ZCNE DISTRICT.

WHEREAS, Zoning Ordinance Text Amendment No. 2015-03, is a reqguest by
Self Help Enterprises and Advanced Career Institute to amend Title 17, Section
17.18.050 of the Visalia Municipal Code (Allowed Uses) to allow vocational (welding)
schools as a conditionally allowed use in the I-H (Heavy Industrial) zone district; and

WHEREAS, the Zoning Ordinance Text Amendment was filed to facilitate the
reuse of an existing building in the Visalia Industrial Park for the purposes of operating
a welding vocational school; and

WHEREAS, the intent of the amendment is to “Conditionally Permit” business,
trade, vocational, and specialized schools in the Planned Heavy Industrial Zone; and

WHEREAS, the Planning Commission of the City of Visalia, after duly published
notice, held a public hearing before said Commission on March 23, 2015; and

WHEREAS, the Planning Commission of the City of Visalia finds Zone
Ordinance Text Amendment No. 2015-03 to be in accordance with Section 17.44.070 of
the Zoning Ordinance of the City of Visalia based on the evidence contained in the staff
report and testimony presented at the public hearing; and

WHEREAS, the Planning Commission finds the project to be Categorically
Exempt consistent with the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) and City of
Visalia Environmental Guidelines.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the project is exempt from further
environmental review pursuant to CEQA Section 15305.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Planning Commission of the City of Visalia
recommends approval of Zone Ordinance Text Amendment No. 2015-03 based on the
following specific findings and evidence presented:

1. That the proposed Zoning Ordinance Text Amendment is consistent with the
intent of the General Plan, and is not detrimental to the public health, safety, or
welfare, or materially injurious to properties or improvements in the vicinity.

2. That the proposed Zoning Ordinance Text Amendment is not inconsistent with
any Element of the General Plan or the Zoning Ordinance.

3. The reguested action is considered Categorically Exempt under Sections 15301
and 15305 of the Guidelines for the Implementation of the California
Environmental Quality Act (CEQA). This category exempts the exterior and
interior alterations of existing facilities, and as a minor modification to a land use

Resolution No. 2015-05



limitation which does not affect land use or density (Categorical Exemption No.
2015-06).

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Planning Commission of the City of
Visalia recommends approval of the Zoning Ordinance Text Amendment No. 2015-03
as provided in Exhibit “A*, in accordance with the terms of this resolution and under the
provisions of Section 17.44.070 of the Ordinance Code of the City of Visalia.

Resolution No. 2015-05



EXHIBIY A

The Jollowing text hereby amends VMC Section 17.18.050. Text being added is shown
in bold underline.

VMC 17.18.050 List of uses as permit (P), conditional (C), and temporary
conditional (T).

The Line ltem No. 388 of the Zoning Matrix represents the “permitted” and
“conditionally permitted” commercial zones for Business, Trade, Vocational, and
Specialized Schools.
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RESOLUTION NO. 2015-04

A RESOLUTION OF THE PLANNING COMMISSION OF THE

CITY OF VISALIA APPROVING CONDITIONAL USE PERMIT NO. 2015-01, A
REQUEST BY SELF HELP ENTERPRISES AND ADVANCED CAREER INSTITUTE

TO ALLOW A WELDING VOCATIONAL SCHOOL AND OFFICES TO LOCATE

WITHIN AN EXISTING 5,139 SQUARE FOOT BUILDING IN THE I-H (HEAVY

INDUSTRIAL) ZONE. THE PROJECT SITE IS LOCATED AT 8425 W. ELOWIN
COURT, ON THE SOUTH SIDE OF ELOWIN COURT 300 FEET EAST OF KELSEY

STREET. (APN: 077-150-002)

WHEREAS, Conditional Use Permit No. 2015-01, is a request by Self Help
Enterprises and Advanced Career Institute to allow a welding vocational school and
offices to locate within an existing 5,139 square foot building in the |-H (Heavy
industrial) zone. The project site is located at 8425 W. Elowin Court, on the south side
of Elowin Court 300 feet east of Kelsey Street. (APN: 077-150-002); and

WHEREAS, the Planning Commission of the City of Visalia, after published
notice scheduled a public hearing before said Commission on March 23, 2015; and

WHEREAS, the Planning Commission of the City of Visalia finds the Conditional
Use Permit, as conditioned, to be in accordance with Chapter 17.38.110 of the Zoning
Ordinance of the City of Visalia based on the evidence contained in the staff report and
testimony presented at the public hearing; and

WHEREAS, the Planning Commission finds the project to be Categorically
Exempt consistent with the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) and City of

Visalia Environmental Guidelines.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the project is exempt from further
environmental review pursuant to CEQA Section 156301.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Planning
Commission of the City of Visalia makes the following specific findings based on the
evidence presented:

1. That the proposed conditional use permit is consistent with the policies and intent of
the General Plan and Zoning Ordinance.

2. That the proposed conditional use permit would be compatible with adjacent land
uses.

3. That the proposed location of the Conditional Use Permit and the conditions under
which it would be built or maintained will not be detrimental to the public health, safety,
or welfare nor materially injurious to properties or improvements in the vicinity.

4. The requested action is considered Categorically Exempt under Sections 15301 and
15305 of the Guidelines for the Implementation of the California Environmental Quality
Act (CEQA). This category exempts the exterior and interior alterations of existing



facilities, and as a minor modification to a land use limitation which does not affect land
use or density (Categorical Exemption No. 2015-06),

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Planning Commission hereby approves
the Conditional Use Permit on the real property here described in accordance with the
terms of this resolution under the provisions of Section 17.38.110 of the Ordinance
Code of the City of Visalia, subject to the following conditions:

1. That the Conditional Use Permit shall be developed consistent with the comments
and conditions of Site Plan Review No. 2014-132, incorporated herein by reference.

2. That the site be developed in substantial compliance with the site plan shown in
Exhibit “A” and the floor plan as shown in Exhibit “B”.

3. That the site shall substantially comply with the Operational Statement as stated in
Exhibit “C”.

4. That the parking lot shall be restriped to include the standard and handicap parking
stalls as illustrated in Exhibit "A”.

5. That the school be limited to conducting no more than one class session in the
building at a time, based on the use's Operation Statement (Exhibit “C") and available
on-site parking.

6. That any proposed building signage shall be obtained under a separate permit.

7. That this Conditional Use Permit shall not be effective unless Zoning Ordinance
Text Amendment No. 2015-03 is approved and becomes effective.

8. The applicant and all successors in interest shall comply with all applicable federal,
state and city codes and ordinances.

9. That the applicant submit to the City of Visalia a signed receipt and acceptance of
conditions from the applicant and property owner, stating that they understand and
agree to all the conditions of Conditional Use Permit No. 2015-01, prior to the issuance
of any building permit for this project.

Resolution No, 2015-04



Exhibit “A”
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Advancer!
Carser
Insiituis

Brandon Smith
Project Planner
City of Visalia

315 E. Acequia Ave
Visalia, CA 93291

Operational Statement
Advanced Career Institute

Advanced Career Institute proposes to conduct welding ciasses at 8425 Elowin Ct. The hours of
operation wifl be from 6AM to 11PM, Monday through Friday with an occasional class time on Saturdays
from 10AM to 2PM. Classes will be four sessions per day and limited to six students per session.
Sessions will be from 6AM to 10AM and 10:30AM to 2:30PM; 2:30PM to 6:30PM and 7:00PM to 11:00
PM daily. There will be ane instructor per each two sessions daily. There will be a maximum of six
students and one employee on campus at any given time.

The corporate office is made up of two persons, the Vice-President of the company and accounting
department. The rest of the space will be used for file storage for all four campuses that is required by
both The Council on Occupational Education, and The Bureau for Private Post-Secondary Education for

three years on site.

The floor plan calls out two classrooms but in actuality there will only be one, and the other will be used
for the previously mentioned file storage. The “classroom” designation was incorrect on the plans.

Exhibit “C”

2953 S. East Avenuc Fresno, CA 93725 = Office: 559.441.4345 « Fax: 559.441.4348 « www.TrainACI.com



MEETING DATE 10/01/2014
SITE PLAN NO. 14-132
PARCEL MAP NO.

SUBDIVISION

LOT LINE ADJUSTMENT NO.

Enclosed for your review are the comments and decisions of the Site Plan Review committee. Please
review all comments since they may impact your project.

D RESUBMIT Major changes to your plans are required. Prior to accepting construction drawings
for building permit, your project must return to the Site Plan Review Committee for review of the

revised plans.
D During site plan design/policy concerns were identified, schedule a meeting with

D Planning D Engineering prior to resubmittal plans for Site Plan Review.

D Solid Waste l:] Parks and Recreation |__—| Fire Dept.

[<| REVISE AND PROCEED (see below)

D A revised plan addressing the Committee comments and revisions must be submitted for Off-
Agenda Review and approval prior to submitting for building permits or discretionary actions.

D Submit plans for a building permit between the hours of 8:30 a.m. and 4:30 p.m., Monday
through Friday.

VA Your plans must be reviewed by:

CITY COUNCIL | ] REDEVELOPMENT
[X] PLANNING COMMISSION [ ] PARK/RECREATION
[ ] HISTORIC PRESERVATION [ ] oTHER

[ ] ADDITIONAL COMMENTS

If you have any questions or comments, please call Jason Huckleberry at (559) 713-4259.

) Site Plan Review Committee



City of Visalia

ITEM KQ: 1 DATE: October 01, 2014

SITE PLAN NO: SPR14132
PROJECT TITLE: ADVANCED CAREER INSTITUTE

Building: Site Plan DESCRIPTION: WELDING LAB & STORAGE IN EXISTING 5,139 5F
Review Comments BUILDING ON 1.06 ACRES (IH ZONED) (X) (DISTRICT
APPLICANT: El[)THER BERRY
PROP OWNER: SELF-HELP ENTERPRISES
LOCATICN: 8425 W ELOWIN CT
APN(S): 077-150-002

U000 ooooddoooonoo g on A

MNOTE: These are general comments and DO NOT constitute a complete plan check for your specific project
Please refer to the applicable Cafifornia Code & local ordinance for additional requirements.

A building permit wili be required. For information call {559) 713-4444
Submit 5 sets of professionally prepared plans and 2 sets of calculations, (Small Tepant Improvements)

Submit 5 sets of plans prepared by an architect or engincer. Must comply with 2013 California Building Cod Sec. 2308 for canventional light-
frame construction or submit 2 sets of engineered calculations.

Indicate abandoned wells, septic systems and excavations on construction plans.

You are responsible to ensure compliance with the following checked items:

Meet State and Federai requirements for accessibility for persons with disabilities.

A path of travel, parking and common area must comply with requirements for access for persons with disabilities,
All accessible units required to be adaptable for persons with disabilities.

Maintain sound transmission control between units minimum of 506 5TC,

Maintain fire-resistive requirements at property lines.

A demoiition permit & depesit is required. - For information coll (558) 713-4444
Obtain required permits from San Joagquin Valley: Air Pollution Board. For information calf (559) 230-6000
Plans must be approved by the Tulare County Health Department. For information call {559) 624-8011
Project is located in flood zone * Ll Hazardous materials report.

Arrange for an on-site inspection. {Fee for inspection $146.40) Far infarmation call (559) 713-4444

School Development fees. Commaercial $0.47 per square foot. Residential $2.97 per square foot.

Park Development fae $ per unit collected vith building permits.

Existing address must be changed to be consistent with city address. For infermation calf (559) 713-4320
Acceptable as submitted

No comments at this tirne

Additional comments: - s

Signature



ITEM NO: 1 DATE: October 01, 2014

Site Plan Review Comments For; SITE PLANNO: SPS:S;‘ZD CAREER INSTITUTE
A PROJECTTITLE:  AD S
Visalia Fire Department DESCRIPTION: WELDING LAB & STORAGE IN EXISTING 5,138 SF

Kurtis A. Brown, BUILDING ON 1.06 ACRES (IH ZONED) () (DISTRICT

Assistant Fire Marshal H}
iy Cequla PROP OWNER: SELF-HELP ENTERPRISES
Visalia, CA 93291 LOCATION: 8425 W ELOWIN CT

R S 2 550-713-4261 office . 477450002
] APN(S)
IR 550 713.4808 fax

The following comments are applicable when checked:

Xl  The Site Plan Review comments are issued as general overview of your project. With further details,
additional requirements will be enforced at the Plan Review stage. Please refer to the 2013 California
Fire Code (CFC), 2013 California Building Codes (CBC) and City of Visalia Municipal Codes.

X All fire detection, alarm, and extinguishing systems in existing buildings shall be maintained in an
operative condition at all times and shall be replaced or repaired where defective. If building has been
vacant for a significant amount of time, the fire detection, alarm, and or extinguishing systems may nced
to be evaluated by a licensed professional. 2013 CFC 901.6

L] Nofire protection items required for parcel map or lot line adjustment; however, any future projects will
be subject to fire & life safety requirements including fire protection.

[ ]  More information is needed before a Site Plan Review can be conducted. Please submit plans with more
detail. Please include information on

General:

m Address numbers must be placed on the exterior of the building in such a position as to be clearly and
plainly visible from the street. Numbers will be at least four inches (4") high and shall be of a color to
contrast with their background. If multiple addresses served are by a common driveway, the range of
numbers shall be posted at the roadway/driveway. 2013 CFC 505.1

X A Knox Box key lock system is required. Where access to or within a structure or an area is restricted

because of secured openings (doors and/or gates) or for fire-fighting purposes, a key box is to be
installed in an approved location. (Note: Knox boxes shall be ordered using an approved application that
can be found at Fire Administration Office located at 707 W. Acequia Ave. Please allow adequate time
for shipping and installation.) 20!/3 CFC 506.1

x| All hardware on exit doors shall comply with Chapter 10 of the 2013 California Fire Code. This includes
all locks, latches, dolt locks, and panic and fire exit hardware.

X Provide [lluminated exit signs and emergency lighting through-out building. 20/3 CFC 1011

1 When portion of the building are built upon a property line or in close proximity to another structure the
exterior wall shall be constructed as to comply 2073 California Building Code Table 508.4 and Table
602,




[l  Commercial dumpsters with 1.5 cubic yards or more shall not be stored or placed within 5 feet of
combustible walls, openings, or a combustible roof eave line except when protected by a fire sprinkler
system. 2073 CFC 304.3.3

E If your business handles hazardous material in amounts that exceed the Maximum Allowable Quantities
listed on Table 5003.1.1(1), 5003.1.1(2), 5003.1.1(3) and 5003.1.1(4) of the 2013 California Fire Code,
you are required to submit an emergency response plan to the Tulare County Health Department. Also
you shall indicate the quantities on your building plans and prior to the building final inspection a copy
of your emergency response plan and Safety Data Sheets shall be submitted to the Visalia Fire
Department.

Water Supply:

] Construction and demolition sites shall have an approved water supply for fire protection, either
temporary or permanent, and shall be made available as soon as combustible material arrives on the site.
2013 CFC3312

] No additional fire hydrants are required for this project; however, additional fire hydrants may be
required for any future development.

. There is/are fire hydrants required for this project. (See marked plans for fire hydrant locations.)

L1 Fire hydrant spacing shall comply with the following requirements:

The exact location of fire hydrants and final decision as to the number of fire hydrants shall be at the

discretion of the fire marshal, fire chief and/or their designee. Visalia Municipal Code 16.36.120 &

16.36.120¢8)
[1Single-family residential developments shall be provided with fire hydrants every six hundred
(600) lineal feet of residential frontage. In isolated developments, no less than two (2) fire
hydrants shall be provided.
[Multi-family. zero lot line clearance, mobile home park or condominium developments shall
be provided with fire hydrants every four hundred (400) lineal feet of frontage. In isolated
developments, no less than two (2) fire hydrants shall be provided.
[JMulti-family or condominium developments with one hundred (100) percent coverage fire
sprinkler systems shall be provided with fire hydrants every six (600) lineal feet of frontage. In
1solated developments, no less than two (2) fire hydrants shall be provided.
[JCommercial or_industrial developments shall be provided with fire hydrants every three
hundred (300) lineal feet of frontage. In isolated developments, no less than two (2) fire hydrants
shall be provided.
[JCommercial or industrial developments with one hundred (100} percent coverage fire
sprinkler systems shall be provided with fire hydrants every five hundred (500) lineal feet of
frontage. In 1solated developments, no less than two (2) fire hydrants shall be provided.

O When any portion of a building is in excess of one hundred fifty (150) feet from a water supply on a
public street there shall be provided on site fire hydrants and water mains capable of supplying the
required fire flew. Visalia Municipal Code 16.36.120(6)




Emergency Access:

O

A construction access road is required and shall be a minimum of 20 feet wide. The road shall be an all-
weather driving surface accessible prior to and during construction. The access road shall be capable of
holding 75,000 pound piece of fire apparatus, and shall provide access to within 100 feet of temporary
or permanent fire department connections. 20/3 CFC 3310

Buildings or portions of buildings or facilities with a vertical distance between the grade plans and the
highest roof surface exceed 30 feet shall provide an approved fire apparatus access roads capable of
accommodating fire department aerial apparatus. Access roads shall have a minimum unobstructed
width of 26 feet, exclusive of shoulders. Access routes shall be located within a minimum of 15 feet and
maximum of 30 feet from the building, and shall be positioned parallel to one entire side of the building.
2013 CFC D105

A fire apparatus access roads shall be provide and must comply with the CFC and extend to within 150
of all portions of the facility and all portions of the exterior walls of the first story of the building as
measured by an approved route around the exterior of the building or facility. Minimum tuming radius
for emergency fire apparatus shall be 20 feet inside radius and 43 feet outside radius. 20/3 CFC 503.1.1

Fire apparatus access roads in excess of 150 feet and dead end shall be provided with a turnaround.
Length 151-500 feet shall be a minimum of 20 feet in width and have a 120 foot Hammerhead, 60-foot
“Y™ or 96-Foot diameter Cul-de-sac in accordance with Figure D103.1 of the 2013 CFC. Length 501-
750 feet shall be 26 feet in width and have a 120 foot Hammerhead, 60-foot “Y” or 96-Foot diameter
Cul-de-sac in accordance with Figure 1D103.1 of the 2013 CFC.

S
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[]  Gates on access roads shall be a minimum width of 20 feet and shall comply with the following:

2043 CFC D103.5

Typical chain and lock shall be the type that can be cut with a common bolt cutter, or the
developer may opt to provide a Knox Box key lock system.

Gates shall be of the swinging or sliding type.

Gates shall allow manual operation by one person. (power outages)

Gates shall be maintained in an operative condition at afl times.

Electric gates shall be equipped with a means of opening the gate by fire department
personnel for emergency access. (Note: Knox boxes shall be ordered using an approved
application that can be found at Fire Administration Office located at 707 W. Acequia
Ave. Please allow adequate time for shipping and installation.)

O mIn any and all new One- or two-family dwellings residential developments regardless or the number of
units, street width shall be a minimum of 36 feet form curb to curb to allow fire department access and
to permit parking on both sides of the street. A minimum of 20 feet shall be provided for developments
that don’t allow parking on the streets. 2013 CFC D107.2

Fire Protection Systems:

[l An automatic fire sprinkler system will be required for this building. Also a fire hydrant is required

within 50 feet of the Fire Department Connection (FDC). 20/3 CFC 903 and Visalia Municipal Codc

16.36.120(7)

0  Commercial cooking appliances and domestic cooking appliances used for commercial purposes that

produces grease laden vapors shall be provided with a Type 1 Hood, in accordance with the California
Mechanical Code, and an automatic fire extinguishing system. 2073 CFC 904.11& 609.2

Special Comments:

Gy

Maribel \%squez
Fire Inspector



ITEM NO: 1 DATE: October 01, 2014

SITE PLAN NO: SPR14132
PROJECT TITLE: ADVANCED CAREER INSTITUTE
DESCRIPTICON: WELDING LAB & STORAGE IN EXISTING 5,138 SF
BUILDING ON 1.06 ACRES (IH ZONED) (X} (DISTRICT
H)
» » . APDPLICANT: BITHER BERRY
Clty of Visalia PROP OWNER: SELF-HELP ENTERPRISES
* LOCATION: B425 W ELOWIN CT'
r
Police Department oo 50 0o

303 S. Johnson St.
Visalia, Ca. 93292
(559) 713-4370
Site Plan Review Comments

Pg No Comment at this time,

Request opportunity to comment or make recommendations as 1o safety issues as plans are
developed,

[] Public Safety Impact fee:
Ordinance No. 2001-11 Chapter 16.48 of Title 16 of the Visalia Municipal Code -
Effective date - August 17, 2001

Impact fees shell be imposed by the City pursuant to this Ordinance as a condition of or in
conjunction with the approval of a development project. "New Development or Development
Project" means any new building, structure or improvement of any parcels of land, upon which no
like building, structure of improvement previously existed. *Refer to Engineering Site Plan
comments for fee estimation.

D Not enough informaticn provided. Please provide additional information pertaining to:

LJ Territorial Reinforcement: Define property lines (private/public space).

U Access Controlled / Restricted efe:

D Lighting Concerns:

I—] Landscaping Concerns:

[_-] Tmﬁic Concerns;

D Surveillance Issyes:

D Line P\‘Si&n Issues:
1

Other Concelms:
BRARAW ANV

Visalia Police De%}aem




City of Visalia Daie:

Parks and Urban Hovesiiy

336 N. Pen Maddox Way Site Plap Reviesyy
Visaliz, CA 93292

SITH PLAM REVIEW COMMENTS

COMMENTE: See Below D None D
[ 1 Pieascplotand protect all Valley Oak Trces.

Landscape along parkway to be planted by developer and maintained by a
maintenance district.

All drainage from curb and gutter along sircets to be connected to storin drain
sysfem.

!:l All trees planted in street tight-of-way io be approved by the Public Worls
Supéiintendent of Parks.

Tic-ins to uxisting infrastmctue may requiie a bore. Check with the Public
Works Department prior to any sireet cut,

Other Comments; _ _ Mo —

: ‘T.H]C’c")él Hoéya; -
Parks and Urban Forestry Supervisor
559 713-4295 Fax 559 713-481¢8 Email: jhooyer@ei,visalia,caus




SITE PLAN REVIEW COMMENTS

Paul Bernal, Planning Division (559) 713-4025
Date: October 1, 2014

SITE PLAN NO: 2014-132

PROJECTTITLE:  ADVANCED CAREER INSTITUTE

DESCRIPTION: WELDING LAB & STORAGE IN EXISTING 5,139 SF BUILDING ON 1.06
ACRES (IH ZONED) (X) (DISTRICT H)

APPLICANT: BITHER BERRY

PROP. OWNER: SELF-HELP ENTERPRISES

LOCATION TITLE: 8425 W ELOWIN CT

APN TITLE: 077-150-002

GENERAL PLAN: IH — Heavy Industrial

EXISTING ZONING: IH - Heavy indusirial

Planning Division Recommendation:

[ 1 Revise and Proceed
[] Resubmit

Project Requirements

Zone Text Amendment (ZTA)
Conditional Use Permit (CUP)
Operational Statement

Additional information as needed

PROJECT SPECIFIC INFORMATION: 10/01/2014

1. A Wielding School (i.e., Vocational School} is not allowed in the Heavy Industrial (IH) zone.

2. A Zone Text Amendment (ZT A) would be required if the applicant intends to pursue
establishing a Wielding School in the IH zone. ZTA's require either Planning Commission or
City Council to initiate the request to amend the zoning ordinance.

3. A Conditional Use Permit (CUP) is required with the ZTA filing. The CUP shall identify the
number of students per class, how many classes are offered in a day and the number of
administrators onsite during business hours.

4. Identify if there are any additional improvements to the site and/or building.

CITY GENERAL PLAN CONSISTENCY

The project cannot be approved as proposed unless the City Council or Planning Commission
initiates a change to the City’s Zoning Ordinance, and then, after public hearings before the
Planning Commission and City Council, approves that change.

Design District: “H” (See Chapter 17.24 For BRP Zoned Sites) [17.30.230]

Maximum Building Height: 75 Feet

Minimum Setbacks: Building Landscaping
» Frontage on major roads 40 Feet 40 Feet
» Frontage on minor roads 25 Feet 25 Feet
» Fronfage on interior roads 15 Feet 15 Feet
» Side 0 Feet 0 Feet
» Side abutting railroad right-of-way 40 Feet 40 Feet
» Side abutting residential zone 20 Feet 10 Feet
» Rear 0 Feet 0 Feet
» Rear abutting residential zone 20 Feet 10 Feet
1

SITE PLAN # 2014-132



Major roads are defined as arterials and collectors such as Goshen Ave., Plaza Dr., efc.
Minor roadss are defined as local streets such as Elowin Ct., Clancy Dr., efc.
Interior roads provide access to parcels within development

Minimum Site Area: 5 acres minimum site area. If site iess than this minimum area is approved
in accordance with section No. 17.30.130 (A) of this chapter, it is required that setbacks be
determined at the time of parceling the property. The parcels being created shall be designed to
accommodate the landscape areas and building setbacks as required by this section.

Properties subdivided into less than 5 acre sites shall provide a common or joint storm drainage
facility to be maintained through a property owners association formed at the time of subdivision.

Parking: As prescribed in Chapter 17.34

Screening reguirement: An eight foot masonry wall is required along a property line that abuts a
residentially zoned property. (See also 17.36, 17.36.050, 17.36.070)

Signage: [see Zoning Ordinance Section 17.48]
1. All signs require a building permit.

Parking:

1. If the ZTA and CUP are approved, parking for a Vocational School is calculated at one space
per each employee and 10 parking spaces per classroom (see Zoning Ordinance Section
17.34.020). The applicant stated there are 3 administrators and one classroom requiring 13
parking spaces. The site is developed with 15 parking spaces.

2. 30% of the required parking stalls may be compact and shall be evenly distributed in the ot
(Zoning Ordinance Section 17.34.030.1).

3. Provide handicapped space(s) (see Zoning Ordinance Section 17.34.030.H).

The comments found on this document pertain to the site plan submitted for review on the above
referenced date. Any changes made to the plan submitted must be submitted for additional
review.

NOTE: Staff recommendations contained in this document are not to be considered support for a
particular action or project uniess otherwise stated in the commenis.

Signature

2
SITE PLAN # 2014-132
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CITY OF YI3ALI:

S LID WASTE DIVISION SITE PLAN NO: SPR14132
336 N. BEN MADDOX PROJECT TITLE: ADVANCED CAREER INSTITUTE
VISALIA CA. 93291 DESCRIPTION: WELDING LAB & STORAGE IN EXISTING 5,139 SF
713 4..:-,00 BUILDING ON 1.06 ACRES (1H ZONED)} (X} (DISTRICT
- H)
COMMERCIAL BIN SERVICE APPLICANT: BITHER BERRY
PROP OWNER: SELF-HELP ENTERPRISES
No comments. LOCATION: B425 W ELOWIN CT
APN(S): 077-150-002
Same comments as  _as
Revigione required prior to submitting final plans. See comments balow.

JUIHHOOO000RER00O

Resubmittal required. See comments below.

Customer responsible for all cardbeard and other bulky recyciables to be broken down
be fore disposing of in recycle containers.

ALL refuse enclosures must be R-3 or R-4

Customer must provide combination or keys for access to locked gates/bins

Type of refuse service not indicated.

Location of bin enclosure not acceptable. See comments below.

Bin enciosure not to city standards double.

Inadequate number of bins to provide sufficient service. See comments below.

Drive approach too narrow for refuse trucks access. See comments below.

Area nof adequate for allowing refuse truck turning radius of :
Commercial { X ) 50 ft. outside 36 ft. inside; Residential { ) 35 f. outside, 20 ft. inside.

Paved areas should be engineered to withstand a 55,000 Ib. refuse truck.

Bin enclosure gates are required

Hammerhead turnaround must be built per city standards.

Cul - de - sac must be built per city standards.

Bin enclosures are for city refuse containers only. Grease drums or any other
itemis are not allowed to be stored inside bin enclosures.

>
||

Area in front of refuse enciosure must be marked off indicating no parking

Enclosure will have to be designed and located for a STAB service (DIRECT ACCESS)

Customer will be required to roll container out to curb for service.

il

Must be a concrete slab in front of enclosure as per city standards



BUILDING/DEVELOPMENT PLAN
REQUIREMENTS ITEMNO: 1 DATE: OCTOBER 1, 2014

ENGINEERING DIVISION

SITE PLAN NO. 14-132

XlJason Huckleberry 713-4259 PROJECT TITLE: ADVANCED CAREER INSTITUTE
[JAdrian Rubalcaba 713-4271 DESCRIPTION; WELDING LAB & STORAGE IN EXISTING 5,139SF
BUILDING
APPLICANT; BITHER BERRY
PROP OWNER:; SELF-HELP ENTERPRISES
LOCATION: 425 W EI OWIN CT
APN: 077-150-002

SITE PLAN REVIEW COMMENTS

IXIREQUIREMENTS (indicated by checked boxes)

[TInstall curb return with ramp, with radius;

(Jinstall curb; [gutter

[Drive approach size: [JUse radius return:

[ISidewalk: width: [] parkway width at

XIRepair and/or replace any sidewalk across the publiic street frontage(s) of the subject site that has become
uneven, cracked or damaged and may constitute a tripping hazard.

XIReplace any curb and gutter across the public street frontage(s) of the subject site that has become uneven
and has created areas where water can stand.

[ IRight-of-way dedication required. A title report is required for verification of ownership.

[_|Deed required prior to issuing building permit;

XICity Encroachment Permit Required. For all work within City Right of Way
Insurance certificate with general & auto liability ($1 million each) and workers compensation ($1 million),
valid business license, and appropriate contractor's license must be on file with the City, and valid
Underground Service Alert # provided prior to issuing the permit. Contact Rafael Magallan, 713-4414.

[JCalTrans Encroachment Permit required. [| CalTrans comments required prior to issuing building permit.
Contacts: David Deel (Planning) 488-4088;

[ Jtandscape & Lighting DistrictHome Owners Association required prior to approval of Final Map.
Landscape & Lighting District will maintain common area landscaping, street lights, street trees and local
streets as applicable. Submit completed Landscape and Lighting District application and filing fee a min. of
75 days before approval of Final Map.

[ JLandscape & irrigation improvement plans to be submitted for each phase. Landscape plans will need to
comply with the City's street tree ordinance. The locations of street trees near intersections will need to
comply with Plate SD-1 of the City improvement standards. A street tree and landscape master plan for all
phases of the subdivision will need to be submitted with the initial phase to assist City staff in the formation
of the landscape and lighting assessment district.

[IGrading & Drainage plan required. If the project is phased, then a master plan is required for the entire
project area that shall include pipe network sizing and grades and street grades. [_] Prepared by registered
civil engineer or project architect. [] All elevations shall be based on the City’s benchmark network. Storm
run-off from the project shall be handled as foliows: a) [] directed to the City's existing storm drainage
system; b) [| directed to a permanent on-site basin: or c) [] directed to a temporary on-site basin is
required until a connection with adequate capacity is available to the City's storm drainage system. On-site
basin; : maximum side slopes, perimeter fencing required, provide access ramp to bottom for
maintenance.

[_Grading permit is required for clearing and earthwork performed prior to issuance of the buiiding permit.

[_1Show finish elevations. (Minimum slopes: A.C. pavement = 1%, Concrete pavement = 0.25%. Curb & Gutter
=.020%, V-gutter = 0.25%)

[iShow adjacent property grade elevations. A retaining wall will be required for grade differences greater than
0.5 feet at the property line.

LAl public streets within the project limits and across the project frontage shall be improved to their full width,
subject to available right of way, in accordance with City policies, standards and specifications.

[Traffic indexes per city standards:

1



[_linstall street striping as required by the City Engineer.

[_Jinstali landscape curbing (typical at parking lot planters).

[ IMinimum paving section for parking: 2” asphalt concrete paving over 4” Class 2 Agg. Base, or 4" concrete
pavement over 2" sand.

[]Design Paving section to traffic index of 5.0 min. for solid waste truck travel path.

[(JProvide “R” value tests: each at

[ ]Written comments required from ditch company Contacts: James Silva 747-1177 for Modoc,
Persian, Watson, Oakes, Flemming, Evans Ditch and Peoples Ditch; Jerry Hill 686-3425 for Tulare frrigation
Canal, Packwood and Cameron Creeks; Bruce George 747-5601 for Mill Creek and St. John's River.

[_lAccess required on ditch bank, 15’ minimum [ Provide wide riparian dedication from tep of bank.

[1Show Oak trees with drip lines and adjacent grade elevations. [X| Protect Oak trees during construction in
accordance with City requirements.

[JA permit is required to remove oak trees. Contact Joel Hooyer at 713-4295 for an Qak tree evaluation or
permit to remove. [_] A pre-construction conference is reqguired.

[_IRelocate existing utility poles and/or facilities.

[JUnderground ali existing overhead utilities within the project limits. Existing overhead electrical lines over
50kV shall be exempt from undergrounding.

[JSubject to existing Reimbursement Agreement to reimburse prior developer:

Fugitive dust will be controlled in accordance with the applicable rules of San Joaquin Valley Air District's

Regulation VIII. Copies of any required permits will be provided to the City.

X If the project requires discretionary approval from the City, it may be subject to the San Joaquin Valley Air

District’s Rule 9510 Indirect Source Review per the rule’s applicability criteria. A copy of the approved AlA

application will be provided to the City.

CJIf the project meets the one acre of disturbance criteria of the State’s Storm Water Program, then coverage

under General Permit Order 2009-0009-DWQ is required and a Storm Water Pollution Prevention Plan

(SWPPP) is needed. A copy of the approved permit and the SWPPP will be provided to the City.

[ 1Comply with prior comments. [ }Resubmit with additional information. [JRedesign required.

Additional Comments:

1. Project to adhere to ADA requirements, including accessible parking stall and path of travel



SUMMARY OF APPLICABLE DEVELOPMENT IMPACT FEES

Site Plan No: 14-132
Date: 10-1-2014

Summary of applicable Development impact Fees to be collected at the time of building permit:

{Preliminary estimate only! Final fees will be based on the development fee schedule in effect at the
time of building permit issuance.)

(Fee Schedule Date: )
(Project type for fee rates: )

Existing uses may qualify for credits on Development Impact Fees.
FEE ITEM FEE RATE
D Groundwater Overdraft Mitigation Fee
] Transportation Impact Fee
D Trunk Line Capacity Fee
|:| Sewer Front Foot Fee
[:] Storm Drain Acg/Dev Fee
D Park Acg/Dev Fee
D Northeast Specific Plan Fees
|:| Waterways Acqguisition Fee
D Public Safety Impact Fee: Police
[ Pubiic Safety Impact Fee: Fire
|:| Public Facility impact Fee
] Parking In-Lieu

Reimbursement:

1.) No reimbursement shail be made except as provided in a written reimbursement agreement between the City and the
developer entered into prior to commencement of construction of the subject facilities.

2.) Reimbursement is available for the development of arterial/collector streets as shown in the City's Circulation Element
and funded in the City’s transportation impact fee program. The developer will be reimbursed for construction costs
and right of way dedications as outlined in Municipal Code Section 16.44. Reimbursement unit costs will be subject to
those unit costs utilized as the basis for the transportation impact fee.

3.) Reimbursement is available for the construction of storm drain trunk lines and sanitary sewer trunk lines shown in the
City's Storm Water Master Plan and Sanitary Sewer System Master Plan. The developer will be reimbursed for
construction costs associated with the installation of these trunk lines.

il

7
Jason Huckleberry,’

;

'




SITE PLAN REVIEW COMMENTS
CITY OF VISALIA TRAFFIC SAFETY DIVISION

October 1, 2014

ITE# NO: 1

SITE SLAN NO: SPR14 50

PROJECT TITLE: ADVANCED CAREEF: INSTITJTE

DESZRIPTION; WELDIN:® LAB & STORAGE IN EXISTING 5.139 SF BUILDING ON 1.06 ACRES (15 ZONED; (X
DISTRICT H)

APPLICANT: (B!THER BE:’K‘RY

PROP. C\WNER: SELF-HELP ENTERPRISES

LOCATION: £425 W ELOWIN CV

APNIS): p77-150-002

THE TRAFFIC DIVISION WILL PROHIBIT ON-STREET PARKING AS DEEMED NECESSARY

[] No Comments

[] See Previous Site Plan Comments

[ Install Street Light(s) per City Standards.

L1 Install Street Name Blades at Locations.

[ instail Stop Signs at Locations.

] Construct parking per City Standards PK-1 through PK-4.
(] Consiruct drive approach per City Standards.

X Traffic Impact Questionnaire required.

Additional Comments:

T F 7 eslie Blair  ©

14-132



QUALITY ASSURANCE DIVISION
SITE PLAN REVIEW COMMENTS

ITEM NO; 1 DATE: Qgtober 91, 2014

SITE PLAN NO: SPR14132

PROJECT TITLE: ADVANCED CAREER INSTITUTE

DESCRIFTION: WELDING LAB & STORAGE IN EXISTING 5,139 SF
BUILDING ON 1.06 ACRES (iK ZONED) (X) (DISTRICT
H)

APPLICANT: BITHER BERRY

PROP OWNER: SELFHELP ENTERPRISES

LOCATION: 8425 W ELOWIN CT

APN(S): 077-150-002

YOU ARE REQUIRED TO COMPLY WITH THE CITY OF VISALIA WASTEWATER
ORDINANCE 13.08 RELATIVE TO CONNECTION TO THE SEWER, PAYMENT OF
CONNECTION FEES AND MONTHLY SEWER USER CHARGES. THE ORDINANCE
ALSO RESTRICTS THE DISCHARGE OF CERTAIN NON-DOMESTIC WASTES INTO

THE SANITARY SEWER SYSTEM.
YOUR PROJECT IS ALSO SUBJECT TO THE FOLLOWING REQUIREMENTS:

[ 1  WASTEWATER DISCHARGE PERMIT APPLICATION

SAND AND GREASE INTERCEPTOR — 3 COMPARTMENT

]

GREASE INTERCEPTOR min. 1000 gaL

GARBAGE GRINDER - % HP. MAXIMUM

SUBMISSION OF A DRY PROCESS DECLARATION

NO SINGLE PASS COOLING WATER IS PERMITTED

L X O O O

OTHER

[]  SITEPLANREVIEWED-NO COMMENTS

CALL THE QUALITY ASSURANCE DIVISION AT (559) 713-4529 TF YOU HAVE ANY
QUESTIONS.

CITY OF VISALIA poa
PUBLIC WORKS DEPARTMENT A e
QUALITY ASSURANCE DIVISION AUTHORIZED SIGNATURE
7579 AVENUE 288 -
VISALIA, CA 93277 4=y

DATE



Conditional Use Permit No. 2015-01

The project site is located at 8425 W. Elowin Court, on the south side of Elowin Court 300 feet east of Kelsey Street.

(APN: 077-150-002).
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Conditional Use Permit No. 2015-01

The project site is located at 8425 W. Elowin Court, on the south side of Elowin Court 300 feet east of Kelsey Street.
{APN: 077-150-002).
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Conditional Use Permit No. 2015-01

The project site is iocated at 8425 W. Elowin Court, on the south side of Elowin Court 300 feet east of Kelsey Street.
(APN: 077-150-002).
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Aerial Photo

Photo Taken March 2014
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Conditional Use Permit No. 2015-01

The project site Is located at 8425 W. Elowin Court, on the south side of Elowin Cowurt 300 feet east of Kelsey Street.

(APN: 077-150-002).
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